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CLOSING REMARKS OF THE WGM AND WGP

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Brother Doug and | can’t wait
to see you all at the “Catch
Your Dreams” session of
Grand Chapter. We have
planned some fun activities
and of course will take care of
the necessary business of our
Grand Chapter.

All the information you need is on the Grand
Chapter website at https://www.azoes.org/. |
look forward to welcoming you to my home in
Tucson and sharing that part of our beautiful
state with you all.

As | prepare to step away from the Office of
Worthy Grand Matron of the Grand Chapter of
Arizona, my heart is full of gratitude and
reflection. This journey has been more than a
chapter in my life—it has been a blessing, a
bond, and a beacon.

Some of my most cherished memories were
made in the warm embrace of Eastern Star
gatherings. The banquets—gracefully prepared
and filled with laughter—were more than meals;
they were celebrations of friendship and unity.
Each dinner or lunch brought us closer together,
reminding us of the deep bonds we share.

Each opening of a Chapter was rich with
tradition and symbolism. As | was observing, |
always felt a sense of reverence and belonging.
These rituals reminded us of the values we hold
dear—fidelity, constancy, loyalty, faith, and

love—and renewed our commitment to one
another and to a life of service.

And perhaps most special of all were the quiet
moments after meetings—the simple
conversations, shared smiles, and ALL the fun
that Brother Doug and other members had this
year. Those times, filled with warmth and
camaraderie, are etched in my heart as
reminders of the lasting friendships I've gained.

In every gathering, | found not just an
organization, but a family. And those memories,
big and small, continue to shine brightly within
me

| am deeply thankful for the friendships we've
formed, the lessons we’ve shared, and the
unwavering trust you have placed in me. The
values of our Order—charity, truth, and loving-
kindness—have shaped my spirit and guided
my path. | carry them with me, not just in ritual,
but in life.

Though | may no longer be present in the
same way, please know that a piece of my heart
will always remain with this beautiful Sisterhood
and Brotherhood. The memories we've made
together are treasures | will hold close always.

Thank you for allowing me to serve beside
you. May the light of our Star continue to guide
and bless each of you.

With Star Love and everlasting appreciation,
Candy Leininger
Worthy Grand Matron
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FROM THE EDITORS

I's hard to believe this Chapter year is almost over! So many memories were
made, so much fun was had...what a year! We would like to thank all the SOA
reporters for all their time and hard work in putting together their articles. It was
so great seeing what all the Chapters were involved in and how much they have
grown! We would also like to thank Sister Candy and Brother Doug for
entrusting us to put the SOA together. We hope you all have enjoyed the SOA
this past year! Congratulations to Sister Candy and Brother Doug on a stellar
Grand year! We look forward to Grand Chapter in August!

If you see anything that needs to be changed or corrected, please let us know! We look forward to
seeing everyone along the way!

B.J. Dale and Sabrina Arps, Co-Editors

CLOSING REMARKS OF THE WGM AND WGP

Dear Arizona Eastern Star Chapters, Sisters, and Brothers,

What began with excitement and anticipation has now culminated in something
even more meaningful — a year filled with memories, milestones, and moments
we’ll never forget.

We have officially completed all 29 of our Arizona Chapter visits. That’'s 29
opportunities to connect, to celebrate, and to be reminded of the deep bond that
ties us all together as members of the Order of the Eastern Star. Each Chapter visit
brought its own unique spirit, hospitality, and warmth and | am sincerely grateful for
the love and generosity you shared with us.

To every Eastern Star Chapter and member that welcomed us with open arms — thank you. Your
support, Hot Wheels, Dr. Pepper, friendship, and your dedication to our shared values made this
year not only successful, but joyful. You reminded us why we do what we do, to serve, to uplift one
another, and to carry forward the light of our order. We laughed together, we shared meals, we
made memories, and we supported each other through this journey. That is the heart of Eastern Star
— not just the ritual or the titles, but the genuine connections we form with one another.

| would also like to take a moment to express my deepest gratitude to our Worthy Grand Matron.
Thank you for selecting me to join you on this incredible journey. It has been an absolute honor to
stand beside you, to learn from you, and to share in the joy, challenges, and triumphs of this year.

As we close this Chapter, know that your kindness and friendship will stay with us always. Though
the Official Visits are over this year, the bonds we’ve built are not, and we’ll see you on the road next
year.
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From the bottom of our hearts — thank you for making this year unforgettable for Phyllis and I.

| hope to see you all at the Catch Your Dream Session in Tucson where we will gather once again
and you won’t want to miss the fun and laughter we have planned.
Star love to each and every one of you.
Doug Steele, WGP
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE MWGM
RE: RESOLUTION 42

Recently, the MWGM and MWGP put out communications
regarding Resolution 42 that was passed at 51st Triennial
Assembly in 2024. If you have not had a chance to read it, please go to easternstar.org and click on
the red banner that says “Click Here: MWGM MWGP Important Letter Regarding Resolution 427, It
provides details and explanations as to what Resolution 42 entails and what it means for our Order.
It was further supported and endorsed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Arizona, Michael
Dale, and the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Kentucky, Mitchell May.

2025 Grand Chapter of Saskatchewan
Report by B.J. Dale
Grand Representative to Saskatchewan in AZ 2022-2024

My name is B.J. Dale and | was the Grand Representative
of Saskatchewan in Arizona from 2022-2024. Although my
appointment was up in December of 2024, | was advised by
several people that if | ever got a chance to go to Moose
Jaw, SK that | should go. This year, Saskatchewan’s Grand
Chapter was held in Moose Jaw. | was excited at the
prospect of going and also found out that it was the Official
Visit of the MWGM, Sister Billie Bradfield who is also from Arizona. Our Grand
Conductress, Ruth Wilmot from my own Chapter (Yuma Chapter #14) traveled with
me.

The hospitality was excellent and we even got to visit with a few of our Canadian
winter visitors who come down to Yuma every year. When we had some free time,
we were told about some interesting things to see around Moose Jaw. We visited the
Visitors Center with our Arizona/Nevada friends, where we took pictures with the
gigantic Mac the Moose and a few other interesting displays. Ruth and | were able to
take a tour of Al Capone’s tunnels that he used as a hub for bootlegging activities during Prohibition.
We started on one side of the street and came out on the other side of the street after going through
the tunnels with many twists and turns and hidden doors.

We drove around Moose Jaw to see many, but not all, of the 60 plus murals displayed on the side
of buildings throughout the town. We also checked out the local Quilt Show going on. We had a very
enjoyable time and if you ever get a chance to visit Moose Jaw, SK, we highly recommend it.

We want to congratulate the new WGM Jenny Guest and her WGP Dave Hartley and the
2025-2026 Grand Officers!
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

Arizona Grand Representatives
Fraternal Correspondence

Calling ALL AZ Grand Representatives!

We hope that you have had a wonderful time serving as an Arizona Grand Representative. This is
a wonderful appointment to have received. We hope that you have had many interactions with your
counterparts and have been able to attend their Grand Chapter sessions and, of course, invited
them to our Grand Chapter this coming August.

Arizona Grand Chapter is coming up soon, so we are asking you for your information about your
experiences as a Grand Representative. We would love to be able to include it in our Fraternal
Correspondence Report. We are excited to hear what you have to share. A copy of your report will
be included in the registration bag provided at Grand Chapter.

The reports are due June 15th. Late reports cannot be accepted, as the Grand Chapter office must
coordinate the printing of the Fraternal Correspondence along with all of the other many print jobs
necessary for the Grand Chapter session.

Please give only highlights and limit to one page. Please refer to the link for the form that was sent
out on StarMail. Please remember that this is your report if you were a Grand Representative for
ANY part of this past Grand year (August 2024—July 2025).

Once completed, send your report form by e-mail or mail. We prefer e-mail, but you can mail it to
Crystal if that works best for you.

For any questions you may call either of us.

Star Hugs,
Ruth Wilmot, Grand Conductress
Crystal Thompson, Associate Grand Conductress

*The report form was sent out on StarMail; contact Sister Ruth or Sister Crystal if you need a copy.*

NOTES OF THANKS

To the Members of the Order of the Eastern Star:

Words cannot express how | truly appreciated all of your prayers, visits, cards and concerns .I'm
not a member of the Order of the Eastern Star but | was there with Priscilla when | had the accident
at the Scottish Rite building at Homecoming in Tucson on Saturday, April 12th. Your support meant
so much and I’'m grateful for your kindness and the covering of prayers.

Yours truly,
Bill Hoskins
Sun City, AZ
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Notes from Amanda Bailey:

| wanted to thank all my Sisters and Brothers for your prayers and love! The surgery went well. My
two weeks recovering was a lot, but my mom was an amazing nurse and | am blessed with
understanding bosses. Love you all!

S

L))
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AESF GIV

| belong to the Old Pueblo Knitters Guild, in Tucson. | had been knitting for 50+ years, but never
had time to join a guild. | finally joined OPK in November of 2023, and have enjoyed my time at their
meetings each month.

Last Fall, after we'd elected a new President, it came to our attention the the Guild was in need of
raising our dues, as we were getting short on funds to continue the charity knitting our By-Laws
dictate we do, to keep our 401c3 status. Our new President was fantastic in updating our By-Laws
and started looking at different funding from other sources. It then it hit me that our Order of the
Eastern Star Foundation might possibly give us a grant.

| sent the President the forms to apply for a grant, with a recommendation from me and Jim, and
last December, we received a check for $1,500.00. What a great thing this turned out to be. We
were able to buy a new laptop, to use at our meetings, and a camera, so we could Skype with
members who were snowbird’s or unable to attend the meetings.

We will apply for another grant this year and see what happens. The Guild is so thankful to the
OESF for believing we were worthy of getting more funds, to continue our very needed charity
knitting. Below is a list of the guild’s accomplishments:

Charity Challenge Accomplishments
Flowing Wells School District: Socks 135, Hats 66, Scarves/Cowls 15, Gloves 12
Kids Closet: Hats 311
Navajo Project: Sweater 111, Poncho 166, Hat 351, Scarf 300, Mittens 115
Navajo Project: Other 6
Operation Gratitude (Military): Scarves 99
Other Donations Scarves 6
Totals 2024
Previous Years:
Chemo Hats: 2022=300. 2023=400
Operation Gratitude (Since 2007) 2,300
Navajo Project (Started 1995 but items recorded since 2013) 7,182
Estimated Total Previous Years (through 2023): 10,182 & 2024: 1,681
Laurel Wadley, PM
Saguaro #48 ~ Secretary
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CASA GRANDE CHAPTER GIVES AWARD

Casa Grande #28 recently gave out a very special award to a very deserving young lady. Please
read about the special recipient and the history behind the award. Congratulations to the young lady
and thank you Casa Grande Chapter for helping the youth of today become the leaders of tomorrow!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
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ESTARL SCHOLARSHIP

ESTARL Scholarship Update: Celebrating Faithful Journeys
The ESTARL Scholarship Committee is proud to support individuals called to ministry through
prayer and scholarship. As we continue this important work, we want to share some meaningful
updates from our awardees and remind you of upcoming opportunities:

o Applications for the 2025 ESTARL Scholarship are due June 15. Please help spread the
word to students pursuing religious training or ministry. More information and application details
are available at azoes.org/scholarships.

o We joyfully celebrate Alex Swain, who will begin his “First Call” this June at St. Philips in the
Hills Episcopal Church in Tucson. Alex will be ordained as a priest on Saturday, August 23rd at
11:00am. We are planning to attend this special occasion as a group to show our support—
please join us in honoring this milestone! More can be found here: https://stphilipstucson.org/a-
new-partnership-2/

« Rev. Carlos Sosa, Pastor of Church of the Painted Hills United Church of Christ in Tucson,
recently graduated with his Master of Divinity on March 6th. Here is the announcement. He has
shared a moving devotional to inspire our community during this season of growth and faith.

We are deeply moved by the journeys of our scholars and grateful to walk alongside them as they

answer their callings. Thank you for supporting ESTARL.

dhkhkhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhddhdhhhhhhhdhhhdhddhhdhhhhhhhrhhdhhhdhdhdddhhhhhrhhdhhhdhrhdhhdddrrrhhdhrhhhhdhhdddrrdrrrhrrrss

Trusting in God’s Timing
By Rev. Carlos Sosa

Scripture for Reflection:

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens” (Ecclesiastes
3:1)

Devotional Thought:

There are moments in life when waiting feels unbearable. We pray, we hope, we work hard, and
yet, things don’t seem to move as quickly as we would like. In those times, doubt creeps in...

But Scripture reminds us that everything has its season. God’s timing is not our timing, yet it is
always perfect...

Instead of focusing on what hasn’t happened yet, take a moment to rest in the assurance that God
is at work behind the scenes...

Reflection Question:

Where in your life do you need to trust God’s timing more?

Prayer:

Loving God, | surrender my worries and impatience to You. Help me trust that Your timing is
always perfect, even when | don’t understand... Amen.
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POWER PAWS: A WORTHY CAUSE

Yuma #14 has been working with Power Paws Assistance Dogs for several years now, donating
gift cards and pet accessories to help their new owners with a fresh start in their new homes. Please
read this article about Elaine Starks, Executive Director and the work she does with Power Paws!
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SPECIAL NOTE OF THAN

A Message of Gratitude from the Grand Master
To the Esteemed Members of the Order of the Eastern Star,

On behalf of the Grand Lodge, | extend my deepest appreciation for your
steadfast support and partnership over the past year. Your steadfast presence has
been a shining example of honor, your strength in service a true act of courage,
and your continued dedication a testament to enduring commitment. It has been a
constant source of strength and inspiration to the Craft.

The guiding principles of the Eastern Star—fidelity, constancy, loyalty, faith, and
love—shine brightly in all that you do. Your dedication to these timeless virtues

continues to uplift and unify our Masonic family.

Thank you for your continued service, your unwavering spirit, and your heartfelt devotion. It has

been a true honor to serve alongside you.
With sincere gratitude,

Michael A. Dale

Grand Master 2024—-2025

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Arizona

IGRA
Molly Viele, President

Hello from the International
Grand Representatives
Association (IGRA)!

This is the time when
multi-tasking is a challenge. The
spirit bear is doing his best!

Our theme for the International Luncheon is
“Christmas 'round the World”. You may have
family traditions or Chapter traditions that can be
shared. We are still selling tickets for the
opportunity to take home the beautiful Christmas
quilt that Marjorie Stockton crafted. The quilt will
be displayed at Grand Chapter in Tucson. Be
sure to come by our table to see this beautiful
quilt! And if you haven’t become a member of
IGRA, membership applications will be available
at our table.

| would also like to announce Wally Campbell,
PM as the Liaison of Arizona. If you have
questions or need membership applications or
forms you can contact her, as well as our
Secretary/Treasurer, Laurel Wadley.

Have a wonderful summer!

GOLDEN RULE #1, Prescott
Fred Burr, Reporter

On Saturday, April 26th, members of Golden
Rule gathered for their annual poker run. The
Sisters and Brothers, along with guests,
gathered at the DiCola’s home for an afternoon
and early evening of fun and games.

On April 29th, the Chapter gathered for their
Stars Night Out at the Fat Frog Restaurant for
an evening of celebrating April birthdays. All
enjoyed this new restaurant in Prescott and the
food was great.

On May 1st, we had our Chapter meeting and
elected our officers for 2025-2026 year. Our
new WM for the coming year will be Stacey
Maxwell and the WP will be George Renfroe.
Linda Marriott will be the AM.

On May 8th, we started a new event, the
Lunch Bunch, that was held at the Brunch, Broth
and Bloom. All had a great time eating and
talking.

On May 15th, we celebrated
WM Laura Reilly’s last meeting
as WM with a festive dinner,
celebrating her successful year
leading Golden Rule Chapter.
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The Chapter also celebrated Donna DiCola as
next year's WGM and Gil Marriott as the WGP.
Congratulations to both of you.

WM Laura was privileged to present
Pronghorn Ridge Middle School student Alycia
Vasquez the Edith Goddard Award. Edith
Goddard was an active Eastern Star member for
many years who was always working behind the
scenes, serving the Order. She never ran for the
Line or became WM, but upon her passing a
Trust Fund was setup in her name to recognize
hard-working students in their community and
school. Edith Goddard’s legacy provides $1,000
service awards to these young women. This is
not an academic scholarship, but Alycia does
plan on college and a career in psychology.

Golden Scroll

It is with heavy heart that we inform you our
Sisters and Brothers Sister Heather Weil
(February 24th), Brother George Laurence
Shishim Il (March 31st), and Brother Ray
Everett (May 2nd) have passed through the
Portals of Eternity and are now with The Great
Architect.

Gone But Not Forgotten

ARCADIA #9, Safford
Bridgette Miller-Thal,

Reporter

Spring has brought growth
and new life to Arcadia #9!

We held not one, but TWO
initiations, which gave us a
total of four new members.

We are very excited to

welcome these members,
and they are extremely
excited to begin their Star
journey.

Our Chapter has also done

a lot of work on proficiency.

We have held several practices and all the
members are working hard to learn all the signs
and passes and perfecting their work.

In April, the City of Safford hosted their annual
Spring Festival. Our Chapter joined the Lodge at
their booth to get the Masonic Family name out
there. The Masons raffled off a beautiful
Mother's Day basket that was worth over $800

and consisted of items donated by Chapter
members and business owners in our
community. It was a great honor to help our
Lodge raise money for all that they do for the
children in our community.

As we come to the end of the year, we reflect
on the wonderful term we had with Sister
Margaret and Brother John presiding. Sister
Margaret never let us forget that angels are
always among us, and Brother John came
prepared to every meeting with a story of
inspiration. We thank them both for their service
and for leading us through such a fun term of
friendship, growth, and learning!

We are also very much looking forward to the
new vyear full of Sunshine, Lollipops, and
Rainbows with Sister Cheryl and Brother James.
Our new WM and WP are so excited to continue
making our Chapter strong in membership,
proficiency, and fellowship. Installation will be
held at the Safford Territorial Lodge on May
31st. Lunch will be at 11:30am, and
Installation will begin at 1:00pm. We hope to
see you all there!

YUMA #14, Yuma
Linda Neal, PM, Reporter

Another year of Eastern Star is coming to a
close. Yuma Chapter thanks Sister Sabrina
Arps, WM and Brother DJ Arps, WP for their
service for the past TWO years! We had
beautiful ritualistic work and fun along the way.
To end off their two years, we had initiation for
two new members. Welcome Sister Patricia and
Sister Heather!

Another year is also ending for Brother Mike
Dale, Most Worshipful Grand Master of Arizona.
He will be presiding at the Grand Lodge of
Arizona in June. He has also done a wonderful
job and our Chapter is very proud of him.
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Sister B.J. Dale, PM, and Sister
Ruth Wilmot, Grand
Conductress, traveled to
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan,
Canada for their Grand
Chapter. It was extra special for
the Sisters and Brothers of

Saskatchewan as it was also the OV for Sister
Billie Bradfield. Sisters BJ and Ruth made sure
to bring the fun spirit of Yuma all the way to
Canada!

One of our best fundraisers
is delivering flowers on
Mother's Day. In cooperation
with a local florist, we spent
Friday and Saturday before
Mother's Day delivering the
bouquets. With all the new
homes and developments, we definitely need to
upgrade our GPS! We had another great time
bringing smiles to all the moms, grandmas,
aunts, and everyone in between!

We have also been busy helping our Power
Paws Assistance Dogs, a service dog
organization that is near and dear to our hearts.
Because of our hard work doing flower deliveries
for Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day, we will be
donating $700 worth of gift cards, plus dog
bowls, leashes, and various other pet
accessories! Elaine Starks, Executive Director,
has agreed to come to Grand Communications
in June to make a presentation to the Ladies
Program and we will present her with our
donations there!

Plans are being made for 2025-2026. We are
looking forward to our Sisters and Brothers from
Pennsylvania coming to Yuma to preside at the
Installation of myself as WM and Brother
Michael Kofta as WP. They are from my home
Chapter, Triangle #483, where | joined in 1982.
Our installation will be on Saturday, May 31st
at 1:00pm, with lunch before at 11:00am. We
hope you can join us “all the way in Yuma”!

And in August, we will celebrate Sister Ruth
Wilmot as she is installed as Associate Grand
Matron. She is a true Star in our Chapter, and
we wish her all the best. We are looking forward
to seeing all our Sisters and Brothers at Grand
Chapter in August, as we renew old friendships
and meet new friends.

Have a safe and fun summer, and we are
looking forward to another year of serving
Eastern Star.

Our outgoing WM, Sister Sabrina Arps, would
like to leave her year with a few words:

| wanted to use this space to tell Yuma
Chapter how ftruly grateful we are (myself and
my family) that you all are a part of our lives. The
love and support you have given Brother DJ and
| these last two years is beyond compare. You
all have often times had more confidence in our
abilities than we had in ourselves!

What we are most appreciative of is the
Chapter’s love and support you all have for our
girls. You always ask about them, about school,
about sports, and you all have been so
supportive and helpful with our older daughter
through her volleyball injuries. Both of our girls
know how much extra love and support they
have in whatever they do and it motivates them
to do the best they can in all they do.

To Yuma Chapter, THANK YOU will never be
enough to tell you how much we love you all and
appreciate all you do for us and our Chapter.
You all are some of the most amazing people we
know and we are honored and blessed to call
you family. Thank you, Yuma Chapter #14, for
everything! We love you all!

MESA STARLIGHT #16, Mesa
Sylvia Spriestersbach, WM, Reporter

Our colorful year is coming to an end as we
close our box of crayons and say goodbye to the
pink flamingos. Sister Sylvia Spriestersbach,
WM, and Brother Bob Cherry, WP, want to thank
our Sisters and Brothers who visited Mesa
Starlight #16 and supported us during this last
year.

The April 21st meeting was a bittersweet
evening as we said a fond farewell to our
Secretary, Sister Renee Hurd, who moved to
North Carolina. We will certainly miss her, but
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we know that she will enjoy her
new home and being close to her
children and grandchildren.

On April 19th, we gathered for our
annual Chapter picnic. As always,
we enjoyed good food and

wonderful fellowship!

On Saturday, May 31st,
Sister Debbie Robinson and
Brother Bob Cherry will take
flight with the butterflies as
they begin a new chapter in

the history of Mesa Starlight
#16. The “Neon Wings and Big Dreams”
installation will be at 1:00pm at Oriental #20
Lodge, 726 N. Center Street, Mesa. And be
ready to step back into the 80s!

KINGMAN #17, Kingman
Marie Rapoport, PM, Reporter

A fond farewell to the 2024-2025 Officers.
With WM Vicky Clark-Eakin and WP Sam Eakin
in the East, the term was well executed with
many fun nights to remember, especially the
Hands Across the Border OV with Nevada and
California members attending. Thank you to all
the officers of the Chapter for your fine ritual
work and dedication to supporting our
Community. Our WM presented donations to the
Kathryn Heidenrich Adult Center, Healthy
Families, and Advice and Aid Pregnancy Center.
Our Chapter also supported the Mason’s Bikes
for Books program. Masons will be delivering 16
bikes and helmets to those students from seven
different schools in our area who qualified.

With elections being held Thursday, May 1st,
we will be installing new officers for our
Chapter on Friday, May 30th:

o Worthy Matron: Tiffany LeClaire
Worthy Patron: Robert “Bob” Weed
Associate Matron: Moira Carlton
Associate Patron: Roque Fernandez
Secretary: Yvette Stratton

o Treasurer: Teresa Fuller-Pendergraft
« Conductress: Debb Burrows
« Associate Conductress: Beverly Farrington.
Tiffany’s theme is “Remembrance” in honor of
her father. We hope that many members saw
the invitation on StarMail for the Installation and
plan to attend to support these new Officers.
At our recent meeting, it was voted and
approved to list all members of the Chapter who
have been active this past term in the Booster
section of the new Grand Chapter Directory.
There are many of us planning to attend
“‘Catch Your Dreams” Grand Chapter Session
this August. We look forward to seeing many of
our Sisters and Brothers from Chapters all
around our State, as well as from several other
jurisdictions. If you are planning to attend Grand
Chapter, don’t forget to make your reservations
for two very special banquets at Grand Chapter
this year. Tuesday night banquet will honor our
Chapter member Sister Tori Loll, Worthy Grand
Martha. Thursday night Distinguished Guests
banquet will be honoring our very special
Chapter member, Sister Billie Bradfield, MWGM.
We are so blessed as a Chapter to have these
two as members.
Incoming WM Tiffany LeClaire has lots of great
plans for her term. Attend any of our upcoming
meetings and learn what’s on her agenda and
enjoy the fellowship.
e Thursday, June 5th, 7:00pm - Stated
Meeting

« Monday, June 9th — Stars will be cooking
and serving dinner to the Masons of Lodge
#22.

e Thursday, October 2nd, 7:00pm -
Friendship Night/Regular Stated Meeting

« OFFICIAL VISIT - Friday, October 3rd,

7:00pm. Details will be posted on StarMail.

Our regular stated meetings are held the first
Thursday of each month (except July and
August) at 7:00pm upstairs at 212 N. 4th Street
in Kingman. We do have a lift (open elevator) for
those of you who wish to avoid the stairs. All are
welcome and we hope to see many Stars attend.

I's been my pleasure to be Stars Over Arizona
reporter for this Chapter. Thank you for the
honor.

Sincere best wishes to all members for a
wonderful new year!
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CHANDLER #18, Chandler
Jennifer Rose-Graeb, Reporter

Chandler Chapter has had a
successful “You’re Never Fully
Dressed Without A Smile” term.
On April 27th, we enjoyed a day
at ASU Gammage seeing
“Camelot”. It was a great time. On
May 4th, we decorated teacher
appreciation cards for Fulton
Elementary School.

Congratulations to Sister Karen Lehman and
Brother Bob Lehman, and all those who were
elected. On May 24th, we started our term with
“One Little Spark.”

We can’t wait to see everyone at Grand
Chapter and see our Grand offices shine.

GLENDALE #20, Glendale
Carol Heer, PM, Reporter

How quickly time flies, another term is almost
over. We are very proud of our WM Beverly
Stanfield, who is 90+. She fell and broke her hip,
was moved into an independent care center, and
yet only missed one meeting. We are also proud
of two of our other ladies. They are both almost
blind and still learned their parts and presented
them very well.

We are looking forward to our incoming
officers and know they all will do a very good
job. Our incoming elected officers are:

o Worthy Matron: Emma Horn
Worthy Patron: Jerry Benham
Associate Matron: Sarah Horn
Associate Patron: Gary Horn
Secretary: Anita Adams
Treasurer: Carol Heer
Conductress: Linda Bentley

Hopefully we will have an AC soon. Glendale’s
installation will be May 24th at 10:00am.

Glendale had a very successful bottle auction
on Saturday, May 3rd. It was so much fun. There
were door prizes, cake walks, and many bottles
(some liqueur, some others). We also had a
wonderful meal cooked by our famous chef Gary
Horn. Linda Bentley did a marvelous job of
preparing everything for the auction.

Glendale meets the first and third
Wednesday of the month with the exception of

the 3rd Wednesday in June and all of July and
August. We meet at the Glendale Masonic
Temple, 6831 N. 58th Avenue at 7:30pm. We
would love to have you visit us.

QUEEN ESTHER #22, Phoenix
Kristine Phoenix, Reporter

Greetings Sisters and Brothers!

Happy Spring everyone! For those who could

not attend our Friendship Night on February 20th
in celebration of Queen Esther’'s 107th birthday,
we had a grand ol’ time! We all enjoyed our
dinner before our meeting featuring sloppy joes
with all the fixings and birthday cake, along with
our visiting OES friends. The winner of our very
popular Lucky Gift Basket valued at $300 was
drawn by WGM, Candy Leininger, and it was
none other than Queen Esther's own Tony
DiCola! Lucky man!
Queen Esther #22 also
partnered up with Golden Rule
#1 for a Poker Run fundraiser
that took place on Saturday,
April 26th. While the rules of the
game changed and participants
from both Chapters opted to not
have actual stops along the way
to the final destination of the
DiCola’s home in Chino Valley for a huge BBQ
lunch, other carnival games with prizes were
organized along with the poker hands. All the
poker winners of the day were members of
Golden Rule who won best hand, 2nd best hand,
and the worst hand of the day!

Rounding up the year is Queen Esther’s
Installation of Officers to be held on a new
date — Saturday, May 31st, with lunch at 12:00
noon and installation at 1:30pm. Kristine and
Arthur Phoenix will be installed for the first time
as WM and WP and their theme will be Travel
Through Time. Looking forward to seeing you
there — we hope you can join us!

CASA GRANDE #28, Casa Grande
Kathy Zak, PM, Reporter

Casa Grande #28 has been focusing on
fundraising this Winter and Spring. In March, we
held a successful estate sale which generated
almost $600 for the Chapter. At our OV in March
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we put together a date night basket which
included a bottle of bubbly, two champagne
flutes, chocolate trifles, and a $50 gift card to
Texas Roadhouse. We raised almost $250
which helped us to establish our Masonic Youth
Organizations (Demolay, Rainbow, and Job’s
Daughters) fund.

Finally in late April we held a successful
initiation of Christina Workman, who was
initiated under the new guidelines of no direct
familial connection. She was sponsored by
Brother Mike Harper, our current Chaplain.
Growing our Chapter under the new rules will
give us access to many new candidates that we
were not able to reach. We affectionately refer to
this season as ‘the friends and family’ approach!
We love it!

FRIENDSHIP #40, Glendale
Shery Goodman, PM, Reporter

It's beautiful springtime in the Valley — the
weather (so far) is marvelous since summertime
temps haven’t kicked in yet, and we’re enjoying
wonderful days.

Our Chapter reached all goals this year and
gave generous donations to the Glendale Police
Department Family Advocacy Center that
provides services to crime victims, providing a
place for them to feel safe.

The Chapter is so glad that our two newest
members, Pat and Paul Zimmerman, have been
so supportive, taking the stations of AM and AP.
We are so very happy they have chosen to
become willingly engaged in our reaching
activity success.

We had elections at our meeting of May 6th
and we have a terrific slate of incoming officers.
Our WM-Elect is Linda Beck, PM; WP-Elect is
Walter Lorimior; Dora Nickell is AM-Elect, and
Paul Zimmerman is AP-Elect. | will continue as
Secretary as will Vivian Lorimor, Treasurer;
Dorthy Jamieson will be our Conductress and
Christine Irestone will be AC. DJ Krugen
accepted the position of 3-year Trustee. We

couldn’t be happier with our incoming slate of
hard-working elected officers. It's going to be
another very successful year.

At our May 20th meeting we had Reports and
Farewells and the finale drawing for prizes in
Dora’s gift basket.

Open Installation of our officers will be held
June 3rd at 10:00am and we’re looking forward
to the event. We invite all our Sisters and
Brothers to come celebrate with us and be
treated to lunch following Installation. Please
join us.

Inviting every Star member to visit Friendship
#40 meetings on the first and third Tuesday
of the month. Bring your lunch with you to the
dining room after 11:30am and join our
members for a lovely social hour or so, and the
meeting commences at 1:00pm.

Friendship #40 extends thoughts and prayers
to all those who are ill.

SCOTTSDALE #43, Scottsdale
Linda Sayre, WM, Reporter

We cordially invite you to attend the open
Installation of Officers on Friday, May 30th at
7:00pm at Scottsdale Lodge, 2531 N. Scottsdale
Road. Reception will follow the Installation.
Maryalta Cooper is our WM-Elect and Russell
Sayre is our WP-Elect.

The first meeting of the new term will be on
Monday, June 9th, at 7:30pm. We will be dark
during the summer and will return in September.

We will sell Root Beer Floats at the Shrine
Corn Fest August 23rd and 24th. Drop by and
say hi.

Have a wonderful summer!

ACACIA #46, Avondale
Wally Campbell, WM, Reporter

Our Chapter's open installation was held on
May 17th when Sister Wally Campbell, PM and
Brother Ed Gordon, PP were installed as WM
and WP for our Chapter. June 12th will be the
first meeting of the new term, complete with ice
cream sundaes, and we are looking forward to a
very busy year. The theme, “Be Kind”, will be
expressed in many ways during the coming
year. From offering rides to Chapter, to visiting
our members no longer able to attend Chapter
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meetings, and by offering help and support
whenever needed. As a Chapter, we are
embracing “Do what you can, with what you
have, where you are.”

We will continue to support the Avondale
Police Department Shop with a Cop program,
their Explorer program, and OES Service Dogs.
We will also have a food drive and a stuffed
animal collection drive for first responders to
have when encountering children on an
emergency call, school supplies drive, and many
fundraisers!

We will be working hard throughout the next
year for our Grand Officer to get ready for
2026-2027. We are so proud of Grand Sentinel
Ed Gordon who is serving as our WP this year.

In August, we are looking forward to Grand
Chapter of Arizona August 5th—9th to be held at
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort in Tucson. We
are going to go and “Catch Our Dreams” with
WGM Candace Leininger and WGP Doug
Steele.

Our next meeting will be September 11th
and will honor Grand appointments.

SUNNYSLOPE #47, Phoenix
Diane Hoover, Reporter

The New Year has started and we now have
our installed officers for 2025-26. Sarah Liguori
is the WM and her son Christian Liguori the WP.
Kathy Kelly is the AM and her son Tim Curran
the AP. We look forward to the coming year and
know it will be lots of fun and accomplishment.

Our Wii Bowling tournament will be held at the
Chandler Lodge again this year. The date and
time will be announced in the near future. Grand
Chapter will be here soon where WGM Candy
Leininger and WGP Doug Steele will preside.
This has been a great year for them and also
loads of fun. We congratulate them.

We wish all a great summer and stay healthy
and cool.

SAGUARO #48, Tucson
Kolleen Apger, Reporter

It is once again time for reflection and renewal.
May and June are busy months for OES
Chapters. There are elections and installations
across Arizona. One WM’s era is ending;

another’s begins. It is the same for Saguaro #48,
with one difference: As WGM Candy’s home
Chapter, we are the “host” chapter for Grand
Chapter.

Just like a great dinner party, preparation for
Grand Chapter has a list of hundreds, if not
thousands, of chores to complete before the
opening of the 2025 Grand Session. Many more
will need to be addressed during the event itself.
Committee chairs, appointed months ago, begin
the work of assembling and coordinating their
particular duties so that, on that first day of
Grand Chapter, everything runs smoothly.
However, since almost nothing ever runs
effortlessly, backup plans are always available.
This allows everyone involved to shrug when
asked, “How did you get all this done on time?”.
The standard response, of course, is, “It was
nothing.”

So, to those attending this year’s Grand
Chapter in Tucson, this reporter has one
request: Seek out those Star members who
appear to have used all but their last functioning
nerves. Touch them gently, and tell them, “Wow!
Everything looks great! You've done a beautiful
job. Thank you.” Because this year, as in every
year, they have.

See you in August!!

STARS OF PARADISE #56, Paradise Valley
Virginia Valente, Reporter

“To bring HOPE we must GROW, embracing
our future is not in our Past.” Stars of Paradise
#56 is so fortunate to have such faithful and
loyal members. In spite of our ages and physical
limitations, we keep trying to keep our Chapter
from closing. The Chapter has changed its
meeting nights to one meeting a month, the
second Thursday of each month. The
exceptions are the fourth Thursday meeting in
September and two meetings in May. We're
looking forward to the upcoming year with
HOPE.

On Thursday, May 24th, the Chapter will
celebrate all birthdays from January to
September. Come and join us!

Stars of Paradise would like to invite everyone
to our Installation on Thursday, May 29th at
7:00pm. We will have dinner prior to our
Installation at 6:00pm.
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On September 11th we will have our annual
Ice Cream Social. Please come and join us at
6:00pm.

PEORIA #59, Peoria
Marsha Young, GTE, Reporter

Peoria #59 recently
sponsored and presented a
grant from the Arizona Eastern
Star Foundation (AESF) to
Billy’s Place of Glendale. Billy’s
Place is a community where
kids and families experiencing
grief can feel safe expressing

their grief without fear of
judgement.
Per Madelyn Vincent,

Associate Executive Director, “Billy’s Place is
honored to receive a generous grant from the
AESF. This support will directly fund our Grief
Peer Support Groups, which provide kids and
families a safe space to talk about their loss and
connect with others who understand what
they’re going through.”

“Grief is hard, especially for children. Many
don’t know how to put their feelings into words,
and parents or caregivers are often grieving
themselves. That's why our groups use art, play,
and conversation to help kids process their
emotions and build healthy coping tools. This
grant allows us to purchase the supplies we
need to continue that important work.

‘As we prepare to move into a new, larger
home in Peoria this year, we’re looking forward
to expanding our programs and serving even
more families. This support comes at just the
right time. Thank you to the AESF and Peoria
#59 for recognizing the importance of grief
support and helping us continue to show up for
families when they need it most.”

Billy’s Place was selected by the WM to be her
special project for the Chapter, and we have
enjoyed supporting them this year.

On April 23rd, Peoria #59
celebrated its birthday by
recognizing our surviving
Charter Members, Sister
Betty and Brother Bob
Osborne. They  were

presented and honored
with a passage dedicated to them. Peoria was
Instituted on September 23, 1967, and
Constituted on April 20, 1968. Happy Birthday,
Peoria Chapter!

The Farewell Dinner for our WM and WP will
be held on Sunday, June 1st at 1:30pm at Don
Ruben’s Mexican Restaurant at 11340 W. Bell
Road, Suite 125 in Surprise. Please let Sister
Catelyn Sweeney, AM, know if you plan to be
there so she can provide a count to the
restaurant. Sister Catelyn can be reached at her
email catiemax94@yahoo.com.

PONDEROSA #64, Payson
Kathleen Hemmingsen, PM, Reporter

Ponderosa  #64  celebrated its  50th
anniversary, Friendship Night, and last meeting
at Sy Harrison Lodge on March 17th. We were
honored with a visit from Doug Steele, WGP,
Donna DiCola, AGM, Gil Marriott, AGP, Ed
Gordon, Grand Sentinel, Sandra Gordon, Grand
Organist, and five PGMs.

Due to Sy Harrison Lodge closing and the
building being sold, the Chapter is now meeting
at the Payson Elks. The members of the Chapter
voted to continue the Chapter. In June, we will
start meeting once a month on the third
Monday of the month at 6:00pm and will be
dark January and February. Because of this
change, the members have been busy relocating
paraphernalia and emptying a shed with yard
sale items.

On Saturday, July 12th from 9:00am to
1:00pm, we will be having a table at the Elks
quarterly craft fair. We will be selling baked
goods and our cookbooks.

See you at Grand Chapter.
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Registration for Supreme Session for Job's Daughters International

As you may have heard, Job’s Daughters International is holding their Supreme Session in
Glendale from July 20 through 26 at the Renaissance Hotel in Glendale, AZ.

Below you will find a link to register. You must be registered to attend any event. There are
in-person or virtual options for attendance. If you have any questions, please let me know.

Donna Dobkins
Assisting Supreme Deputy to Arizona, New Mexico, and Las Vegas, NV

Job’s Daughters International
jobsdaughtersinternational.org

https://jobsdaughtersinternational.org/supreme-session/
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IN MEMORIAM
Sister Martha Patterson, PGM, 1997-1998, Mesa Starlight #16
Sister Maralyn “Lyn” Turney, PM ..........cccoooiiiiiiiniin, Golden Rule #1, Arcadia #9
Brother Charles “Chuck” Fortner, PP ..o Pearl of Venus #6
Brother Mario Orozco, PP ... Kingman #17

Deadline for the next SOA issue (covering
September, October, and November) is

AUGUST 15TH, 2025

FRIENDLY REMINDER FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES

To help us keep articles organized and easy to find, we ask that
when you send in your articles for the SOA, please include the
following in the Subject line of your email:

SOA Article, Chapter Name and Number
(ex: SOA Article, Yuma #14)

Also, please make sure to address your email to both BJ and
Sabrina. Thank you!

APPY BIRTHDAY

Sandra Gordon, Gr Organist ..... 22nd  E. Dean Powell, PGP, Gr Trste.....3rd David Gillis, PGP.............ccceeeinnnnn. 3rd
Norma Sebastian, Gr Martha.....22nd Randy Ahrens, PGP...................... 4th  Gil Marriott, Assoc Gr Patron ......... 6th
Perry Casazza, PGP................... 24th  Mitzi Loughridge, PGM ................. 7th  Gary Horn, WGP ........ccccccceene 12th
Tori Loll, PGM.......coovvviiiiieeennn. 29th  Barbara Wunder, PGM ............... 12th  William Rhyan, PGP.................... 27th

Johnnie Bowden, PGM ............... 17th



UPCOMING EVENTS

May 30, 2025 Friday Installation Kingman #17, Kingman 6:30pm
May 30, 2025 Friday Installation Scottsdale #43, Scottsdale 7:00pm
May 30, 2025 Friday Installation Desert Star #54, Tucson 7:00pm
May 31, 2025 Saturday Installation Yuma #14, Yuma 1:00pm
May 31, 2025 Saturday Installation Mesa Starlight #16, Mesa 1:00pm
May 31, 2025 Saturday Installation Queen Esther #22, Phoenix | 1:30pm
June 3, 2025 Tuesday Installation Friendship #40, Glendale 10:00am
June 7, 2025 Saturday Installation Grand Canyon #4, Flagstaff | 1:00pm
June 7, 2025 Saturday Installation Peoria #59, Sun City 1:00pm
June 9, 2025 Monday Installation caed Grg”rgﬁ d’f& Casa | 5.300m
June 14, 2025 Saturday Installation Mizpah #57, Show Low 1:00pm
August 65, 2025 | Wednesday-| GRAND CHAPTER | Loows Ventana Canvon | i pay




