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MEET THE GRAND OFFICERS

Worthy Grand Matron
Donna DiCola is a native
Arizonan, born in Phoenix.
She married Tony on July
4th, 2000, which means
they just celebrated 25
years together!

She was looking for a
means of developing a
social circle outside of work and noticed that
one of her co-workers, Sister Georganne
Rodgers, was always going places and sharing
stories of recent activities and get-togethers.
Georganne assisted in finding a Masonic family
relationship and Donna was initiated into Queen
Esther #22 in 2005. She was immediately
installed as Marshal and from that point forward,
has never looked back! She has served as WM
twice and has held many Chapter and Grand
Chapter committee appointments.

In 2013, Donna was honored to serve as
Grand Adah for Mary Jackson, PGM and Jack
Wade, PGP. She was elected to serve as Grand
Treasurer in 2014 and continued to serve in that
capacity until 2022, when elected to the Grand
North.

Donna moved from the Phoenix area to Chino
Valley in 2021 and affiliated with Golden Rule
#1 and later Verde Valley #7. She loves serving
her Chapters and the Grand Chapter. The times
shared with her Eastern Star family are
rewarding and she is thankful for the opportunity
to be a part of such a beautiful Order. Donna is
looking forward to traveling with the Paw Posse
Grand Family and visiting all of the Arizona
Chapters. She looks forward to working with the
membership to ensure the success of Grand
Chapter for the 2025-2026 Grand Chapter term.

Donna is also honored to serve as
(continued on page 10)
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FROM THE EDITORS

Another Grand Chapter is in the books and what a grand time it was! We hope
you all were able to “catch your dreams” this past year. Thank you to Sister
Candace and Brother Doug for a wonderful year full of laughs and memories!
Congratulations to WGM Donna DiCola and WGP Gil Marriott and all the newly
elected and appointed Grand Officers. We know Arizona Eastern Star can’t wait
to “shake things up” We would also like to congratulate all the newly selected
SOA reporters for this year! We look forward to learning about all your Chapters
and seeing what exciting things you all have in store!
We would like to give a special thank you to Sister Donna and Brother Gil for
the opportunity to continue working on the SOA. This is truly a labor of love for us and we could not
do this without all your support. We hope to continue putting out wonderful editions for all our Sisters

and Brothers, near and far!

If you see anything that needs to be changed or corrected, please let us know! We wish you all a
safe Labor Day weekend, a howling good Halloween, and a wonderfully blessed Thanksgiving! We

hope to see you all along the Eastern Star trail!
B.J. Dale and Sabrina Arps, Co-Editors

2025-2025 TERM INFORMATION
Session: Pawprints of Love
Theme: Shake Things Up!

Motto: Sometimes you need to shake things up
to see the magic.

WGM Emblems: Snow Globes and Dogs
WGP Emblem: Western Hat/Horseshoe and
Minions
WGM Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6 - “Trust in the
Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” (NKJV)
WGP Scripture: Corinthians 13:13 - “And now
these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the
greatest of these is love.”

WGM Colors: Purple and Blue
WGP Colors: Blue

WGM Flowers: Roses
WGP Flower: Mountain Laurel

WGM'’s Songs: One Voice (Barry Manilow)/
That’'s Amore (Dean Martin)/High Hopes (Frank
Sinatra)/Where Everybody Knows Your Name
(Cheers)/Best Day of My Life (American
Authors)/Count on Me (Bruno Mars)/Sweet
Caroline (Neal Diamond)/Feelin’ Groovy (Simon
and Garfunkel)

WGP’s Songs: Back in the Saddle Again,
Dream Lover, I'll Never Find Another You (The
Seekers)/Little Deuce Coupe (The Beach Boys)/
Blueberry Hill (Fats Domino)/l Walk the Line
(Johnny Cash)/Tom Dooley (The Kingston Trio)/
Mr. Custer (Larry Verne)/The Lion Sleeps
Tonight (The Tokens)

Project of AZ Grand Chapter: Service Dogs,
Regenerative Medicine

Special Project: Community Chest
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EASTERN STAR JOURNAL

By Donna Parrish, PGM
GGCCM, Eastern Star Journal Chairman and Editor

The Eastern Star Journal is the official publication of the General Grand Chapter. | have been
honored to have been selected as the Chairman and Editor for this triennium by Sister Billie
Bradfield, MWGM and Brother Mike Berry, MWGP. The publication comes out online (via the
General Grand Chapter website) three times a year — the first week of January, May, and
September.

We are featuring stories from everywhere in the Eastern Star world. Check it out to find some
ideas for unique and fun fundraisers or membership events.

Anyone can submit an article. It doesn’t go through the Grand Chapter office, it comes directly to
me. If your Chapter has a fun or interesting fundraiser or “fun’raiser, please submit it. If you have a
member receiving a 75-year or higher pin, that always deserves a special shout out! Always include
photos! Submit articles that are editable (for example, Word documents). Photos must be submitted
as JPEGs (not attached to the Word document, but separate) with captions included in the emails.
Please identify people if possible. If there are children in the photos, I'll blur their faces and won'’t
identify them unless | have a written and signed release from the parent or guardian. Please do not
submit articles and photos that have run in other publications such as newspapers or magazines
(except the SOA, of course, I’'m sure the editors won’t object), because they’re copyrighted. If you
submitted a press release to the publication and you took the photo, that’s fine. Just please don’t
submit a story they wrote or a photo they took.

To submit an article and photo, please email it to me at oesjournal2427@gmail.com. | look forward
to hearing from you!

PAWS for a Special Bulletin
By Donna DiCola, WGM

Masonic Community Family Picnic — Kiwanis Park in Tempe, AZ — Saturday October 25th —
10:00am to 3:00pm

We are excited this year to partner with the Grand Lodge of
Arizona for this fun family picnic. There will be lots of games
and activities for both the young and the young at heart.
Practice your corn hole skills and challenge your Chapter
members to a game. Perhaps throw down with another Lodge
or Chapter for the corn hole champion bragging rights. Not
into corn hole? Perhaps karaoke is more to your liking.
Whether you are a player or spectator, it will be a fun day! The
cost is $10.00 per person and includes food and participation in all games/activities. Tickets cannot
be sold at the picnic and must be purchased in advance. If you have any questions, please contact
Debbie Vasquez, 480-241-1481 or dvasquez1954@icloud.com.

Fiesta Day — Lip Sync Competition — Sun City Masonic Lodge — Saturday February 28, 2026.
A new activity is planned for Fiesta Day this year. We are planning a lip sync
competition! Think of a song that paints vivid pictures of the characters or the
artist in your mind. Performing participants (individual or groups) can act out a
scene to the song lyrics or maybe do a little soft shoe or show us your dance
moves. This is an opportunity to exercise your wild imagination, be creative, and
have fun. Dust off your playlists, turn up the radio, and put on those thinking
caps on. Lets see who will be crowned the Lip Syncing Champion of AZ Grand
Chapter!
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PHONE DOWN, JUST DRIVE

| have been a part of a newer non-profit group called “Phone Down, Just Drive”, since our daughter
became involved. The Non-Profit was started by Julie Festerling, when her daughter and her
boyfriend were read-ended by a driver on her phone. Their car was pushed into on-coming traffic,
which killed both young adults. The driver said she was not on her phone, and it ended up taking 5%
years and two separate court hearings to finally get her put away for 16 years. In the meantime, |
had told Julie about our Arizona Eastern Star Foundation. | sponsored her and she applied in 2024,
getting a grant of $1,500. | told Julie she could apply each year and | would be her sponsor. This
year, she was awarded a grant of $4,000.

Here is what Julie had to say about the grant money:

With this gracious donation, we will continue to raise awareness on the dangers of distracted
driving. We have recently partnered with the Pima County Sheriff’s Department to get our lifesaving
message into the community through their deputies. Many of their vehicles are displaying bumper
stickers with “PDJD!” logos on them! We are working with a certified middle school teacher to
develop curriculum for the Pima County School District’s resource officers, to share with students at
schools they are assigned to.

Department of Public Safety state troopers have been distributing PDJD! informative flyers at
routine traffic stops for about 3 years. Most recently, Marana Police Department asked if they, too,
could partner with us. Our volunteers are raising awareness in the local networking groups, at car
shows, expos at churches, and throughout our community. Their primary focus is to get vehicles
tagged with our important message on bumper stickers or car magnets.

One of the best ways to educate and encourage accountability is an interactive ‘“take the pledge”
ceremony. Participants read the Phones Down, Just Drive! Pledge out loud, then sign and date a
certificate (printed on certificate quality paper) and are gifted a wristband to wear on their right wrist.
This certificate is to keep and to display in a prominent location to remind them of their promise to
NOT interact with their cell phone while driving. The wristband is to wear on their right wrist to
remind them to NOT reach for their cell phone while driving.

We are still in our infancy of raising awareness and saving lives! Mothers Against Drunk Driving
fought the good fight to increase fines, penalties, and awareness with drinking and driving.
Distracted driving and cell phone use is an epidemic that is out of control. We too, will continue the
fight to save lives and to hold law breakers accountable.

Laurel Wadley, PM, Secretary
Saguaro #48
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AESF GIVES BACK

Members from Golden Rule #1, Stacey Maxwell WM, Donna DiCola, WGM, and Tony DiCola,
Grand Sentinel (representing the AESF Board as Vice President) met with Danielle Hollinger, the
Case Manager from Prescott Area Shelter Services (PASS), to present a grant from the AESF on
behalf of Golden Rule #1 in the amount of $5,000. They were so appreciative as they do NOT get

any funds from any federal or state programs.

Got Photos?!?!

If you took any pictures this past year with Candy and Doug at Official Visits, Friendship Nights, or
any other Star events, or if you took pictures in general, please send them to

doug.steele58@yahoo.com. Thank you!

Doug Steele, PGP
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Fall 2025 Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the following scholarship recipients for Fall 2025:

Sedona Abrams Olivia Fontes Christian Liguori Luke Retana
Daniel Adams Matthew Fox Lillian Lindholm Chloe Roberts
EmmalLeah Adams Amanda Franks Willow Lindholm Jake Santos
Madison Apolinar Jacob Hardy Lowell Loll Sofia Santos
Eyan Armenta Hailey Harrison Alexander Lowery Jared Schulte
Ella Badinger James Hemmingsen Hunter Martoccia Madison Sherman
Kristina Calvert Ana Hetherington Jo Mikronis Marshall Sherman
Noah Canisales Lane Hoefler Tyler Miller Kai Sweeney
Madeline Carlton Katharyn Holm Allison Minturn Adrianna Throop
Jameson Cione Hailey Houseman Jennifer Moller Elizabeth Throop
Erlinda Delacruz Alexander Hulstrom Caitlyn Morris Jianna Valenti
Markenzie Dore' Gavin Alexa Ignacio Alexander Paige Serena Valenzuela
Mackenzie Dovzak Richard Johnston Laureen Pew Ashlee Welsh
Averie Dunn Samuel Johnston Sarah Phillips Catherine Winn
Karson Dunn Karen Lehman Nathan Reed Sydney Winn
Isabella Fontes Allyson Liguori

Thank you to all the Chapters for their continued support.
Arizona Eastern Star Scholarship Committee
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Co-Chair of the Finance Committee for the 2027
General Grand Chapter Triennial Session. This
is going to be a PAWSatively awesome year!

Worthy Grand Patron Gil
Marriott was born and
raised in a small town in
Northeastern = Connecticut
on the Rhode Island border.
The town was surrounded
by woods, rivers and lakes.
Growing up he and his

friends spent tons of time
fishing, hunting, shooting, and camping. In the
winter there was ice skating and pick-up hockey.
Of course they participated in the usual sports
activities on through high school. They would go
to the ocean over in Rhode Island for surf
casting trips. Gil had a great time growing up!

Eventually Gil actually graduated from college.
He went to Nichols College, a small private
school in Dudley, Massachusetts and finished
with an accounting major. After a couple of years
working for a firm in Hartford, they opened an
office in Santa Ana, California and transferred
him to that office in 1968. In California Gil met
the love of his life and best bud Linda in 1971.
They were married in 1972 and are still going
strong! They have enjoyed lots of camping,
fishing, hunting, hockey games (Kings and
Ducks), and travel along the way. They have two
sons, Richard and Danny, and Gil was a Cub
Master and Scout Master when his sons were in
Scouting. In 1980 he received his MBA from
Pepperdine University, good ol’ PU.

The last thirty years of his working career Gil
held executive positions with Japanese tire
companies, Bridgestone, Yokohama, and
Falken. While with Bridgestone he and his family
relocated to Tennessee for six years. They had
a great time in Tennessee, but then they headed
back to California to work for Yokohama and
Falken. With these companies they traveled
internationally on dealer trips, especially with
Falken. During this time Gil took business trips
three or four times a year to Japan, and China
once. He still doesn’t speak any Japanese and
eats with a fork in Japanese restaurants! He
officially retired at the end of 2009.

Gil was raised a Master Mason in 2013 in
Aztlan Lodge #1 and initiated into Star in 2014 in

Golden Rule #1. For Aztlan he held several
positions, including Treasurer, and for Golden
Rule he was WP three times, so far. Currently
he is AP for Golden Rule #1 and Verde Valley
#7.

Gil still has his gun collection and goes
shooting. He and his wife take the Corvette out
usually on weekends. As of this writing they
have two horses, two German Shepherds, three
cats, 11 hens, and Linda just added six baby
chicks and one happy Rudy the rooster. So
there you have it!

Associate Grand Matron
Ruth Wilmot is a 4th
generation Arizonan born in
Phoenix, but raised in
Yuma. Her parents started
the family early traveling
the state and learning the

history. She loves most

everywhere she has been
in Arizona.

Ruth comes from a Masonic/OES family. Her
Mom, Mom’s parents, and Dad’s mom were all
in Eastern Star. Her Grandfather, father, and
husband are Masons. She was in Rainbow in
Yuma as a youth. She was initiated into Yuma
#14 when she became a Majority Rainbow. She
became a member of Mizpah #57 because she
summers in the White Mountains. She has been
WM of Yuma #14 twice, served a few years as
Secretary, and is currently a Star Point (Martha
in Yuma and Esther in Mizpah).

Ruth is a retired elementary school teacher
and still substitutes as much as she can when
she is home in Yuma. She is also involved in her
church, teaching organizations, politics (can’t
help it — married to an elected official!), shooting
sports, gardening, crafting, and exploring the
desert with her husband. In her rare spare time,
she likes to read, do puzzles, and of course
hang out with the horse.

Associate Grand Patron
Ed Gordon was born and
raised in Southern New
Jersey  before  making
Arizona his home in 1976.
He began his journey in
OES in 2007 with his
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initiation into Acacia #46, and is also a dedicated
member of Peoria #59.

Throughout his service, Ed has held numerous
leadership roles, including Grand Marshal
(2023-2024), Grand Sentinel (2024-2025), and
has served on the ESTARL and Audio/Visual
Committees of Grand Chapter. He has chaired
both the Fiesta Day and Stair Masters
Committees and served as Assistant Grand
Sentinel and Grand Escort. He currently serves
as WP of Acacia #46, a role he has previously
held five times between Acacia and Peoria. His
additional Chapter service includes positions as
AP, Marshal, and Warder.

In the Masonic fraternity, Ed has been a Life
Member of Acacia Lodge #42 F&AM since 1978
and is a three-time Past Master. He currently
serves as a Lodge Trustee and most recently
held the office of Junior Warden. Ed is also a
member of the Valley of Phoenix, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite. In recognition of his
committed service to the Masonic Family, he
was honored this past June with the 2025
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Grand
Lodge of Arizona.

Outside his fraternal commitments, Ed
contributes his talents to his church’s
Audio/Visual team. He shares his life with his
wife of 32 years, Sandy Gordon, PM, a member
of Peoria #59 and recent Grand Organist. Ed is
a proud father of six daughters, grandfather to
fifteen grandsons and three granddaughters,
and great-grandfather to one great-grandson
and one great-granddaughter.

Ed deeply values his involvement in OES and
treasures the many friendships he has formed
along the way.

Grand Secretary Diana
Houlette was born and
raised in Tempe. When she
turned 12 vyears old she
joined Rainbow Trail
Assembly #16, IORG, and
loved every minute of being
a Rainbow Girl. She stayed

active until she reached her
majority. She had joined Starlight #50, OES
when she turned 18 in Tempe and found that it
was an adjustment from Rainbow to Eastern
Star. It took some time before she really hit her

stride in an adult organization but found she
loved it and has been a member for 58 years.
She has served as WM three times: the first time
was in 1987 in Starlight #50, then Saguaro #48
in 2000, and Mesa Starlight #16 in 2015.

Diana served as Grand Adah for Juanita May
and Jack Pate in 2001-2002. She was elected
AGC in 2002 and was WGM in 2005-2006. She
was elected Grand Trustee in 2006, served for
three years, and was elected Grand Secretary in
2009. She served as Grand Secretary until
2013, took a year and a half off, then was
installed again as Grand Secretary in January
2015 and served until 2021. She was appointed
as Grand Secretary, Pro-Tem by WGM Candace
Leininger on April 17th to finish out Renee
Hurd’s year.

Diana was married to Howard Houlette for 51
years until his death in April 2023. She has two
daughters and two grandsons. She graduated
from Tempe High School and completed one
year of college. She has embraced being a
member of fraternal orders since she was
twelve. She loves the structure of the Ritualistic
work, as well as the friendships and camaraderie
that being a member of a fraternal organization
affords. She has been honored to serve Eastern
Star over the years and is so blessed to serve as
Grand Secretary for her friend Donna DiCola for
her last year of service as Grand Secretary.

Grand Treasurer Pam
Wade has been involved
with the Masonic youth
groups as a member and
as an adult leader when her
children were members.
She is currently active in
the two Ladies Shrine

organizations but most of
her time is dedicated to Eastern Star. Her
position as Grand Treasurer allows her to work
with many of the committees and groups of
Arizona Grand Chapter. There is a lot of activity
and different avenues of interest and charity
within our organization.

Coming from a Masonic family, she learned
early that you never left a meeting without doing
the dishes. Her grandchildren know how to set
the tables in the Queen Esther dining room and
if you see a theme, you may understand that she
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likes to cook and bake. She thinks that some of
the best conversations are held in the kitchen.
You should ask her why. She first met WGM
Donna and Tony in the kitchen of a friend’s
house. They have become ‘siblings of the heart’,
and it is her great joy to share this journey with
them.

Grand Conductress
Crystal Thompson is an
Arizona native. She was

raised in Holbrook, where
she was a Rainbow Girl for
Painted Desert Assembly.
Peoria #59 is her home
Chapter where she was
installed as Esther for this

current term. Name a town in Arizona and more
than likely Crystal has either lived there as an
adult, has family there, or has traveled there.
She is a lover of the outdoors and weekend
travel which Arizona has a lot to offer. Her
career consists of two part-time positions:
Procedural Nursing for St Joseph’s Westgate
Hospital and Adjunct Professor for EMCC
Nursing School. Crystal now resides in Peoria
nearest to where her husband grew up and
where they finished raising their three beautiful
daughters who are all grown and on their own
now.

Associate Grand
Conductress Jeannine
Crounse was a Rainbow
Girl in Sunshine Assembly
in Tucson. She joined
Saguaro #48 in October
1983 with her best friend
Amy Pate. She became one

of the founding members of
Avra #68 and served as WM in 1988-1989 with
her father. She served as WM in Saguaro
Chapter in 2001-2002, 2020-2021, and
2021-2022. She served as Grand Ruth in
2022-2023 for Sister Mitzi Loughridge and
Brother Jim Wadley.

Jeannine has four grown children, two
daughters and two sons, as well as two
grandsons with another on the way. She is a
nanny to a one year old boy who keeps her very
busy. She has two cats, two dogs, and one

husband at home! She loves old movies, cross
stitch, painting, sewing, and just about any other
arts and crafts.

Jeannine is looking forward to traveling around
the state and elsewhere this year and making
new friends along the way. She cannot wait to
meet you in her travels! Here’s to a wonderful
year with WGM Donna and WGP Gil!

Grand Trustee, Chairman
Mitzi Loughridge, PGM
was initiated in 1976 in
Mendon, Ohio, but she
proudly calls Golden Rule
#1 her home Chapter and is
a dual member of Mizpah

#57. She has only been

WM once, but her favorite
office is Conductress because she had an
opportunity to meet people, introduce people,
and the best part of being Conductress was
opening and closing the Bible.

Currently she has one dog, a Maltese named
Scarlet, who is very spoiled. She is a retired
nurse of over 46 years, a great profession and
career, however, she is trying out the retirement
career for now. Her favorite hobby is Eastern
Star, but when there is time, she also enjoys
walking, singing, dancing, and playing the piano.

As her journey continues, she will be sharing
her songs and dancing (with lots of laughter, ha
ha) with the new Grand Officer family. She
keeps her spirit of the Five Pennies going: to
Wish on, to Dream on, to Dance on, to Laugh
on, and to Love on; with these five pennies you'll
be a millionaire!

Grand Trustee 2-year
Douglas M. Steele, PGP is
a native Arizonan born in
Tucson, the youngest of
three children of Tom and
Alice Steele. He has been
married to his wife Phyllis

for 42 years and has two

daughters and four
grandchildren. He retired after 45 years working
for Gannett Corporation, the parent company of
USA Today and the Arizona Republic, and has a
BS degree in Business Management. Doug was
raised a Master Mason in 1981 in Wayfarers
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Lodge #50 by his father who was the Master of
the Lodge at the time, and where he himself has
been Master of the Lodge four times. Doug is
also a member of the Phoenix York Rite, where
he has served as High Priest and lllustrious
Master, and a 42-year member of the Phoenix
Scottish Rite. He joined Sunnyslope #47 in 2011
where he is a three-time PP. He also served as
the Associate Bethel Guardian to Bethel #22 of
the International Order of Job’s Daughters for
several years. His father Tom was WGP of
Arizona in 1985-1986 serving with Sister
JoAnne Lopshire. In his free time Doug enjoys
his grandchildren and playing foosball, where he
plays tournaments on a state and national level.
He is also a muscle car enthusiast.

Grand Trustee 3-year
Candace Leininger, PGM
is a 4th  generation
Arizonian born in Tucson
and is very proud of her
family’s history in our great
state. She is a maijority
Rainbow Girl from Desert

Rays Assembly #37 and
then initiated into Saguaro #48 in 1979 by her
parents on the Advance Night for the Chapter.
She retired from the City of Tucson in 2008 after
25 years working in the 911 Center for the City.

Candace is married to Joe Leininger, PGP and
together they have four children and six
grandchildren, evenly divided three girls and
three boys. She served her Chapter in all five
Star Points and Chaplain, many stations more
than once, and is honored to have been
Saguaro’s WM three times. She served Grand
Chapter of Arizona as WGM in the 2024-2025
Grand Year.

Grand Trustee 1-year Amy
Pate, PM was initiated into
Saguaro #48 at 18,
following her time in
Rainbow Girls, and served
as WM in 1991. Her father,
Jack Pate, was a proud
PGP of Arizona, inspiring

her lifelong commitment to
Eastern Star. She has served as a Grand
Representative to Tennessee and Connecticut,

and Grand Chaplain. Professionally, Amy serves
as Director of Learning Technology at ASU,
where she leads strategic educational initiatives,
aligning perfectly with her passion for the
Scholarship and ESTARL committees.

With over 40 years in the Order, Amy
treasures memories of Saguaro members
rocking her son to sleep during meetings,
reconnecting with Star friends in Nevada,
Connecticut, and Vancouver, Canada, and the
joy of Starfighter Arcade nights with Chandler
#18 where she is now a member. She and her
husband, David Roman, love to travel and
recently cruised the Christmas Markets of
Europe. Amy’s favorite travel spots include
Coronado Island, Helsinki, Finland, and Lima,
Peru. She also enjoys sewing with her mom,
creating art, and cuddling her cats, each named
after a famous artist.

Grand Trustee 2-year
Marsha Young, PM was
initiated in Liberty #23 in
Holbrook on January 24,
1967, when she was still
active in Rainbow Girls and
serving as Grand Outer
Observer. She served as
WM in 1975 and was
appointed Grand Warder in 1978 by Sister Joan
Matthews. She was then transferred with her job
to Manteca, California, where she immediately
became an active dual member of Pentalpha
#339 and was an advisor for the Rainbow
Assembly there. After being transferred to
Southern California and Texas, and after 31
years with the telephone company as a test
engineer, she returned to retire in Surprise.
Marsha demitted from Pentalpha and affiliated
with Peoria #59 where she served as WM in
2009-2010. In 2008, she was elected as Grand
Treasurer and remained in that position until
2014. She was General Arrangements Chairman
for Sister Tori Loll and Brother Perry Cassaza’s
Grand Chapter Session in 2017-2018. She
recently served as Grand Lecturer for Sister
Candice Leininger and Brother Doug Steele.
Marsha is now a member of Peoria #59, Ruby
#3 (by consolidation with Liberty #23), and
Queen Esther #22 where she serves as
Treasurer. Marsha was widowed in 1971, has
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raised two sons and has five living
grandchildren. She enjoys the many friendships
her Masonic related family has afforded her.

Grand Chaplain D. Roque
Fernandez was born
January 9, 1969 in San
Francisco, California. His
family eventually moved
and settled in the Northern
Marianas Island of Saipan.
He graduated from

Marianas High School in
1987 in Saipan. In August 1992 he entered the
U.S. Navy as a Master-At-Arms, after a short
stint with the Army National Guard and U.S.
Army Reserves. His most memorable time in the
service was serving in Lackland Air Force Base
as a Military Working Dog Instructor. He retired
in October 2012 after serving 20 vyears, 2
months, and 11 days. He attended Columbia
College while in the service and obtained his
Bachelor's Degree in criminal justice. He
became a certified Arizona Police Officer in 2013
and served proudly with the Yuma Police
Department and Lake Havasu City Police
Department. He is currently employed with the
Mohave County Probation Department in Lake
Havasu City as an Adult Probation Officer.

Worshipful Brother Roque began his Masonic
journey in October of 2016 when he was initiated
into Havasu Masonic Lodge #64 being raised to
the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in January
2017. He served as Worshipful Master in 2018
and 2022 and is currently the Worshipful Master.
He has served as WP for Havasu #61 on several
occasions. He is also a member of Kingman
Lodge #22, Kingman #17, Sunrise #60, and
Grand Executive Committee Member for the
Arizona International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls.

Roque has been married to his beautiful wife
Alicia for over 33 years. They have three
children: Warren, Brandon (wife Tabitha), and
daughter Chanelle (Past Grand Worthy Advisor,
Arizona International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls). It was because of his daughter’s
involvement with Rainbow Girls that he became
a Mason in 2016.

Grand Lecturer Donna
Parrish, PGM was born
and raised in California and
started her adventure in the
Masonic family when she
joined Rainbow in California
at age 12. She loved it and
found many friends (some
of whom she is still in touch
with). She served as Worthy Advisor and as
Grand Lecturer in California in 1978. She also
joined Job’s Daughters when she was 15.
Donna joined Eastern Star in West Covina
Chapter in California in 1977, three meetings
after her 18th birthday.

In 1991, Donna decided it was time to get out
of California and moved to the Prescott area.
She married a few months later (Dan wanted to
get out of California, too). In 1993, her daughter,
Alyssa was born. When Alyssa was a couple
years old, Donna decided she really wanted to
get involved in Star again and affiliated with
Golden Rule #1. She found a home there! She
served as WM in 2000-2001 and 2004-2005
and as Grand Marshal in 2005-2006. She was
elected to the Grand Line several years later and
served as WGM in 2014-2015. Donna has
served Golden Rule as WM two more times. She
became a plural member with Verde Valley #7 in
Cottonwood several years ago and has served
as WM there once. A month before she was
installed WGM, she and Morey got married! She
warned him that her life wouldn’t be her own for
a year, but he was game. When he passed away
in 2018, he definitely left a hole.

Donna is a graphic designer and worked for
Prescott Newspapers from 1991 to 2015. About
a year and a half ago, she was bored at home
and on a whim, she emailed the publisher asking
if there were any openings part-time. The time
was right and by the next Monday, she was
working there again, doing what she loves. She
has done, or assisted in doing, the AZ Grand
Chapter directory for more than 20 years. She
also did the recent Who's Who book for General
Grand Chapter.

Donna has worked in the newspaper business
since she was 20 and has filled various positions
over the years. One was as an editor, so when
the position became available for Editor of the
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Eastern Star Journal, she was thrilled to serve
as Editor and Chairman.

Star truly is Donna’s life, the friends she has
made are really more like family to her. When
Sister Donna, WGM asked her to serve as
Grand Lecturer, she was both shocked and
thrilled. It's been more than 100 years since a
PGM has served as an appointed Grand Officer
(also Grand Lecturer), so it's indeed a great
honor for her.

Grand Marshal Sue
Hamilton was born in New
Jersey, moved to California,
and finally moved to
Flagstaff. She joined
Flagstaff Assembly, IORG,
and served as their Worthy
Advisor and Grand

Representative to Rhode
Island. She was honored with the Grand Cross
of Colors before she received her majority in
1975. In 1974 Sue joined Grand Canyon #4 with
her parents, Bob and Irene Bursley.

Soon after the family moved to Kingman, Sue
remained in Flagstaff to complete her degree at
NAU. Upon graduation she moved to Kingman
and started teaching and demitted to Kingman
#17. It wasn’t long before she was headed up
the line to serve as their WM in 1986, after which
she served as District Instructor and later Grand
Representative to Connecticut.

Sue has been married for 43 years and has
one son, one daughter-in-law, and two fabulous
grandkids, which she spends as much time as
possible watching them play baseball, softball,
and swim. She received her 50-year pin last
year and is serving Grand Canyon #4 as their
WM this year and looks forward to a great year
serving our Order.

Sue retired in 2012 from Kingman Unified
School District after 30 years of working with
junior high students. When she relocated to
Williams she continued teaching for another
three years before finally hanging up her erasers
and markers. Sue is looking forward to traveling
a lot this year and seeing the wonder sights
around Arizona and other jurisdictions.

Grand Organist Mikayla
Dulaney was adopted from
China as an infant and lived
in  Minnesota until she
moved to AZin 2001. Since
moving here, she has lived
in the same house with her
mom and two younger
sisters. She is a majority
member of Mesa Assembly #9, IORG and Mesa
Job’s Bethel #13. During her time in Rainbow,
she was Worthy Advisor of her assembly, served
as Grand Musician and Grand Chaplain, and
organized a clean up day to renovate parts of
the Rainbow Camp to earn her Girl Scout Gold
Award. She joined Eastern Star about 10 years
ago and has worked towards developing her
leadership skills within her Chapter and creating
friendships with the other members.

Mikayla currently works as a substitute teacher
in the public schools, mostly covering maternity
leaves, and hopes to have her own elementary
level classroom one day. In her free time, she
enjoys reading historical fiction and playing card
games. She is grateful for the opportunity she
has been given to be a Grand Officer for the
upcoming year and is looking forward to the
experiences it will bring for her.

Grand Adah Trish Whalen
was born in ldaho Falls,
Idaho in 1964 and later
moved to Arizona with her
family. She joined Job’s
Daughters Bethel #19 in
1974 in Phoenix, then the
family moved to Scottsdale
where she joined Bethel #7
and became Honored Queen of that Bethel in
1982. She joined OES in 1998 with Scottsdale
#43 and her first station was Martha. She later
joined Stars of Paradise #56 and went through
the line to be WM with Bill Lau as WP. She is
also an active member of Mesa Starlight #16.
Trish has spent most of her working life in the
financial industry, in transaction processing and
support. She has worked for Early Warning
Services for 20 years, the company that built the
Zelle Platform, and is very proud of the impact
this company has had in the financial industry.
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Trish has been an active member in Eastern
Star, Ladies Oriental Shrine, and Daughters of
the Nile for many years and is excited for these
next steps in her Fraternal Journey and the
friends she will make with her fellow Grand
Officers.

Grand Ruth Deb Burrows
was initiated into Kingman
#17 in January 2015. In the
10 years Debb has been a
member of Kingman #17,
she has been WM once, as
well as Secretary and, of
course, Ruth (thank you

Molly Veile). Debb is also a
member of Sunrise #60, where she previously
served as Ruth, and Havasu #61. Currently,
Debb holds the office of Conductress for
Kingman and Chaplain at both Sunrise #60 and
Havasu #61. Debb loves to visit different
Chapters and offers to Pro-tem when Chapters
have an empty chair they need to fill.

Debb’s familial Masonic affiliation can be
traced back to a Lieutenant in the American
Revolutionary War (1780s) and more recently to
her paternal grandfather, a Master Mason. Her
maternal grandmother was Eastern Star and her
mother a Job’s Daughters Queen. Debb was
also a Job’'s Daughter in the Redlands
(California) Bethel.

Debb was born and primarily raised in
Southern California. However, her family lived in
Japan for 274 years (late 1959-early 1962) and
then in Bangkok, Thailand (1967-1972). She
attended the International School of Bangkok
(ISB) for those five years graduating from high
school in June 1972. When the family returned
to the States in the summer of 1972, Debb

attended Crafton Hills College (Yucaipa,
California) graduating with an Associate’s
Degree in Liberal Arts. San Diego State

University followed and Debb graduated in May
1977 with a Bachelor’s Degree in History.

Debb continued her education, graduating
from Seton Hall’s School of Law with a Master’s
Degree in Financial Law May 2020. Debb spent
40 years in the banking arena including working
as a Federal Bank Examiner with the Treasury
Department, bank auditor with an accounting

firm, and a bank auditor for banks and a credit
union. Debb retired at the end of 2018.

Debb has been married to her amazing
husband, Judge Bill Burrows, for 33 years. Her
husband is the Worshipful Master of Kingman
Lodge #22. They have three children (all
over-achievers) and eight grandchildren (all
following in their parent’s over-achieving
footsteps). Debb and Bill have three dogs: one is
deaf, one was rescued from the pound, and one
was rescued from a cattle ranch in Utah. Debb
and Bill are active in their church, Meadview
Baptist Church, with Debb as Treasurer and Bill
the Church Moderator and a Deacon. Debb and
Bill are lifelong desert rats. They have ridden dirt
bikes, ATVs (aka quads), and side-by-sides their
whole lives. Debb raced the Baja 1000 in
November 1976 and Bill raced the Mohave
Desert Racing circuit in 1998, winning the
championship for his vehicle class. Debb and Bill
own a summer home in central Utah where they
enjoy riding their side-by-side in the beautiful
mountains right outside their front door. In her
spare time, Debb writes poetry and short stories
and attempts to be a crafter in various mediums
(cross-stitch, sketching, jewelry, floral
arrangements, and more). Debb loves being
active in Eastern Star and would like to thank
Donna and Gil for this fantastic opportunity,
being chosen a Grand Officer. Star hugs and
kisses to you both!

Grand Esther Alicia
Solomon-Dela Cruz was
born in Manila, Philippines
on August 13th. Her family
migrated to Chicago in
June 1975. She got married
in May 1987 to Conrado
Dela Cruz. She got a

Bachelor of Science degree
in Medical Laboratory Sciences and Math and
Computer Science from the University of lllinois
in Chicago. She has three grown children, one
daughter, Erlinda, and two sons, Vincent and
Michael, who now reside on the East Coast.
They all have graduated in college with Master
Degrees.

Alicia worked at the University of lllinois
Hospital as a medical technologist. After getting
her second degree in Math and Computer
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Science, she worked as a software engineer for
Information Data Management that provides
software for blood banks nationwide. The family
moved to Houston in December 1994 and
worked for American Express as a programmer
Analyst. They then moved to Phoenix in June
2005. She worked for Forever Living Products in
Scottsdale and now she is a realtor and Life,
Health, Final Expense and Medicare Agent here
in AZ.

Alicia joined OES in Houston, Texas on April 1,
2002. She was initiated in Ransford #135 which
is now Houston Ransford #135 in Texas, then
joined Queen Esther #22 in October 2012. She
joined Kinishba Court #6, Grand Court of
Amaranth here in AZ in 2016 and is currently
serving as Grand Royal Matron. She joined
Daughters of the Nile in 2018 when Cynthia
Lowry was Queen.

Alicia’s husband, “Rady”, joined Free Masonry
in lllinois with Integrity Lodge #997 AF&AM in
1992, Solidarity Lodge #1457, AF&AM in
Houston, Texas, and now is also a member of
Arizona Sunrise #88 F&AM here in AZ. He also
joined Queen Esther #22 in 2015, and Kinishba
Court #6 this year.

The following year after joining Amaranth, Jan
Cordell asked Alicia to be the Canadian Flag
Bearer and Page for Princess Tirzah, then
Zulieka for 2020-2021, 2021, and 2022. This
year, she attended the How to be a Princess,
organized by Past Queen Jean Patterson, and
she learned a lot about this organization. What’s
the next best thing to learning more about the
Daughters of the Nile, but to run as Queen!

Grand Martha Vernda E.
Monette was born in
Marion, Indiana on May 19,
1956, and grew up in
central Indiana in a family
involved with the Masonic
community. During her early
years, she frequently

participated in  Masonic
fundraising activities. She lived briefly in Florida
before relocating to Arizona in 1984, where she
continued her professional and organizational
activities.

Vernda is the parent of three daughters and
grandparent to four grandchildren. She has
worked in various business roles, primarily in
administration and management, and retired in
November 2024 as IT Asset Manager at
Maricopa County. After retirement, she plans to
continue consulting in the business sector.

She began participating in fraternal
organizations at age 14 by joining the
Greentown Assembly, International Order of the
Rainbow for Girls. At 18, she became a member
of Greentown #195 in Indiana in November
1974. Vernda re-engaged with the International
Order of the Rainbow for Girls in 1993 alongside
her daughters, later joining Mesa #16 in April
2000 and serving as a charter member of Mesa
Starlight #16 in June 2000. She held the position
of WM for two terms, from 2003-2004 and again
from 2019-2021. Her dedication to the Order
and its members motivates her to excel. Her
love of the Order is her motivation to serve.

Grand Electa Alicia
Fernandez was born and
raised on the beautiful
tropical island of Saipan.
She grew up with six sisters
and one brother. One of her
fondest memories growing
up is having family picnics

at the beach every
weekend. She met her husband, Grand
Chaplain Roque Fernandez, when she was in
the 6th grade. They became best friends and
married in 1991. Together they have three
children, two boys and the youngest one a girl.
Her husband’s military career took her and her
children to Guam, California, Puerto Rico,
Texas, and Arizona, where they decided to
make Lake Havasu City home for their children
to have a stable education and social
environment. She was introduced to the Masonic
Family by her daughter Chanelle Fernandez,
Past Grand Worthy Advisor in AZ, International
Order of the Rainbow for Girls. Alicia was
initiated into Havasu #61 seven years ago,
where she was WM twice and has served
several stations since then. She is currently a
member of three Chapters, Havasu #61,
Kingman #17, and Sunrise #60.
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Grand Warder George
Renfroe was born in
Merced in the central valley
of California. He often spent
summers on his
grandparent’s farm, and
even learned to pick cotton
to earn spending money. In
the early 1960s, his family
moved to Sacramento, California. Within a week
of graduating high school, he was in basic
training in the U.S. Air Force and his time in the
Air Force included two tours in Vietham. Once
separated from the Air Force, George returned
to Sacramento and attended Cal State where he
completed his Bachelor’'s and Master’s degrees.
While at Cal State he met his wife, Becky. They
were married in 1973 and have one daughter
and a grandson who live in the Denver,
Colorado area. George worked for the California
Department of Justice, retiring in 2007 after 33
years.

George was Master of Sacramento Lodge #40
in 1993, and is a dual member of Aztlan Lodge
#1 in Prescott. He is a member of El Zaribah
Shrine, the Yavapai County Shrine Club, the
Scottish Rite Bodies in Sacramento, and is a
Past Associate Bethel Guardian of Job’s
Daughters. George was initiated into Golden
Rule #1 in February 2016 and is currently
serving as WP for the fourth time. He has served
the Arizona Grand Chapter as Assistant Grand
Sentinel or Assistant Grand Warder several
times, ESTARL Committee member, District
Instructor, and was the Grand Representative of
Pennsylvania. George is a Life Member of the
AC-119 Gunship Association and serves as the
Association’s Point of Contact for the 17th
Special Operations Squadron aircrew members.

Grand Sentinel Tony
DiCola moved to Arizona in
1993 and four years later
he met Donna. Three years
after meeting Donna they
were married on July 4,
2000 at the White Wedding

Chapel in Las Vegas.

Five vyears later Donna
joined OES and Tony joined the Masonic family
after two years of taking his wife to Queen
Esther #22 events and washing dishes
afterwards. This is when he met his close friend
and mentors, Brother Jack Wade and Brother
Ken DuBois. Meeting these men, he wanted to
be a part of the Masonic fraternity as well as
Eastern Star and was later initiated into Queen
Esther #22 on December 7, 2007.

Years had past and he and Donna moved to
Chino Valley, where he joined Golden Rule
#1-and if you ask Tony the affiliation application
was already filled out and he was to “just sign it.”
He is glad he did, as joining Golden Rule had
brought more Sisters and Brothers into his life,
Gil Marriott and George Renfroe, but don't tell
George.

Tony never expected he would run for Grand
Sentinel and had often told his Brothers he
would never go up the Grand line. Never say
never! Conversations had begun with Donna
and then with Sister Crystal that we now see
Tony beginning his journey to the Grand East,
while looking forward to meeting and
strengthening his OES family along the way.

If Tony has any free time he enjoys watching
movies. In his opinion, if there is a good book
out there, they will make a movie out it.

Congratulations to the 2024-2029
Grand Officers!
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VALLEY PAST MATRONS & LINE OFFICERS
Shery Goodman, PM, President

Hope your 2025 summer was as
“cool” as possible and you enjoyed
quiet time for a while. Looking
forward to our lunch date October
3rd at Noon, and we hope to have

an interesting speaker relating to
skin care for the best you can be for your age
and skin cancer warnings.

| am so happy to announce that we have
confirmed we have a speaker, Megan, from the
Skin and Cancer Institute with her program
‘Love The Skin You’re In” to enlighten on skin
and dermatology issues. The Skin and Cancer
Institute gives wonderful guides on skin problem
questions to discuss with your doctor and
dermatologist, indications we really need to look
for and good skin products,

Mark your calendar:

VALLEY PAST MATRONS & LINE OFFICERS
MEETING
Friday, October 3, 2025 at 12:00pm
Meeting at Stars of Paradise #56
16027 N. 25th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85046

Stars of Paradise has “Gadding Gracie” for
now, but which Chapter members attending will
have the magic number to take her home in
October? Consider carpooling with your Chapter
Sisters and relish entertaining time chatting and
enjoying a delicious lunch.

Bring your favorite dish to share and donate
$1.00 for beverage containers, ice, coffee, and
serving essentials, or for only $4.00 you don’t
have to shop, bake, cook or tote, just have lunch
with  girlfriends. Come and enjoy the
congeniality.

We wish good health to all our Sisters and
Brothers and keep in our prayers those who are
not well at this time. Looking forward to a lovely
afternoon with OES Sisters

IGRA
Molly Viele, President

HELLO from Arizona! The Arizona
Highway Magazine tells us that
there is a portion of Arizona that
looks like every state. If you have

the chance to travel around Arizona, this is a
true statement.

| have had the opportunity to talk with
members in other Grand Jurisdictions lately, and
it has been so interesting to hear about the area
they live in and some of their Chapter traditions.
Are you doing the same? My touring lately has
been through the eyes of the homes for sale on
Hallmark Channel on our TV.

In answer to some of the questions we have
had regarding where our project money is being
directed, per our by-laws, our charity is the Perry
Belmont House Restoration Fund. | am in touch
with Larry Von  Weigel, International
Headquarters Administrator. We will look for a
special project, depending on how much money
we have in our funds for charity in early 2027.

We did have two members share information
on their Grand Jurisdiction, which I’'m going to
share with you. These are direct quotes.

“Because it can be a drive of 5 hours or more
from one end of the state to the other, Maine’s
Grand Session is always held in a venue that is
most convenient to the WGM. It starts the 3rd
Sunday of May with former ESTARL graduates
leading an afternoon vesper service in a nearby
church. Our Grand Representatives Association
is called GROMMET - Grand Representatives of
Maine Making Eternal Ties. Some fun facts: our
state flower is not a flower. It’s the pine cone and
tassel. Our state bird is the black capped
chickadee.  Our state soil profile s
Chesuncook - deep formed by glacial till made
up of slate and other dark colored rocks. The
microwave oven, mass-produced chewing gum,
paper plates, and ear muffs are all claimed to
have been invented in Maine”. Thank you Kathy
Williamson for sharing!

Linda McNaught, WGM of Nevada, also
shared some interesting facts and information on
the state of Nevada. She is proud to be a
Nevadan! She used the state insect, the vivid
dancer damsel fly, as her fun emblem. Silver
from the Nevada Comstock won the Civil War for
the Union, and gold is still being mined in
eastern Nevada, so her colors are gold, silver,
and white. The Nevada Grand Representatives
are turquoise because there are so many
different kinds of turquoise mined in Nevada and
it travels all over the world. Nevada and
California (and Arizona) are the only places in
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the world where Joshua Trees are found, and
they are the oldest living tree.

Remember, the theme for our luncheon in
2027 is “Christmas ‘Round the World”. You may
want to share family traditions or Chapter
traditions that we can share at our luncheon. We
are still selling tickets for the opportunity to take
home the beautiful Christmas Quilt that IGRA
member Marjorie Stockton crafted.

Enjoy the rest of your summer! If you have any
questions or suggestions, please contact me.

GOLDEN RULE #1, Prescott
Donna Parrish, PGM, Reporter

We are shaking things up and keeping busy at
Golden Rule #1 in Prescott!

In May, Sister Stacey Maxwell was installed as
WM, her first time! Brother George Renfroe was
installed as WP — not his first time! Stacey’s
theme is “It's a Wonderful World,” and she has
chosen jewel tones as her colors and had
decorated the Chapter room and dining hall with
books and miniature paintings on easels.

We had a gathering in July to go over
resolutions, and even those who were not going
to attend Grand Chapter came, ate, and were
interested in the upcoming legislation.

Grand Chapter was truly a fun time for the
Chapter members who could attend. In addition
to enjoying the sessions and taking part in the
business of the Grand Chapter, three of our
members were elected and installed as Grand
Officers — Sister Donna DiCola as WGM, Brother
Gil Marriott as WGP, and Brother Tony DiCola
as Grand Sentinel. Three other members of
Golden Rule were announced and installed as
appointive Grand Officers — Sister Donna
Parrish, PGM as Grand Lecturer, Sister Sue
Hamilton as Grand Marshal, and Brother George
Renfroe as Grand Warder. We are looking
forward to a fun year full of travel supporting our
Donna and Gil!

Ouir first big event for September is Send Off.
It will be on September 13th at Pronghorn
Ridge Middle School in Prescott Valley. It will
start with coffee and donations at 8:00am,
followed by the State School of Instruction
put on by the Grand Lecturer Donna Parrish and
the District Instructors. There will be lunch at
noon, honor program for Donna Parrish and

George Renfroe, whose primary Chapter is
Golden Rule, followed by the Send Off OV at
2:00pm. We hope many people will head to the
“cool country” to enjoy this day with us.

We also have our Chapter’s biggest fundraiser
every year, our Garage Sale, later in September.
It will be held at the home of our Associate
Conductress Virginia Foster, who is also the
chairman of the event.

All at Golden Rule are truly excited for this
upcoming Grand Year and hope to see you all
on the trail!

GRAND CANYON #4, Flagstaff
Sue Hamilton, PM, Reporter

Our Chapter began their year with a new WM,
Sue Hamilton and new WP, Jeff Browne. We
started our year with our two meetings in June
that saw the honoring of our American Flag and
Father's Day. We ended on a great note with a
send-off potluck before our final meeting in June.

In August, right before Grand Chapter, the
OES Foundation gave Soldier's Best Friend

$5,000 for their work with
support dogs for veterans.
Sue was there to present
the check to Emilio, one of
the co-directors.

We were excited to attend

our 124th Grand Chapter in
Tucson with some special announcements on
Saturday night. Our WM Sue Hamilton will be
serving as our Grand Marshal this year and is
very excited to travel with our WGM Donna
DiCola and WGP Gil Marriott to OVs throughout
the state.

Our September meetings will be on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesday at 7:30pm at the Masonic
Lodge in Flagstaff. If any member of OES will be
in town, please stop by and visit us. It will be a
Luau theme so wear your MuuMuus and
Hawaiian shirts. And come and enjoy a little of
the islands in the mountains.

We will also be getting ready for our OV of our
WGM Donna and WGP Gil on October 4th.
Luncheon at 11:00am, photos at 12:30pm,
and meeting at 1:00pm. Follow the paws to our
Flagstaff lodge for a great time in the cool
mountain air.
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The Chapter will be enjoying the autumn
weather and our last meeting in October will
be celebrating Halloween with fun and prizes
for the best costume in our costume parade.

PEARL OF VENUS #6, Benson
Shari Andasola, WM, Reporter

Our new WM Shari Andasola is a first time
WM! Now that Grand Chapter is over, we will
have a social gathering, with BBQ burgers and
brats, at the home of Shari on August 30th. It will
be a time to get into gear, see how everyone’s
summer went, and start thinking about the year
to come. Our first official meeting will be
Tuesday, September 16th at 1:00pm. We are
a daylight Chapter and welcome all who want to
make the trip down from Tucson to join us.

YUMA #14, Yuma
Linda Neal, WM, Reporter

Another Grand Chapter is written in our history
book. What a Grand Session it was! We were
honored to have our MWGM and MWGP and
their General Grand Chapter Officers and
Appointments join us. Sister Candace, PGM and
Brother Doug, PGP, did superb ritualistic work
and running the business meetings. Kudos also
to their Grand Officers for their excellent work.

Congratulations to the newly elected and

Manchester University in Indiana
and is majoring in business
management and finance. He is
hoping to continue his education
by going for his Master’s Degree
in finance after his four years.
Yuma Chapter hopes to continue
to sponsor him throughout his

education journey.

In the last SOA, | reported that six members of
my home Chapter in Pennsylvania were coming
out to Yuma and would be the Officers at my
Installation. What a great time we all had! They
were impressed by how the Masons and Star
work together. They said they can understand

why | like it in Arizona!

On May 30th, our
Chapter surprised Brother
Mike Dale, PP and Brother
David Gillis, PGP with

plaques in our local Armed
Forces Park to honor their service in the U.S.
Marine Corps. Members from our Chapter and
Yuma Lodge #17 were able to make it, as well
as a former squadron brother Mike used to work
with. Thank you both for your service and
sacrifice!

appointed Grand Officers for 2025
—-2026. We wish the best for
Sister Donna DiCola, WGM and
Brother Gil Marriott, WGP and
their corps of officers. We are
extremely proud of Sister Ruth
Wilmot, AGM; may the love and
support from Yuma Chapter help
you in the busy year ahead!

Our Chapter would like to once
again extend our congratulations
to Brother Mike Dale on his term
as Most Worshipful Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of Arizona.
You truly exemplify what it means
to be a Mason and your service to
the Fraternity is what makes you

We are proud to have Brother
DJ Arps (not sure whether to address as Sister
or Brother!!!) as Grand Representative to
Louisiana. Congratulations also to Sister Sabrina
Arps, PM who was named our District Instructor.
We extend many congratulations to the all the
committee appointments from our Chapter.

We were also excited that our sponsored
scholarship recipient, Lane Hoefler, was able to
come to Grand Chapter to receive his
scholarship from Grand Chapter! Lane attends

fairest among thousands!

Yuma Chapter is continuing their support of
The Cubby, a non-profit organization with
Arizona Western College that provides food,
clothing, and personal care items to students

and their families at no cost
to them. Our members
donate all the items to The
Cubby to help keep their
shelves stocked so the
students can focus on their

school work and fuel up for
those late night study sessions! We try to do
deliveries at least once a month and The Cubby
is grateful for all we do for them! We hope to
continue this partnership for years to come.
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We had a very enjoyable
meal at a local restaurant in
July for Stars Night Out. We
reviewed the proposed
changes to regulations and
the letters of intent for the

election of officers and
committees. After filling our
stomachs, we filled goodie
bags for the registration
bags at Grand Chapter.
Twenty attended and it was

good to get together over

the summer.
The annual Wii Bowling
Tournament was another

success for our Chapter!
The Bearded Ladies took
first place in the team
competition and Brother DJ
Arps got the award for
highest score. We look
forward to the Wii tournament every year and
hope to bring the first place trophy back to Yuma
next year!

We are super proud that our Masonic family
has expanded to Rainbow! We are pleased to
announce Brooke Arps, daughter of Sister
Sabrina Arps, PM and Brother DJ Arps, PP, was
initiated into Casa Grande Assembly #58 in July.
Several members of our Chapter were able to go
to the initiation to share the day and we look
forward to supporting her in her journey.
Hopefully we can re-open an assembly here in
Yuma!

Fall will be here soon, and we look forward to
another busy year. Come join us at our
meetings on the second and fourth Tuesday
of the month at 7:00pm. Yuma’s OV will be
January 24, 2026. Sounds a long way off, but it
will be here before we know it. We hope to see
many of you here and at other OVs.

MESA STARLIGHT #16, Mesa
Sylvia Spriestersbach, PM, Reporter

The “Neon Wings and Big
Dreams” year has begun! Sister
Debbie Robinson, WM, and her
corps of officers were installed on
May 31st.

We look forward to celebrating the
80s at our meetings: September
15th — Miami Vice pastel colors;
October 6th — Golden Girls;
October 20th — Halloween;

November 3rd - Red,
White, Blue and Honoring
Veterans.

We started the new term by
initiating a new member,
Sister  Suzanne  Bright-
Sturner, into our Chapter on
June 16th. Prior to the meeting, Sister Sylvia
Spriestersbach, Junior PM, presented Sister
Marianne Pajak with her 25-year pin, a long
overdue honor! Best wishes to both for past and
future service!

On July 16th, over 20 members gathered for
the annual fundraiser at Organ Stop Pizza. We
invite our Sisters and Brothers to visit Mesa
Starlight #16 where “Everybody Knows your
Name” (Cheers). And, we want to “Thank You
for Being a Friend” (Golden Girls)!

CHANDLER #18, Chandler
Debbie Rose, PM, Reporter

On May 24th we had a

beautiful installation, which
taught us it only takes one little
spark to change the world.
Congratulations to  Karen
Lehman and Bob Lehman.
Chandler started back up our
famous Lunch Bunch hosted
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by Sister Lou Ann Pate. We had a delicious
meal.

We  supported our Sister Elizabeth
Herbolsheimer at her Worthy Grand Sessions at
the Renaissance in Glendale. Congratulations
Bizzy, we are very proud of you.

To end our July, our
Chapter had the honor to
host the Wii Bowling
Tournament.
Congratulations to all the
winners and we are so
happy to send the spirit of
Perry through the Casazza
Cup.

Last but not least, we got
to see our amazing Star points, pages, Assistant
Grand Organist, and committee members, and
all the lovely faces of Chandler Chapter hard at
work at Grand Chapter.
This friendship got to
grow through the State.

Congratulations on an
amazing year to Sister
Amanda Bailey, Grand
Adah, Sister Debbie
Rose, Grand Ruth, and Sister
Kathy Bailey, Grand Electra.

Congratulations to Sister Mikayla
Dulaney, newly appointed Grand
Organist, and Sister Amy Pate
PM, Grand Trustee and all the
committee appointments.

Hope everyone had a safe and fun summer.

Installation

Supporting Bizzy at her Worthy Grand session

QUEEN ESTHER #22, Phoenix
Kristine Phoenix, WM, Reporter

Greetings from Queen Esther #22!

We are back and gearing up for September
meetings to start again! We all enjoyed the
124th Annual Grand Chapter Session of “Catch
Your Dreams” at the Loews Ventana Canyon
Resort in Tucson August 6th—10th. It was great
to see PM Kay Akers since she moved to
Washington state last year!

The week started off with a “Wearing of the
Green” Tuesday Night Banquet to honor
Arizona’s own Tori Loll, PGM and Worthy Grand
Martha. The grand event was a parade of
green-themed costumes ranging from the Jolly

Green Giant, Super Mario Bros,
Pickles, Power Rangers, The
Riddler, Poison Ivy, Green
Crayons, Robin Hood,
Renaissance costumes, Aliens,
and more!

The Wednesday Banquet with
it's “Rock ‘n Roll” party theme
was so much fun! The Italian

pasta buffet dinner was a big hit
and the dance floor was filled
with everyone dancing to the
great rock ‘n roll hits that kept
the party jumping! MWGM Billie
Bradfield dressed as Cher and
MWGP Mike Berry as a Cool
Rocker proved that you’re never
too young to Rock ‘n Roll!

Queen Esther is proud to
announce the following Grand Officers, Special
Assistants, and Grand Representatives for the
ensuing year 2025 — 2026:
e Donna DiCola - WGM
Pam Wade — Grand Treasurer
Alicia Solomon-Dela Cruz — Grand Esther
Marsha Young — Grand Trustee
Tony DiCola — Grand Sentinel
Susann Holland — District Instructor for
Queen Esther #22 and Special Assistant to
Grand Treasurer, Pam Wade
e Kristine Phoenix — Grand Representative of
Rhode Island in AZ and Personal Grand
Page to WGP, Gil Marriott
e Rady Dela Cruz - reappointed Grand
Representative to the Philippines
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o Susan Warren — Installing Grand Officer and
General Grand Chapter Committee
member, Registration

o Martie MacKidd — General Grand Chapter
Committee Chair, Regenerative Medicine

Queen Esther members also met in July with a
lasagna dinner social gathering to discuss
proposed amendments prior to Grand Chapter
and other fun ideas for our Chapter meetings
and fundraisers for the upcoming year.

Save the date - Queen Esther #22’s
Friendship Night will be Thursday, November
20th, with details forthcoming on Star Mail.

Looking forward to cooler Fall weather, Spooky
Season, and Pumpkin everything!

CASA GRANDE #28, Casa Grande
Kathy Zak, PM, Reporter

Where did the summer go? It just passed
quickly right before our eyes. Our Chapter
closed for July and August and here it is
September already!

Grand Chapter was a wonderful event. WGM
Candy and WGP Doug kept us on our toes with
their fun banter back and forth. They conducted
inspiring ceremonies and our list of visiting
distinguished guests from all over the country
was exciting, especially with our own MWGM
Billie Bradfield in attendance. We wish the very
best to Candy, Doug, and their officers as they
retired their jewels.

Shaking things up! That is the theme set by
our new WGM Donna DiCola and WGP Gil
Marriott. We look forward to greeting their new
officers on the adventures that lie ahead as they
visit each of our Chapters for OVs. October’s
picnic is going to be a fun way to kick off the
year.

Casa Grande is starting September off with a
busy schedule. We will be initiating the husband
of one of our members. Right after that, we will
complete Installation of Officers as things have
changed somewhat for us.

The plan for this year is to focus on our
membership and growth. We want to reach out
to members who haven’t been to meetings.
Maybe they need a ride? We shall see about
making those arrangements. We also want to

take advantage of the new membership rules to
help our growth.

Some of our members have been experiencing
difficulties. We wish Donna Davis, PM and Cindy
Harper our love and support as they deal with
health issues. We love you both and hope you
will be able to attend meetings and activities
once again.

We look forward to seeing our friends from
different Chapters as we visit this year’s list of
OVs. Good luck everyone!

SCOTTSDALE #43, Scottsdale
Roberta Beer, Reporter

We hope every one has had a great summer.

It was wonderful to see everyone at Grand
Chapter. What a great time. Congratulations to
all the new Officers and appointments.

Our first stated meeting will be September
22nd. There will be a potluck dinner at 6:00pm
followed by the Chapter meeting at 7:30pm.

On Saturday, September 29th please join us
for a Hawaiian Luau. The cost is a donation of
$10.00 each and the menu will be chicken, mahi
mahi, macaroni salad, fried rice, drink, and
dessert. All our Star family and friends are
welcome. Contact Linda Sayre for reservations
at 602-292-3589 or email rlsayre@cox.net.
There will also be an auction and raffle.

Hope everyone has a great year.

ACACIA #46, Avondale
Wally Campbell, PM, Reporter

Acacia #46 is honored that Ed Gordon, our
WP, was elected AGP at Grand Chapter last
month. The Chapter is working very hard to be
ready when September 2026 rolls around.

September will be busy for Acacia with their
meeting to honor Grand Appointments and
attending Send Off for our WGM Donna and our
WGP Gil. October 10th will be Acacia hosting
WGM Donna and Brother Gil and the Grand
Family for their first OV. Dinner will be served at
5:00pm, Honor Program for Brother Ed will be
at 6:15pm, and the meeting will start at 7:00pm
at the Masonic Lodge, located at 1015 N. Dysart
Road in Avondale. Come see what the Minions
and the puppies have in store for the evening.


file:///C:/Users/ncbud/OneDrive/Documents/22 Queen Esther.docx
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SAGUARO #48, Tucson
Kolleen Apgar, PM, Reporter

Congratulations to WGM Candace Leininger
for a VERY successful Grand Chapter 2025. We
blazed through events, business, elections, and
ceremonies like we were buttering toast. Now
2025-2026 is moving forward with WGM Donna
DiCola and WGP Gil Marriott at the helm.
Congratulations to Saguaro #48’s own Jeannine
Crounse for election as Associate Grand
Conductress. Saguaro #48’s Grand Escorts and
Pages for the coming year are: Brother Vince
Santos, Grand Page to Grand Sentinel; Brother
Joseph Leininger, Grand Escort to Grand
Trustee Candace Leininger, PGM; Cheryl Wade,
Grand Page to Grand Trustee Candace
Leininger, PGM; and Mary Beth Liberty, Grand
Page to WGM.

So now we think we can rest?!? C’'mon, this is
Star! Each new WM is already beginning her
year. At Saguaro #48, our plans for this year are
on “rescue”, of both people and animals. We are
supporting the Gospel Rescue Mission and Pima
Animal Care and Control in Tucson, as well as
Pinal County Animal Control in Casa Grande.
For all three, donations of money, supplies, and
volunteer time are welcome. Our fixed charities
of Service Dogs and Fisher House are also on
the list. We should be able to provide needed aid
to all during WM Judy Hamre-Lelo’s tenure. By
providing the basic needs of people and
animals, we give them opportunities that could
otherwise be very difficult.

Giving need not be expensive: reading to
children or the elderly, walking a cat or dog, and
volunteering in other areas all add up to
success. Saguaro #48 will stay in close contact
with our “other halves” regarding short and
long-term needs.

“Cans for felines and canines” will provide
funds for PACC. Cleaned and dried recyclable
cans may be brought to any meeting. The funds
raised will purchase needed items or services.

Our OV of WGM Donna and WGP Gil is
scheduled for November 8th — Lunch and a
“‘Day At the Dog Park.” Watch also for our Panda
Express Online Ordering Fundraisers during the
year.

Welcome to another great Star year!

DESERT STAR #54, Tucson
Shelby Gaither, PM, Reporter

Our Chapter was anything but dark over the
summer. In July, we had a delightful catered
lunch for the Chapter. Our Italian meal was
catered by Roma Imports and we were joined by
a few prospective members. Our WM gave all
present a preview of the year's meetings,
fundraisers, socials, and charitable projects. In
August we got together for an ice cream social.
Our dining hall was packed as members enjoyed
visiting and playing a variety of board and card
games.

We only meet once in September (on the
19th), but it's going to be a blast, as we hold our
first ever Spelling Bee. We are so proud to have
our WP Logan Gaither as our District Instructor,
and look forward to joining him for his joint
School of Instruction along with Saguaro #48
and Southern Star #71 on September 20th. In
October, we're on theme for Halloween with a
“Bug Night” meeting on the 3rd and a “Dark”
meeting on the 17th. We also have
post-meeting crafts lined up for our September
and October meetings (our October 17th
post-meeting craft is pumpkin painting!).

This fall we’re also continuing our main
fundraiser of preparing dinners for the Tucson
Scottish Rite’s monthly meetings. We're also
raffling off a 55-inch Smart TV along with an
Amazon Alexa Echo Show and an Xbox gift
card. Plan on bringing some extra cash to buy
tickets if you join us for the OV on November
7th (we'll raffle off the TV after the meeting).
Also plan on bringing a donation for the
Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona, as
we're hosting a food drive in October and
November.

STARS OF PARADISE #56, Paradise Valley
Virginia Valente/Jeannie Patterson, PMs,
Reporters

“Where flowers bloom, so does Hope.” Stars of
Paradise #56 is hoping to encourage our
members to be more active by changing our
meetings to one meeting a month (second
and fourth Thursdays, except September 4th
and May 2nd, dark July and August).
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Our Chapter has been struggling to have line
officers who will take the challenge to continue
to be presiding officers. Our current officers are
wonderful and love our beautiful Order, however,
health issues prevents some from taking a
presiding officer position.

Stars of Paradise Chapter will have our first
social event “Stars Night Out” on Tuesday,
August 26th at 5:15pm at Manuel’s restaurant on
Bell Road. On Thursday, September 11th, we
will have our Luau Ice Cream Social at our
PVST Lodge at 6:30pm. Our first stated
meeting will be on Thursday, September 25th.
We are expecting to read three new petitions for
the degrees.

The long awaited Yard Sale will take place on
October 17th and 18th. We are excited to
announce the celebration of Virginia Valente’s
103rd birthday party on Sunday, November
2nd at 2:00pm at the Lodge. Her 103rd birthday
is on November 3rd. Virginia is our special and
active Adah in Stars of Paradise #56.

The “Catch Your Dreams” Session in Tucson
was outstanding and now we are looking forward
to “Pawprints of Love” for the upcoming year.

We wish the BEST for our WGM Donna DiCola
and WGP Gil Marriott, along with all the
2025-2026 Grand Officers!

Please continue to keep the following in your
healing prayers:

« Drinda Cooper-Keeble fell in the garage and
is now in rehab learning to move the right
side of her body. Bryan and Drinda
Cooper-Keeble are 25-year members of
Stars of Paradise #56.

e Our Esther, Diane Guillaume, is on the road
to recovery in regards to the use and pain in
her leg. It's much better, but not back to
normal as of yet. We are hoping to see
Diane at our Ice Cream Social on
September 11th.

MIZPAH #57, Show Low
Julann Johnson, PM, Reporter

Greetings from Mizpah #57! We are off to a
great start for the new year. We installed our
new officers on June 14th.

We initiated our first new member who is not
Masonic-related. We are very excited about this
and hope with the changes for membership

criteria this will help increase our membership,
which is one of the goals for our Chapter — to
increase membership.

We are planning a Steak Fry in September.
We will have a few fundraisers throughout the
year.

We are very excited for Ruth Wilmot as our
AGM and Becky Powell as our District Instructor.
We wish them well for a wonderful year.

We also wish the new Grand Family a
successful year.

PONDEROSA #64, Payson
Lu DuBois, PM, Reporter

Ponderosa #64 was well represented at Grand
Chapter this year with six of our members
attending: Brother Randy Ahrens, PGP; Sister
Joyce Spell WM; Sister Lois Miller, AM; Sister
Kathleen Hemmingsen, Secretary; Sister Lu
DuBois, Treasurer; and Louise Snow, Chaplain.
Sister Kathleen Hemmingsen was appointed as
our District Instructor and Sister Lu DuBois was
appointed to the Helping Hands Committee and
as the SOA Reporter.

Unfortunately, two days after returning home
we lost our beloved Brother Randy Ahrens,
PGP. Randy was a huge supporter of our
Chapter and will be greatly missed, not only by
Ponderosa and Ruby members, but by everyone
who knew him. RIP “Forever in our Hearts.”
Ponderosa Chapter held graveside services on
Saturday, August 23rd at the Pine Cemetery in
Pine.

Most Arizona members are aware that
Ponderosa Chapter lost our home when Sy
Harrison Lodge consolidated with White
Mountain in Globe and sold the Lodge building.
Our Chapter voted to continue on and are now
meeting at the Payson Elk’'s Club. We meet
once a month on the third Monday at 6:00pm.
While its different with a huge Elk head hanging
over our East keeping a watchful eye, we are
determined to keep going with a strong core of
officers and other members working towards that
goal.

Our OV is coming up on Saturday October
18th at 1:00pm at the Pine Cultural Center.
Watch for details when the event gets closer.
Lunch will be available. Plan on having a great
time with the tea bag ladies and one gentleman.
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Since we are meeting at the Elk’s we’re
participating in their quarterly craft fair by having
a table with home baked goodies. Our Chapter
has a reputation in the community for having
great cooks. The next craft fair will be on
Saturday, November 15th at the Payson Elk’s
Club, 1206 North Beeline Highway. If you’re in
the area please stop by. You won’t be
disappointed.

Until next issue, hope to see many of you at
upcoming OVs.

SUN CITY #66, Sun City
Pat Zimmerman, WM, Reporter

At the start of this term WM Pat Zimmerman
and WP Paul Zimmerman had decided to have
their fun emblems of butterflies and rainbows.
Our regular emblems will be kitty cats and
skunks at the helm for keeping us all in check
and making sure that we have some type of fun.
Who knows as to what may be running around
to keep everyone on their toes for this term. You
will have to come and watch out for those kittens
running around.

On September 16th, the Chapter will have
refreshments at 6pm as we also chat about
what changes may have happened during the
summer as well as what may have changed our
term plans for the next three months. Then the
meeting will start at 7:00pm with a lot on our
agenda to get back into the swing of getting
things moving and attending meetings again.
The one thing that will happen under Good of
the Order is that any member of Sun City

Chapter that has been given a Grand Chapter
appointment or on a committee will be
recognized at this meeting. We will also
recognize all our members who are
grandparents as September 7th is National
Grandparents Day.

October 7th will be the first of our meetings
that our WM and WP will not be in attendance
due to a previous commitment but we have
wonderful officers who will step up to fill the
vacant spots. This was approved by the Chapter
for the WM and WP to be able to miss some
meetings before they were elected due to a
previous commitment. Our AM will be at the
helm to lead our troops through the meeting.

October 21st will start off with a pre-meeting
dinner of spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic
bread, green salad, and ice cream hosted by our
WM. This will be the second dinner with a
charge of $5.00 per person and the money
earned will go to our community chest. Later
under Good of the Order, we will honor Rob
Morris and information will be given as to his
connection to Eastern Star.

November 4th will be the second of our
meetings that our WM and WP will not be in
attendance due to a previous commitment. Our
AM will be at the helm to lead our troops through
the meeting.

November 18th we will be having a
pre-meeting Thanksgiving dinner at 5:30pm
with turkey and all the trimmings with our
members, spouses, or significant others. This
will be the third dinner with a charge of $5.00 per
person and the money earned will go to our
Community Chest. Our WM will cook the turkey
and members can sign up for side dishes.
Hoping to encourage our members to draw a
name for a Christmas exchange, value of gift not
be over $10.00, and exchange will be done at
our December 16th meeting. Later under Good
of the Order we will honor our Veterans with a
small gift of thanks for their service.
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IN MEMORIAM
Brother Randy Ahrens, PGP, 2016-2017, Ponderosa #64/Ruby #3
H ‘ Brother JImmy Atha, PP ... Ruby #3 | H

Brother Clay HOWard ... Mizpah #57
SiSter MarilEe JENSEN .. ..o Peoria #59

YOUTH CORNER

APPY BIRTHDAY

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER
Dave Hattrick, PGP .................... 21st  Billie Bradfield, MWGM............... 11th  Joe Leininger, PGP ..........ccccceee. 20th
Jean Yunker, PGM .................... 22nd  Candace Leininger, PGM ........... 16th
Donna DiCola, WGM................... 30th  Doug Steele, PGP .........cccccec.... 24th

Russell Sayre, PGP .................... 31st
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday | September 13, 2025 |School of Instruction 23&%’;?;?;?3& ya'ﬁ:;(;' 9:00am
Saturday | September 13, 2025 Send Off g’; ‘;"L% ’;?g”_e’;iég? \A/”alﬂgjll ;’ 2:00pm
Friday October 3, 2025 Official Visit Kingman #17, Kingman TBD
Saturday October 4, 2025 Official Visit Grand Canyon #4, Flagstaff 1:00pm
Sunday October 5, 2025 Official Visit Verde Valley #7, Cottonwood TBD

Friday October 10, 2025 Official Visit Acacia #46, Avondale 7:00pm
Saturday | October 11, 2025 Official Visit Sunnyslope #47, Phoenix TBD
Saturday | October 18, 2025 Official Visit Ponderosa #64, Payson 1:00pm
Saturday | October 25, 2025 Picnic in the Park | Masonic Community Picnic |10am-3pm

Friday October 31, 2025 Official Visit Casa Grande #28, Casa TBD
Saturday | November 1, 2025 Official Visit Ocaotillo #21, Casa Grande TBD

Friday November 7, 2025 Official Visit Desert Star #54, Tucson TBD
Saturday | November 8, 2025 Official Visit Saguaro #48, Tucson TBD

Sunday November 9, 2025 Official Visit Southern Star #71, Green TBD

Friday November 14, 2025 Official Visit Pearl of Venus #6, Benson TBD
Saturday | November 15, 2025 Official Visit Arcadia #9, Safford TBD
Thursday | November 20, 2025 Friendship Night Queen Esther #22, Phoenix TBD

email:

Deadline for the next SOA issue (covering
December, January, and February) is

NOVEMBER 20TH, 2025
FRIENDLY REMINDER FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES

To help us keep articles organized and easy to find, we ask that when you send in
your articles for the SOA, please include the following in the Subject line of your

SOA Article, Chapter Name and Number

(ex: SOA Article, Yuma #14)

Also, please make sure to address your email to both BJ and Sabrina. Thank you!




