
Traveling the state this 
year has been such a 
rewarding experience. 
Everywhere I go, I am met 
with heartfelt stories that 
remind me just how 
deeply our members care 
for one another. Time and 
again, I hear how Sisters 

and Brothers step upðquietly and selflesslyðto 
assist a member in need. 
Many have shared with me that they are no 
longer able to drive, yet they never miss a 
Chapter meeting or event because a fellow 
member gladly picks them up and brings them 
along. Others have spoken of Chapter members 
who lend a hand by providing rides to doctorôs 
appointments or trips to the grocery store. Still 
more have shared stories of being the grateful 
recipients of delicious meals lovingly prepared 
and delivered by caring Sisters and Brothers, 
often arriving just when they are needed most. 
It is truly heartwarming to hear and to witness 
the compassion, kindness, and love that flow so 
naturally within our Order. These acts may 
seem simple, but they speak volumes about 
who we are and the bonds we share. 
As one who is not able to drive, I can relate to 
many of our members who find themselves in 
the same situation. I have personally seen the 
generosity of those who willingly step in, logging 
countless miles and giving of their time to 

ensure that others are able to remain active and 
connected. Some of these drivers know the 
back roads of Arizona better than their GPS and 
never hesitate to say ñyesò when someone 
needs a ride. I am truly grateful for these 
transportation angels who give of their time, 
their vehicles, and their hearts to ensure that no 
one is left behind. 
Let us also take a moment to recognize the 
many ways our members support the work of 
the Arizona Grand Chapter. Countless Sisters 
and Brothers give generously of their time and 
talents by serving on our Grand Chapter 
committees. These dedicated individuals review 
grant applications for the Arizona Eastern Star 
Foundation, carefully consider and award 
financial assistance to both scholarship 
applicants and Rob Morris clients, and serve on 
committees that support both our Chapters and 
Grand Chapter, including Charters and Bylaws, 
Membership, and Conservation. 
Our District Instructors play a vital role as well, 
assisting Chapters with ritual and floor work and 
helping them prepare for Official Visits, 
Initiations, and Friendship Nights. Their 
knowledge, patience, and guidance strengthen 
our Chapters and help ensure our work is 
carried out with confidence and pride. 
As Pawprints of Love Grand Chapter Session 
draws near, many members are already hard at 
work behind the scenes, planning the session,  
(continued on page 2) 
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assisting with registration, supporting 
distinguished guest duties, organizing banquets, 
and attending to the many details that make our 
Grand Chapter sessions so well organized, 
enjoyable, and special. 
I am deeply grateful to all of our hardworking 
committees and volunteers who have stepped 
up to serve the Arizona Grand Chapter. It is also 
so exciting to hear of the many initiations being 
performed across the state. Your dedication to 
this Order will surely inspire our new members 
and show them that in Arizona, we are truly 
Eastern Stars. 
I would also like to encourage everyone to 
mark their calendars for some out-of-state 
gatherings. AZ/NV Hands Across the Border will 
be held April 16ï18. Our second event is Four 

Corners on May 8ï9. These gatherings provide 
wonderful opportunities to come together, meet 
new friends from other jurisdictions, and renew 
cherished friendships. Please plan to attend and 
be part of the fellowship and fun. 
Together, through service, compassion, and 
fellowship, we continue to prove that the heart of 
Arizona Eastern Star shines brightly across our 
state and beyond.  

Stars Over Arizona 
Grand Chapter of Arizona 
Order of the Eastern Star 
4251 E. Thomas Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85018ï7603 

(602) 954ï9413 
Email:   

grsecazoes@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.azoes.org 
Worthy Grand Matron:  Donna DiCola 
Worthy Grand Patron:  Gil Marriott 
Grand Secretary:  Diane Houlette 

NEWS ARTICLES should be sent to: 
B.J. Dale, Co-Editor 

Email:  bjd0057@yahoo.com 
(760) 960ï9037 

AND 
Sabrina Arps, Co-Editor 

Email:  ncbudgirl88@gmail.com 
(928) 246ï6580 

If you still have questions regarding SOA 
subscription options, contact the Grand 
Secretary at grsecazoes@gmail.com or call 
her office at (602) 954ï9413. 

FROM THE EDITORS 

Wow, can you believe this Grand Year is already half over?! There have been 
so many amazing OVs so far and so many fun (and hilarious!) memories being 
made! We went on an ñWestern safariò in Benson, had a spooky Halloween visit 
in Casa Grande, had a fun ñBlockbuster nightò in Mesa, and even made it 
ñsnowò in Yuma! We are looking forward to seeing what other fun and amazing 
OVs are in store for the rest of the year. We know Queen Esther will bring the 
fun at Homecoming in April! 
If you see anything that needs to be changed or corrected, please let us know! 
We hope your New Year has been a blessing so far and may spring bring you a sense of renewal 
and rebirth. We look forward to seeing everyone at Homecoming! 
B.J. Dale and Sabrina Arps, Co-Editors 
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Hello everyone, 
I have established a new email address for my OES communications. Please 

start using this address. 

jcwgm2829@gmail.com 
Thank you, Jeannine Crounse, Associate Grand Conductress 

Hello Sisters and Brothers: 
I hope the New Year is 
treating everyone well. The 
year sure is going by fast. In 
another couple of months 
we will be at Homecoming 
and before we know it, it will 
be Grand Chapter. And we 
still have Fiesta Day at the 

end of February, Hands Across the Border in 
April, and in May there is Four Corners. Still 
plenty of fun left. 
If I can count correctly, as I write this memo we 
have nine OVs left. Attending the OVs has been 
a great experience. Not only did I have a chance 
to meet and visit with great Sisters and Brothers 
but got a chance to see Arizona, especially 
places I have never been. To be honest I never 
heard of some of them nor had any clue where 
they were. Now I have a better idea how vast 
and diverse Arizona really is. 
Each Chapter visit was a little bit different 
which provided variety and an opportunity to see 
how creative Sisters and Brothers can get. I still 

canôt get over the nose! One thing all the 
Chapters have in common is their amazing 
generosity in charitable donations. We all can be 
proud of the help we give to the various 
communities and organizations. 
The Membership Program is progressing 
along. A number of the Chapters have taken this 
program to heart and have been quite active. 
The Membership Committee reports 14 
Chapters have held 21 initiations and 8 Chapters 
have 13 petitions pending. Plus there are 
several affiliations and a couple of 
reinstatements. Of course any membership 
additions will net down due to member passings 
and demits. Unfortunately at this time even 
though Grand Chapter records member 
information from the Chapters the current data 
base doesnôt allow extracting this information. 
We will be able to have all this information at the 
fiscal year end. 
Well thatôs all I have for now. 
Be safe, God Bless, and Star hugs, 
Gil  

Grand Chapter Vendors!  
Hello everyone, 
Iôm gathering interest for vendors for Grand Chapter, as well as any 
groups/Chapters who would like to reserve a table (Associate Matrons 
group, etc.). If your group would like a table, please let me know. 
If you have a business and would like a table to sell your goods, feel free 

to send me your information. Iôm also looking for recommendations ð if you know someone with 
unique or interesting items, send their information my way. My goal is to bring in a variety of vendors 
and introduce some fresh offerings this year! 
Email:  amandamarlene@gmail.com 
Call or text:  602ï410ï6748 
Thank you, 
Amanda Strong 
Vendors Chairman  
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BELMONT TOUR GUIDELINES 

All tours are by appointment. Tour requests must be emailed to the International 
Headquarters Administrator at Lvonweigel@easternstar.org. 

Tour dates are tentative until confirmed by the International Headquarters Administrator 
within two months of the tour date. 

LARGE TOUR GROUPS OF FIFTEEN (15) OR MORE ï Monday thru Saturday 

1. A suggested donation of $10.00 per person is encouraged and appreciated for non-Eastern 
Star or non-Masonic members. 

2. The tour date and estimated number of participants must be scheduled and approved by the 
International Headquarters Administrator by email at least thirty (30) days in advance. The 
tour group must send a deposit of forty-five dollars ($45.00 US$), payable to the General 
Grand Chapter, OES, at least fifteen (15) days before the tour date. Please note that the 
deposit is non-refundable for no-shows; it will otherwise be refunded after the tour. The tour 
coordinatorôs cell phone number is mandatory. The tour time must be no later than 10:00am 
on the scheduled date. 

SMALL TOUR GROUPS OF FEWER THAN FIFTEEN (15) ï Monday thru Friday 

1. No small-group tours will be scheduled on Saturdays or Sundays. 

2. The tour request must be sent by email and must be approved in writing by the International 
Headquarters Administrator at least ten (10) days in advance. 

3. Tours are scheduled for Monday through Friday, no later than 10:00am. 

4. A suggested $10.00 per person donation is encouraged and appreciated for non-Eastern Star 
or non-Masonic members. 

5. When scheduling the tour, please provide the name of the tour coordinator, the tour 
coordinatorôs contact cell phone number, the Chapter name, the town, and the state (if 
applicable). 

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES 

1. An unscheduled tour request may be declined due to previously scheduled meetings, 
building repairs, maintenance, or cleaning. 

2. Food or beverage services will not be provided. 

3. If unable to arrive at the reserved time, the International Headquarters Administrator must be 
informed of the estimated arrival time or the tour cancellation by calling 240ï618ï2243. 
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To All Current and Former Grand Representatives, 
The International Grand Representatives Association (IGRA) would love to have you join us. Our 
membership is open to ALL former and current Grand Representatives. Our own Molly Veile from 
Yuma #14 is our current President. 
We have some nice items to purchase, including a lovely wrap/scarf (designed by President Molly) 
that can be purchased by ANY Eastern Star member, not just IGRA members. We also have IGRA 
lapel pins, button covers for the men, as well as a Handbook especially written for those ñfirst timeò 
Grand Representatives. 
Membership Dues are only $10.00, which is good for the 3-year GGC Triennium. Our own Billie 
Bradfield, Most Worthy Grand Matron, and her Most Worthy Grand Patron, Mike Berry, are very 
proud of IGRA and give it their full support. 
Go to the Arizona Grand Chapter website (https://www.azoes.org/oes-forms.html) to download an 
updated IGRA Membership Application. Join today and youôll be added to our emailed IGRA 
Newsletter. 
Laurel Wadley, PM 
IGRA Secretary/Treasurer 
2024ï2027  

 

**************************************************************************** 
To All Arizona Eastern Star Members, 
The International Grand Representatives Association (IGRA) is now selling cute little ñSpirit Bearò 
purse fans. We are also selling tickets for a chance to win a beautiful handmade Christmas/Holiday 
Quilt (made by our own Margery Stockton). Instructions are on the flyer below. 
The fans make fun gifts for your Grand Representative counterparts, and you can purchase tickets 
in anyoneôs name. Just be sure to send me their complete information with your payment.  
Laurel Wadley, PM 
IGRA Secretary/Treasurer 
2024ï2027  
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2026 Letters of Intent 

Eligibility to Elective Office, Elective Board, or Elective Standing Committee shall be as stated in 
Article 10 of the Constitution. Eligible members desiring to be nominated for the following positions 
may submit a ñLetter of Intentò to the Grand Secretary by April 1, 2026: 
¶ Grand Secretary 
¶ Grand Treasurer 
¶ Associate Grand Conductress 
¶ Grand Sentinel 
¶ Grand Trustee (1 Past Grand Matron 3 years, 1 Past Matron or Past Patron 2 years) 
¶ Arizona Eastern Star Foundation (1 Past Matron 3 years, 1 Past Patron 3 years) 
¶ Eastern Star Scholarship Committee (1 Past Matron 3 years, 1 Past Patron 3 years) 
¶ ESTARL Committee (1 Past Matron, 3 years) 
¶ Rob Morris Assistance Committee (1 Past Matron 3 years, 1 Past Patron 3 years) 
The candidate shall send one copy of this form to the Grand Secretary to be received by April 
1st. The Grand Secretary will send copies of all Letters of Intent received by the deadline to all 
Chapters by May 1st. All applicant names will be made to the voting delegates at the registration 
desk at Grand Chapter. 
The Letter of Intent form is available on the website home page (www.azoes.org). It is a Word 
Document and can be filled out on the computer and printed. It is also available on AZStarMail. 
The Letter of Intent must be one page only, one side only or it will not be accepted. 
Use the computer version or write with black ink. They are photocopied and sent to the Chapters. 
The originals must be clear and sharp or they will not copy well. 

GUIDELINES FOR FILING LETTER OF INTENT 
It is recommended that all members seeking an elective office in the Grand Chapter submit a 
Letter of Intent. It must be one page only, one side only or it will not be accepted. Please check 
the Blue Book first for eligibility requirements and for the duties pertaining to the office or position 
you are seeking. If possible, consider speaking to someone who has in the past or presently holds a 
like position. There may be added duties that are not covered in the Blue Book. You should be 
certain that the required time commitment does not exceed your available time. You should also 
consider if any specific skills are required for the office or position. 
The office of Grand Secretary not only requires experience with office equipment, but you must 
also be computer literate. (Read Reg G-8 Sec 6 Grand Treasurer page 11-G through 12-G) 
The office of Grand Treasurer requires that you be computer literate and have a general 
knowledge of finances. (Read Reg G-8 Sec 6 Grand Treasurer page 11-G through 12-G) 
All the elective offices or positions in our Grand Chapter are important to our Order. To be an 
effective officer or member, you need to possess the proper skills and be willing to devote whatever 
amount of time and effort it takes to get the job done. 
Those who submit Letters of Intent are recognized as serious candidates by the voting delegates. 
Remember always! You are running for the office or position, not against any specific Sister or 
Brother. If you are not successful, be gracious, congratulate the winner, then submit your Letter of 
Intent the following year and try again. If you are unsuccessful and seek a different office or position 
during Grand Chapter, be certain you qualify and have the available time. The duties and 
requirements may vary for each office or position. 
When finished filling out form, print form, sign, and mail to the Grand Secretary by April 1. 
If the Letter of Intent is sent electronically, the original is to immediately follow. 
Diana Houlette, PGM, Grand Secretary 
4251 E. Thomas Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85018ï7603 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
Friends like you are a rare treasure. Thank you for all your prayers, cards, calls and emails after my 
recent stay in the hospital. I was diagnosed with viral pneumonia and heart failure. The doctors tell 
me it will be late February or early March before I start to feel like myself again. Meanwhile, Iôm to 
rest a lot and have exercises I do twice a day which literally wear me out! Please continue your 

prayers etc. as I really do appreciate them! 
Angel hugs, 

Kathy Pierson, Peoria #59, Organist 
****************************************************************************************************************** 
I am recuperating well, I think. This has been an ordeal to break my left leg and be in the hospital 
and rehab and then rehab at home. I have exercises to continue to do but I am able to be out and 

about. Just going to the store is a chore but exciting. 
I hope all enjoyed the Holidays and ñHave a great New Year!ò 

Hope to see you as I am able to travel. 
Pat Morris, PGM 

Spring 2026 Scholarship Recipients 

Congratulations to the following scholarship recipients for Spring 2026: 

Thank you to all the Chapters for their continued support. 
Arizona Eastern Star Scholarship Committee 

Sedona Abrams Markenzie Dor® Katharyn Holm Willow Lindholm Sofia Santos 

Daniel Adams Mackenzie Dovzak Hailey Houseman Lowell Loll Jared Schulte 

Madison Apolinar Averie Dunn Alexander Hulstrom Allison Minturn Madison Sherman 

Eyan Armenta Karson Dunn Gavin Alexa Ignacio Jennifer Moller Kai Sweeney 

Ella Badinger Isabella Fontes Naomi Jacobson Caitlyn Morris Adrianna Throop 

Quinton Bradley Olivia Fontes Richard Johnston Laureen Pew Elizabeth Throop 

Kristina Calvert Jonathan Fox Samuel Johnston Sarah Phillips Brock Trabow 

Noah Canisalas Matthew Fox Karen Lehman Nathan Reed Serena Valenzuela 

Madeline Carlton Jacob Hardy Allyson Liguori Luke Retana Ashlee Welsh 

Jameson Cione Hailey Harrison Christian Liguori Chloe Roberts Sydney Winn 

Erlinda Delacruz Lane Hoefler Sarah Liguori Jake Santos   
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AROUND THE STATE 

IGRA 
Molly Viele, President 

 
Thank you for becoming a member 
of the International Grand 
Representatives Association 
(IGRA)! Iôm noticing IGRA pins and 
scarfs being worn by members as I 
visit other Chapters. 

An update on membership in IGRA ï the six 
jurisdictions with the most IGRA membership to 
date: Georgia - 52; Nevada - 49; Arizona - 42; 
Washington State - 26; Indiana - 26, and West 
Virginia - 24. We also have Australia - 2,  
Canada - 15, and the Philippines - 17. Our total 
membership to date is 494! 
As a reminder, your official title is: Grand 
Representative of (Sister Grand Jurisdiction) in 
(your home state). Always use the full title 
ñGrand Representativeò in speaking and writing. 
Your name precedes the title in introductions 
and correspondence. TIP: as a mental reminder, 
think óofô and óinô as being óovenô. It is easy to 
remember when you are waiting patiently in line 
for introductions. 
If you have any questions, please send an 
email to me! 
 
VALLEY PAST MATRONS & LINE OFFICERS 

Shery Goodman, PM, President 
 

The Valley Past Matrons meeting 
is Friday, April 24th and the 
program planned to be presented 
is by Dr. Leisa-Marie Grguila, a 
prominent Valley Chiropractic 
Physician who gives advice on 

radio, TV, and writes newspaper articles relating 
to her areas of expertise. She focuses on 
healing yourself, pain relief, health decisions, 
and nutrition. Dr Grguila has a website at 
www.caringpainrelief.com for her professional 
guidance. 
I sincerely hope many of our Sisters plan to 
attend to make it a special companionship day 
as well. It will be helpful to have an idea of how 
many will attend so I can call and inform how 
many hand-outs they should provide so 
everyone will get one. I hope all Chapters will 
RSVP interested attendees to Shery Goodman, 
623ï933ï3495, jsgoodman@juno.com. 

Mark your calendar: 
VALLEY PAST MATRONS & LINE OFFICERS 

MEETING 
Friday, April 24, 2026 at Noon 

Masonic Lodge/Stars of Paradise #56 
16027 N. 25th Street, Phoenix 

Donate $1.00 if you bring a dish, $4.00 if you 
canôt, and we will supply the cutlery, tableware, 
and serving utensils needed for your delicious 
potluck dish. 
Gadding Gracie is still residing at Stars of 
Paradise #56 ï hope you take her to your 
Chapter home.  
Keep in thoughts and prayers all those who 
are ill or recuperating. We look forward to 
enjoying your company and an informative 
meeting. 
 

RUBY #3, Winslow 
Jill Montoya, WM, Reporter 

 
Ruby Officers Jill Montoya, WM and 
Jessica Cox-Atha, AM, presented 
Aliceôs Place (a domestic violence 
shelter) with a check from the 
Arizona Eastern Star Foundation on 
December 8th. 
On January 29th, 
Ruby #3 sponsored 

a Hot Chocolate bar for 120 of 
Jobôs Daughters that were here 
for their pageant.  
 

GRAND CANYON #4, Flagstaff 
Sue Hamilton, WM, Reporter 

 
The Chapter celebrated the return to our 
regular meeting time with a Luau Potluck where 
the membership shared their recipes of 
Hawaiian food. We also showed off our tropical 
sides with our Muu Muus and tropical shirts. 

We have had a busy fall with 
the OV of our WGM Donna 
and WGP Gil. 
October started off something 
special with additions to our 
membership. We worked with 

the Grand Chapter Membership Committee and 
our own Membership Committee along with our 
Chapter members and Masonic Brothers in 
hopes that we could increase our numbers.  



 

 

 

In November we had a special presentation for 
the Veterans of our Chapter with special wreaths 
that were designed by the WM especially for 
each of them. 
December saw our Chapter celebrate the 
season with our cookie exchange on December 
9th. We became very inventive with our cookies 
and had a wonderful time. 
January, February, and March our Chapter 
will only meet once a month due to our wild 
weather. We meet at the Flagstaff Masonic 
Lodge at 7:30pm. If you are up in the high 
country, we invite you to come and join us. 
January 13th we initiated a candidate and read 
a new petition. We are growing! 
 

ARCADIA #9, Safford 
Margaret Ratje, PM, Reporter 

 
The dates for our stated meetings have 
temporarily been moved from the second 
Saturday to the 3rd Monday of the month with 
the anticipation that we will make the move 
permanent. 
At our stated meeting on February 16th, Sister 
Clara Page was recognized as our Chapter 
Sweetheart. She has been a member of OES for 
40 years. She has served in many offices both in 
the local Arizona Chapters and the Arizona 
Grand Chapter levels. Congratulations Sister 
Clara on your award and being recognized three 
times! 
We initiated two new members in December. 
On February 23rd we initiated two additional 
new members. 
On January 23rd, the members of the  
Safford-Willcox Assembly #7 of Rainbow Girls 
learned about rockets as presented by John 
Ratje. Each girl made her own rocket. They were 
planning to launch their rockets on January 24th 
but the weather prohibited that. The launch was 
rescheduled for February 21st and it was a blast! 
The girls want to thank Brother John for sharing 
his time and knowledge with them. 
We are hoping to bring out a wee bit of Irish 
during our stated meeting on March 16th. 
Our Friendship meeting has been moved to 
April 20th which will be our stated meeting. 
We invite members from other Chapters to join 
us. 

In May, we hope to have a Motherôs Day Tea 
with the Rainbow Girls joining us in hosting the 
event. At our stated meeting in May we will 
have Election of Officers for the new year. 
The Masons have made a schedule of 
activities for Calendar Year 2026. Members of 
the Safford Masonic Family have been invited to 
join with them. Events such as the George 
Washington Day Pie Auction, a barbecue, a 
Dutch oven cook out, and Shakespeare 
performances are some of the events.  
 

YUMA #14, Yuma 
Linda Neal, WM, Reporter 

 
Happy New Year! We hope the new year 
brings you and yours many blessings and 
happiness. 
In December, our Christmas meeting was 
extra special, as we initiated a new member! 
Welcome Sister Bonnie Knight! We are so 
excited to have her and we hope she comes to 
love our Order as much as we do! December 
was also special as a couple of our 
members participated in Wreaths 
Across America. This event is truly 
special, as many throughout the 
Yuma community came together to 
lay wreaths on the gravesites of 
our fallen soldiers. It was an honor 
to be a part of this amazing event 
and we encourage all Chapters to participate in 
the future if they can. 
The new year brought us ñsnowmen, snow 
globes, and hugsò as we held our OV on 

January 24th, celebrating our 
WGM Donna and WGP Gil. We 
even had a special visit from 
ñGruò (WGP Gil), ñKevin the 
Minionò (WGM Donna), and a 
couple other minions who learned 
some fun facts about Yuma. As a 
reward, they helped make it 

ñsnowò in Yuma! (Yes, we got to toss snowballs 
again!) The day was extra special 
with our MWGM Sister Billie 
Bradfield in attendance, who 
helped recognize two special 
members for their years of service. 
Sister Marvel Leader, PGM-Utah, 
was recognized for EIGHTY 
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YEARS of service to our Order, as well as Sister 
Carolyn Simson for 25 years of service. We love 
you both and are blessed to have you in our 
Chapter! It was a great day of fellowship, food 
(thanks to our PPôs ñArizona famousò pulled 
pork!), and of course, FUN! 
We are continuing our support 
for The Cubby, a non-profit 
organization at AWC that 
provides food, toiletries, and 
necessities to students free of 
charge so they can focus on their 
studies. Not only have we been 
able to donate items to them, we 
were also able to present them 
with a monetary donation to help 
further their cause. We look 
forward to continuing our support 
for this wonderful organization! 

It was time for our annual 
ñfundraiserò delivering flowers 
in and around Yuma for 
Valentineôs Day! This is one of 
our favorite events of the year, 
bringing smiles to all the 
ñvalentinesò. We had an 

amazing group of drivers going all over Yuma 
over three days, raising over $1,000! We canôt 
wait to do this again for Motherôs Day and 
Mexican Motherôs Day! 
Upcoming events (all meetings start at 
7:00pm, with dinner beforehand at 6:00pm): 
¶ March 10th ï Regular meeting/Friendship 
Night. Itôs St. Patrickôs Day themed, so wear 
your favorite ñgreeneryò!  

¶ March 24th ï Regular meeting. We are 
honoring our Winter Visitors before many of 
them head back north!  

¶ April 14th ï Regular meeting. We are 
honoring our amazing pro-tems who are 
always at the ready to fill in wherever they 
are needed!  

¶ April 28th ï Regular meeting. We are 
honoring our faithful sideliners who help 
make our meetings full!  

¶ Motherôs Day weekend ï We will be doing 
our annual flower delivery for Motherôs Day 
and Mexican Motherôs Day. 

¶ May 12th ï Regular meeting. Itôs our 
Motherôs Day themed meeting, so the men 
will be preparing the dinner! It is also our 

Elections Night so we can prepare for the 
next year. 

¶ May 26th ï Regular meeting. We will 
honor our fallen soldiers for Memorial Day 
and big a fond farewell to the officers of 
2025ï2026. 

¶ May 30th ï Installation of 2026ï2027 
Officers. More information will come out on 
StarMail at a later date. 

Our Chapter is deeply saddened by the loss of 
two members ï Brother Jack Prather, PP and 
Past Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Arizona, and Sister Bert 
Wagner, Warder Emeritus of Yuma #14. Please 
keep their family members in your thoughts and 
prayers. RIP dear Sister and Brother; you will be 
missed! 

 
 

MESA STARLIGHT #16, Mesa 
Sylvia Spriestersbach, PM, Reporter 

 
The ñNeon Wings and Big Dreamsò year is in 
full swing! We are having a fun year with lots of 
activities. We invite all our Sisters and Brothers 
to attend. Keep an eye out for more information 
on StarMail and Facebook! 
We look forward to celebrating different 
themes at our meetings: Friendship Night March 
2nd; 80s Night March 17th; Meeting April 6th; 
Neon Night April 20th; Meeting May 4th; 
Meeting, Officer Tetris Night, Elections May 28th 
(Final Meeting). 
NEW ASSOCIATE PATRON: We 
are pleased to announce the 
election and installation of Brother 
Todd Sturner as AP of Mesa 
Starlight #16 at our January 19th 
meeting. 
GRAND REPRESENTATIVES: Brother Bill 
Udell received an appointment as Grand 
Representative of Illinois in Arizona on January 
9th at the Stars of Paradise #56 meeting. 
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At our December 15th Christmas 
meeting Sister Diana Houlette, 
PGM/Grand Secretary, presented 
Sister Sylvia Spriestersbach with 
an appointment as Grand 
Representative of Montana in 
Arizona, on behalf of Sister Donna 
DiCola, WGM, and Brother Gil 
Marriott, WGP ï road trip! 
OFFICIAL VISIT: On February 
20th, Mesa Starlight welcomed 
Sister Donna DiCola, WGM, 
Brother Gil Marriott, WGP, and the 
Grand Family to a ñBlockbuster 
Movie Nightò with movie trivia and 

music of the 80s. Some members dressed as 
movie characters, while our 
Conductress and Associate 
Conductress dressed as 
Blockbuster Employees who 
handed out Blockbuster Video 
cards to our guests. Prior to 
the meeting, guests enjoyed a 
dinner of pizza and sides, a 
beautiful presentation by 
Bethel #13, Jobôs Daughters, 
and the honoring of Mesa 
Starlightôs two Grand Officers, 
Sisters Diana Houlette, PGM, 
Grand Secretary, and Vernda 
Monette, Grand Martha. Sister 
Patience Ferry, Conductress, 
was surprised with an 
appointment as Grand 
Representative of Colorado in 
Arizona!  

SNOWBIRDS: Mesa Starlight 
enjoys having our Snowbirds visit 
us each year! Sisters Cynthia 
Wilson, Deputy Grand Matron, 
Ontario, and Katherine Dippel, 
Grand Representative of Puerto 
Rico in Ontario, often substitute 
during our meetings. Sister Gayle 
Ottman is a snowbird from 
Billings, Montana and a member 
of Mesa Starlight. 
LUMINARIES: Mesa Starlight 

#16 continued its tradition of placing luminaries 
at the Masonic section of Mountain View 
Cemetery in Mesa at Christmas. Family and 

friends came out to set 
up the luminaries in 
honor of or in memory of 
loved ones. 
FRIENDSHIP NIGHT: 
Monday, March 2nd, 
7:00pm. Join us for subs before the meeting and 
fun and fellowship for the meeting when we will 
be Rockinô to the 80s! 
SAVE THE DATE: Installation of Officers for 
2026ï2027 will be on Sunday, May 31st at the 
Oriental Lodge at 1:00pm. Details to follow. 
We invite our Sisters and Brothers to visit 
Mesa Starlight #16 where ñEverybody Knows 
Your Nameò (Cheers). And we want to ñThank 
You for Being a Friendò (Golden Girls)! 

 
 

CHANDLER #18, Chandler 
Debbie Rose, PM, Reporter 

 
We hope you all enjoyed our OV on February 
21st. It was a lot of fun. Thank you to everyone 
who attended. 
Chandler Chapter collected school supplies 
and donated them to a local school. We also 
made winter survival kits for the homeless. We 
continue to do service projects and fundraisers. 
In March we will pack Spring Survival Kits for 
the homeless. March 28th will be our Fry Bread 
Taco Dinner, one of our fundraisers. Look for 
more details to follow. 
On April 11th we are hosting ñA Sip of 
Personalityò Tea Party. This is another one of 
our fundraisers. More details to follow. 
May 30th will be our installation. Hope to see 
everyone there. More information will come later. 
 

QUEEN ESTHER #22, Phoenix 
Suzanne Pachuta, Reporter 

 
The members of Queen Esther #22 have been 
keeping the calendar (and our hearts!) full this 
holiday season ð and what a joyful, meaningful 
few months it has been. 

AROUND THE STATE Page 16 
MarchïMay 2026 



 

 

We kicked off the festivities by gathering 
together for a special big-screen showing of the 
holiday classic ñItôs a Wonderful Lifeò. Laughter, 
a few happy tears, and plenty of popcorn made 
for a perfect evening of fellowship and a 
wonderful reminder of the impact one life, and 
one caring community, can make. 
While we enjoyed celebrating together, we 
also continued our commitment to service and 
support of the Justa Center. Throughout the 
season, members generously donated  
much-needed items including clothing, hygiene 
products, socks, and other essentials. Thanks to 
everyoneôs giving spirit, we were able to deliver 
a sizable donation just in time for the holidays. 
As we turned the page to the new year, our 
first January meeting brought an inspiring 
presentation from Veterans First, a local  
non-profit dedicated to supporting veteran 
families across the Valley. Moved by their 
mission and the needs they shared, our Chapter 
voted to take action. We committed to collecting, 
organizing, and delivering food bags to eight to 

ten veteran families. 
And take action we did! Prior to 
our first February meeting, 
members gathered for a lively 
and heartfelt packing event. 
Under the incredible organization 
and leadership of Suzann 
Holland, we filled bag after bag, 
each one overflowing with food 
and care. There was laughter, 
teamwork, and a shared sense 
of purpose as we prepared these 

deliveries. It was a beautiful example of how 
much can be accomplished when Sisters and 
Brothers come together with servant hearts. 
Looking ahead, we are gearing up for one of 
our most anticipated and fun traditions: our 
famous Poker Run! More information will be 
coming soon, so keep your eyes open and get 
ready to join in the excitement. 
From fellowship to film nights, from service 
projects to spirited planning sessions, Queen 
Esther #22 continues to shine brightly. Thank 
you to all who give their time, talents, and 
treasures to make our Chapter such a vibrant 
and caring community. The new year is already 
off to a wonderful start, and we canôt wait to see 
whatôs next!  

CASA GRANDE #28, Casa Grande 
Christina Workman, Reporter 

 
Casa Grande #28 is having a great new year. 
We started off the year with two new members 
initiated, Lucy Baxter and Kathleen Rice, both of 
Arizona City. They are both actively involved and 
help out wherever they can, we are so blessed 
to have them! 
In February we celebrated our Chapter 
birthday and Friendship Night with many friends 
from around Arizona and wonderful Italian food. 
Thank you everyone who came to visit and 
celebrate with us! There was much gift giving all 
around and much love felt! We look forward to 
the next event to spend time with everyone 
again! 
Our next big community event is March 6th, a 
Family Spring Fling Dance. We hope to be 
able to reach many in the community and drum 
up interest in joining all our Masonic entities in 
Casa Grande. Itôs just more fun with more 
people involved! We are also hoping to raise 
enough money through the event to make 
improvements to our building. Wish us luck! 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP #40, Glendale 
Shery Goodman, PM, Reporter 

 
Happily, 2026 has begun a terrific New Year 
for Friendship #40 starting with an early 
Springtime weather change here in the Valley of 
the Sun and weôre enjoying every day! 
In December, joining with Glendale #20, we 
had a fantastic Christmas Party OV honoring 
WGM Donna DiCola and WGP Gil Marriott, with 
a turnout of many, many sideliners in attendance 
to celebrate the occasion with us. Our gratitude 
to everyone who took the time to attend. Brother 
Gil Marriott won the 50/50 raffle prize. The OV 
brought in the funds for generous donations to 
the Glendale P.D. Family Advocacy Center. 
Definitely a wonderful day for everyone. 
Our Chapter has a busy fun-filled calendar for 
the months ahead. WM Linda Beck has really 

Page 17 
MarchïMay 2026 

AROUND THE STATE 



 

 

 

AROUND THE STATE Page 18 
MarchïMay 2026 

wonderful inspirations for each meeting. Another 
incredible BINGO party was held February 22nd 
at the home of WP Walter Lorimorôs sister 
Faithôs home and we are planning a Garage 
Sale at Faithôs in March (date to be announced 
soon). On March 16th donôt forget to wear green 
to our meeting to honor St. Patrickôs Day and 
April 7th is our Happy Easter Friendship Day 
meeting beginning at 11:30am with a delicious 
lunch and the meeting at 1:00pm. We look 
forward to the presence of our Sisters and 
Brothers from other Chapters for this special fun 
and fellowship meeting, so please join us. 
Just an update note to add: Vivian Lorimor no 
longer has a landline phone so she can be 
contacted on her cell phone at 602ï619ï8466. 
Installation of new officers is planned for 
Tuesday, June 2nd. Installation at 10:00am, 
lunch following and meeting at 1:00pm. 
Hoping everyone enjoys good days this year 
and we wish good health to everyone throughout 
2026. Keep in prayers for health Amies Webster, 
Bonnie Webster, Gertrude Applegate, Helen 
Carnes, and every member with health 
challenges. 
Looking forward to seeing you at our meetings 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays; come join us!  
 

SCOTTSDALE #43, Scottsdale 
Roberta Beer, Reporter 

 
Hope everyone is enjoying the cool weather. 
At Scottsdale #43 we had our Christmas 
Friendship meeting. It was a lot of fun and so 
good to get to see friends from all around the 
area. 
We had our OV with a wonderful turnout and 
lots of information. Thank you all for coming. 
We will be having quite a few happenings the 
next couple of months such as recognizing  
25- and 50-year members, honoring PMs and 
PPs, and on Saturday, May 2nd we will have a 
fundraiser with a salad luncheon and fashion 
show with models from our Chapter. This should 
be a lot of laughs and great fellowship. 
Our elections will be on May 11th and we will 
also honor women and mothers. 
Installation will be on May 30th at 7:00pm at 
Scottsdale Masonic Lodge, followed by 
refreshments. 
 

ACACIA #46, Avondale 
Pat Zimmerman, PM, Reporter 

 
Acacia #46 has, for many years, supported 
Avondale Police Departmentôs ñShop With A 
Copò. Sister Dora Nickell 
presented the Department with a 
contribution from our Chapter 
recently. Police officers take a 
child Christmas shopping, giving 
the child a positive interaction 
with their department. Children 
are chosen from CPS, 
nominations from teachers at local schools, and 
personal interactions by a police officer. They 
are given breakfast, a fun visit with Santa, and 
caravan to a local business to shop. The joy on 
the faces of these children make it an awesome 
event. 

Our Chapter is giving everyone 
an opportunity to own one of 
these beautiful Eagles ï the 
emblem of our AGP Ed Gordon. 
See any one of our members 
and be sure to visit our table at 

Grand Chapter to participate in this 
exciting opportunity. For more 
information or tickets, contact Wally 
Campbell, WM, at 
wallycampbell@cox.net. 
We will have a Corned Beef and 
Cabbage dinner before our meeting 
on March 12th at 6:00pm with the 
meeting at 7:00pm. Celebrating St 

Patrickôs Day is a good excuse to have fun! We 
love having visitors!!  
 

SAGUARO #48, Tucson 
Kolleen Apgar, PM, Reporter 

 
Sometimes, we Star members surprise 
ourselves. While supporting selected 
organizations or groups is an annual ñgoalò of 
every WM, Saguaro #48ôs WM Judy Hamre-Lelo 
has given our members a great deal from which 
to choose. Our on-going Chapter activities are: 
¶ Fundraising on selected Panda Express 
days and Scottish Rite parking on theater 
nights. Both have been profitable. 

¶ Monthly meal preparation at Fisher House. 
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¶ Cooking and serving meals for Tucson 
Lodge #4 each month. 

This year we added: 
¶ Donations of goods and money to Gospel 
Rescue Mission in Tucson. More than 1,100 
items have been done to date. 

¶ Pima Animal Care and Control (Tucson) and 
Pinal County Animal Care and Control 
(Casa Grande): With donations of pet food, 
towels, and blankets for winter cold 
protection, as well as cash donations of at 
least $250 (to Pinal), our members, friends, 
and other Star members (at OV) have 
delivered several car/trunk loads to each 
facility. Both facilities operate on slim 
budgets, so volunteer help is appreciated. 

In December, Saguaro #48 celebrated with a 
gift and ornament exchange. Sixty Smokey Bear 
activity bags were delivered to Square and 
Compass Childrenôs Clinic to be given to 
children undergoing care over the holidays. 
January saw the return of two members: Leslie 
Dempsey and Danielle Crounse (sister to our 
own AGC Jeannine Crounse). She will 
undoubtedly be busy assisting Jeannine with her 
many Grand Officer activities. 
PGM and Grand Trustee Candace Leininger 
presented the Chapter with a beautiful maple 
leaf finial for our Canadian flag. 
February did not see us slowing down. The 
ñValentineôs Dayò meeting was both fun and 
heartfelt (pun intended). The annual Rodeo 
Dinner on February 22nd is always anticipated 
as another of our annual fundraisers. 
Membership Chairman Shin Anderson and 
Carla Curran have developed a membership 
survey, and will be presenting it along with 
suggestions for events. 
Finally, Saguaro #48 members hope to see 
many of you at Fiesta Day at Sun City Lodge on 
February 28th.  
 
STARS OF PARADISE #56, Paradise Valley 
Virginia Valente/Jeannie Patterson, PMs, 

Reporters 
 

ñWhere flowers bloom, so does hope.ò 
ñOnce you Choose Hope, Anything is Possibleò 
Stars of Paradise #56 had a wonderful OV with 
our WGM Donna DiCola, accompanied by our 
WGP Gil Marriott, on January 9th. We wish to 

thank everyone who helped in making our 
special meeting so fantastic! 
Stars of Paradise #56 is excited to welcome 
Jennifer Printz; we held her initiation on 
February 26th. Please join us in welcoming our 
new member. 
ñMay good luck pursue forever and fill your 
heart with smiles.ò Be sure to wear your green 
on March 11th for our Friendship Night. 
Dinner will be served at 5:45pm and our 
friendship meeting will be at 7:00pm. 
On March 21st, the Phoenician Lodge Masons 
have offered to help our members in a garage 
sale in the west side of the Lodge parking lot. 
Both Lodges will be having an open house and 
BBQ pork and beef in the pit off of the parking 
lot. 
We are so fortunate to have our Esther, Diane 
Guilleum, who wishes to become next WM. Her 
installation date has not been established as of 
yet. We will all support her in every way we can.  
ñMay you be poor in misfortune, rich in 
blessings, slow to make enemies, quick to make 
friends, but rich or poor, quick or slow, may you 
know nothing but happiness from this day 
forward.ò 

 
 

VALLEY OF THE STARS #62, Mesa 
Mickie McKay, WM, Reporter 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026! 
January 14th: Soup and salad luncheon was 
enjoyed by all before our OV meeting. The 
WGMôs and WGPôs Bibles were brought into the 
Chapter Room by WM Mickie and WP George, 
placed on the Altar and pedestal by the 
Secretaryôs desk, respectively. After the 
Ritualistic Opening WM Mickie offered an Irish 
Proverb greeting: ñYou can accomplish more 
with a kind word and a shillelagh, than you can 
with just a kind wordò. It was so good to see the 
Chapter room with so many visitors. Several 
Irish blessings were given during introductions. 



 

 

 

AM Sara Giampaoli was surprised with the 
appointment as Grand Representative of 
Georgia in Arizona. All business was deferred to 
the February meeting with the exception of 
reading a Petition for Degrees, to be voted on 
the next meeting. WM Mickie gave WGM Donna 
a musical snow globe with a hummingbird in it, 
while WGM Donna gifted WM Mickie with a 
treasure box. WP George gave WGP Gil horse 
muffins, while WGP Gil gave WP George a Bolo 
tie. The ñpaper drill was designated for the 
Service Dogs. WGP Gil gave a history and 
background on farming and ranching and how 
far we have come in our modern day farming. 
WGM Donna gave a talk on dealing with our 
personal clutter. 
At our February meeting the Petition for 
Degrees was voted on with positive results and 
two more Applications for Plural Membership 
were read. Our little daylight Chapter is growing. 
Upcoming plans: We will be having Initiation 
in March; this will be the second one for our 
Chapter. 
 

PONDEROSA #64, Payson 
Lu DuBois, PM, Reporter 

 
While Ponderosa Chapter is currently dark, we 
are still engaging in local activities. Yes, many of 
us are getting older and we decided maybe we 
shouldnôt be out on the roads after dark in the 
winter. 
On our ñregularò Monday meeting night in 
January some of our members joined at the Elks 
to play Bingo. Nobody won but we had a good 
time. 
Our Chapter was given much of the jewelry 
from Martha and Randy Ahrensô estate. There 
was a lot of it so we gathered at one memberôs 
home to sort through it all. It took several hours, 
but it allowed us to enjoy some fellowship during 
our down time. 
Many of our members play cards every 
Wednesday. That also gives us the opportunity 
to keep in touch and up-to-date on Grand 
Chapter activities. We do tend to get a bit 
competitive though. 
Some of our members are attending OVs 
when possible. Itôs always great to visit with our 
friends from other Chapters. 

Our next meeting is March 16th at 6:00pm at 
the Payson Elks. If you should be in the area 
please stop by.  
Our Chapter continues to support local 
charities even though we may meet in unusual 
circumstances. In that regard, we will be 
participating in the next Elks Craft show by 
having a bake sale table. We will also have 
some of the jewelry displayed for sale. The date 
is March 28th from 9:00am to 1:00pm. It is 
generally well attended and our Chapter does 
very well. So once again if you happen to be in 
the Payson area at that time consider stopping 
by the Payson Elks Club. They have an amazing 
variety of items available for sale. 
 

SUN CITY #66, Sun City 
Pat Zimmerman, WM, Reporter 

 
March 3rd ï Regular stated meeting at 
7:00pm, refreshments before at 6:00pm. 
March 6th ï Our OV, the theme for this event 
is ñWee bit of country with an Irish twistò. 
Members and friends can come dressed in 
green or if you are a Grand Chapter officer it will 
be the choice of our WGM. Dinner will be at 
5:00pm, please RSVP for the chef ($10.00 per 
person, which will go to our Chapter general 
fund). Dinner will be sloppy joes, potato chips, 
green salad, fresh fruit tray, pies, and root beer 
floats. Our WGM Donna DiCola gave the 
Chapter permission to honor four of our 
members who are on committees. Pictures will 
be taken by 6:30pm, honor program at 6:45pm, 
and meeting will start at 7:00pm. 
March 17th ï Potluck dinner at 5:30pm as 
we gather around to have fun as we countdown 
to just four more meetings to go. Meeting will 
be at 7:00pm and we will honor our District 
Instructor under Good of the Order. 
April 7th ï Regular stated meeting at 
7:00pm, refreshments before at 6:00pm. This 
meeting is for Chapter officers to think about 
what they need to do for their annual reports for 
the term. Letôs see as to how many can receive 
an A for their effort, as by the next stated 
meeting, the start of certain reports will be given. 
April 21st ï Regular stated meeting at 
7:00pm, refreshments before at 6:00pm. 
Under Good of the Order we will be recognizing 

AROUND THE STATE Page 20 
MarchïMay 2026 



 

 

our Chapter Birthday, then honoring PMs, PPs, 
and 50- and 25-year members. 
May 5th ï Regular stated meeting at 
7:00pm, we will have a bring your own Brown 
Bag Dinner at 5:30pm and enjoy sundaes as 
dessert as a gift from your WM and WP. 
Meeting will be at 7:00pm. This meeting will 
also be election night for the ensuing term of 
officers as we congratulate them for their next 
steps. We will be honoring Mothers under Good 
of the Order. 
May 19th ï Regular stated meeting at 
7:00pm, dinner before at 5:30pm with a taco 
salad bar as we celebrate the last meeting of 
this term. Cost will be $5.00 per person and it 
will go to ASPCA fund. We will finish our 
meeting with a Memorial for those lost during 
this term. 
 

SOUTHERN STAR #71, Green Valley 
Georganne Rodgers-Garn, WM, Reporter 

 
On January 17th, the Sahuarita/Green Valley 
Chamber of Commerce had an Expo for those 
members who wished to participate. Southern 
Star has participated now for two years running. 
There were at a minimum 50 different 
businesses, utilities, and non-profits and ten 
restaurants were showcased. Sisters Tina Garn, 

Alice Haynes, and Kassondra 
Marcum manned our booth 
this year. Since a lot of the 
visitors are what we call ñtrick 
or treatersò we had some 
trinkets available from a local 
business (Delta Insurance 
Agency). 
We decided this year to take a tally on the 
number of people we spoke to. We counted over 
125! We got a lot of the following: ñMy 
grandmother (mother, aunt) were members of 
the Eastern Star.ò Our response: ñGreat ï that 
makes you eligible!ò (Actually, that was our 
response to a lot of the people who inquired.) 
Then we could enlighten them about our 
organization and the good we do in the 
community. 
We spoke to a couple who were members in 
Indiana and had no idea that there was OES in 
this area! With newspapers declining and most 
news coming through social media, I think we 
need a more robust presence. Although 
membership in the Chamber is not cheap and 
the table that we paid for was costly, in the end it 
is definitely worth doing ï and we suggest other 
Chapters look to their Chambers where there is 
often a discount for non-profits. 
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