
Wow – it is hard to believe 
that we are already into 
May and June! The year is 
flying by! 
I have so enjoyed traveling 
to all of the OVs, 
reconnecting with friends, 
and meeting new ones 
along the way. The 

hospitality our Chapters have shown to our 
Grand Family has been absolutely stupendous. 
There have been so many fun and creative 
scripts, and the outpouring of donations to 
support local communities and our Grand 
Chapter charities has been phenomenal! 

Gil and I are so grateful to each Chapter for 
embracing the Community Chest project and for 
the tremendous support shown to the local crisis 
centers within your communities. 

It has also been wonderful to hear so many 
Chapters announcing initiations and to meet 
new members as we travel. The joy and 
enthusiasm we have seen throughout our 
Chapters has been truly invigorating. What a 
blessing it is to witness growth within our Order. 

As you know, our motto this year has been to 
“Shake Things Up!” Much like a snow globe, 
sometimes you have to shake things up to fully 
realize the beauty inside. I believe we can all 
appreciate the beauty of our ritual and the 
virtues it represents. Yet, as with many things in 
life, repetition can sometimes cause us to lose 

sight of that beauty we have come to know and 
love. I would like to commend our Divas and 
Dukes, along with our membership, for doing 
some outside-the-box thinking and adding a 
little extra zing to stated meetings and Chapter 
social events. 

Grand Chapter is just around the corner! We 
are excited to honor our own Sister Billie 
Bradfield, MWGM, at the Tuesday evening 
banquet on August 4th. I also hope everyone 
will join in the fun at our Pajama Party “Brinner” 
on Wednesday, August 5th! Plan to be 
comfortable in your Star-appropriate jammies. 
Sorry — no birthday suits allowed at this event! 
We love seeing you…but not quite that much of 
you. ☺ And don’t forget, there will be a funny 
slipper contest along with the lip-sync 
competition! 

We always have fun at Grand Chapter, but 
there is also important business to discuss. 
Your attendance at Grand Chapter is crucial to 
the continued success and future of our 
jurisdiction. 

I would also like to wish Ruth and Ed well as 
they begin their journey to the East. I am excited 
for the adventure ahead and to explore all the 
places we will go! 

To each and every one of our members—
thank you for making this such a special year! 
Star Love and Puppy Dog Kisses, 
Donna DiCola 
Worthy Grand Matron  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEWEST UPDATE FOR CHECKS WRITTEN 
TO GRAND CHAPTER 

Checks can be written in one of three ways as 
follows: 

 
1. Grand Chapter of Arizona 

2. Grand Chapter of Arizona, OES 
3. Grand Chapter of AZ, OES 

 
Diana Houlette, PGM Grand Secretary 

Pam Wade, Grand Treasurer 

 
 

 
Good afternoon Sisters & Brothers, 

Rebecca Powell’s new phone number is  
(928) 270–4934 

 
Thank you, 

Becky Powell  

Stars Over Arizona 
Grand Chapter of Arizona 
Order of the Eastern Star 

4251 E. Thomas Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85018–7603 

(602) 954–9413 
Email:   

grsecazoes@gmail.com 
Website: 

www.azoes.org 
Worthy Grand Matron:  Donna DiCola 

Worthy Grand Patron:  Gil Marriott 
Grand Secretary:  Diane Houlette 

Beginning in August 2026, NEWS ARTICLES 
and questions regarding SOA articles should 

be sent to: 

azgcsoa@gmail.com 
 

Editors can still be reached at: 
 

B.J. Dale, Co-Editor 
(760) 960–9037 

Sabrina Arps, Co-Editor 
(928) 246–6580 

FROM THE EDITORS 

It’s hard to believe Grand Chapter is right around the corner and this Grand 
Year is almost over! Congratulations to Sister Donna and Brother Gil on an 
outstanding year! Your words of wisdom will not be forgotten and your kindness 
and love to all our members is something to be cherished. We look forward to 
Grand Chapter and know that you will “shake things up!” 

We would also like to thank Sister Donna and Brother Gil for entrusting us with 
the SOA again this year. We love seeing what is happening with other Chapters 
around the state and seeing the fellowship among all the members. Working on 
the SOA is truly a labor of love for us and we hope that we are making Arizona Eastern Star proud!  

If you see anything that needs to be changed or corrected, please let us know! We look forward to 
seeing everyone at Grand Chapter! 

B.J. Dale and Sabrina Arps, Co-Editors 
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Hello Sisters and Brothers: 
Well here we are at the end 
of the OV journey! I know it 
gets tiring hearing “man 
does time go by fast”, but it 
did! I enjoyed visiting all the 
Chapters and meeting the 
Sisters and Brothers. The 
OVs were fun and lots of 

creativity went into many, especially the skits. 
Also visiting the Chapters offered me the 
opportunity to visit places in Arizona I haven’t 
visited previously, especially Southern Arizona. 
Traveling around the state it was amazing how 
varied Arizona’s topography is. From the 
mountains to the desert and all in between, 
Arizona is such a beautiful state. 

The Four Corners event this year was held in 
Farmington, NM which is very close to the 
geographical intersection of four state corners. 
The Four Corners Monument is located on the 
Navajo Reservation. The monument consists of 
four quadrants representing Utah, Colorado, 
New Mexico, and Arizona. If you were double 
jointed, acrobatic, and under 50 you could place 

a hand and a foot in one of the states quadrant 
so that you could be in all four states at once. 
The area was mostly desert sprinkled with 
mesas, valleys, and spectacular rock formations. 
Farmington itself was a nice city, clean with 
some great shopping, just ask Linda! The 
Saturday night banquet was a lot of fun. The 
theme was the 1940s and many of the attendees 
were costumed accordingly. Zoot suit clad 
Brother Tony won first place for the men in the 
costume contest. Many of the Grand Officers 
from each state attended, including all four 
WGMs and WGPs. It was a good time. 

The kick-off year of our Membership Project is 
also coming to a close. The cut off date is May 
31, 2026. Information on initiations will be sent to 
Sister Linda O’Neil for tabulation. Winners will be 
announced at Grand Chapter. 

Well that is all for now. A big thanks to all who 
had the patience to put up with me so far (the 
year ain’t done yet)! See y’all at Grand Chapter 
and remember whatever you do don’t squat with 
you spurs on! 
Be safe, God Bless, and Star hugs, 
Gil  

I want to thank everyone who attended Jim Wadley’s Memorial Service. It was probably the BEST 
service any Past Grand Master/Past Grand Patron ever had. The Masonic portion was assembled 
by Most Worshipful Grand Master Leigh Creighton (Jim’s golfing buddy) and Paul Simpson, Past 
Master, Tucson Lodge #4 Secretary (and WP of my Chapter). 

Our own PGM Candy Leininger, WM Judy Hemre-Lelo, and PGM Mitzi Loughridge were in charge 
of the reception food and did a wonderful job. I also want to thank my Sisters from Olana Temple 
#131, Daughters of the Nile, for the delicious desserts. A special Thank You goes to Jeannine 
Crounse, AGC, for watching over the display table and sign-in book; to Debbie Rasberry for making 
Jim’s favorite potato salad; to Doreen Santos for baking Jim’s (and my) favorite brownies; and to 
Mitzi Loughridge for the great cereal mix. Thanks to Cathy Simpson who did whatever I asked of her 
and for taking pictures. I know there were more down in the reception area helping, so thank you to 
all. Thanks to my Chapter for the beautiful flower arrangements, made up of carnations in each Star 
Point color, and delivered to the Scottish Rite. 

For the short 14 years Jim and I have been in Arizona, and particularly in Saguaro #48, you have 
all given us both so much love and support, especially when Jim was going through the Grand 
Chapter line. There are no words to say how grateful I am to each of you. Thanks also to all of the 
Arizona members who attended and my good friends from other Jurisdictions: 12 from Utah, 2 from 
California, and 1 from New Mexico. 

I love you all! 
Laurel 
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Remember the show Golden Girls? The show about four women with just a bit of sass, who could 
solve the problems of the world sitting around the table, sharing a plate of cheesecake. Well, lets 
start these remarks using the storytelling style of Sophia:  

“Picture it…Phoenix, Arizona…2005…” 
I’m sitting inside this very building, outside in the hallway on a couch, trying to look calm, not 

fooling anybody. I had no idea what to expect; all I knew was wear comfortable shoes. Which, by the 
way, is never a comforting instruction. Because when someone tells you to wear comfortable shoes, 
it usually means you’re going to be walking a lot. 

So there I am, making small talk out in the hallway with someone I hardly knew, while everyone 
else I had met earlier in the evening disappeared behind a closed door. Eventually, a very nice 
woman came out and told me, “It’s almost time…I’ll be back for you in a minute.” She comes back, 
takes me into a small room, and proceeds to tell me…well…something. At the time, I couldn’t tell 
you what she said except: no hats, no gloves are to be worn in the Chapter room, and she said to 
pay attention because I would hear some beautiful stories. 

So we walk to this second door. There are knocks, some mysterious dialogue, and then we walk 
into this large room. The lights are dimmed and suddenly everything changes. Yes, I was nervous, 
but I was also in awe of this beautiful room and the energy in it. There was a sense of reverence, a 
feeling that something truly special was happening. Around the room we walked…and walked…and 
walked. And I listened to stories. At the end of it all, I signed the bylaws and I was handed a large 
print ritual—not the small one, because they were informed that I had vision issues and they thought 
I would appreciate the larger print. I sat through the rest of the meeting and tried to absorb the 
discussions. And then the closing song – “So Long, Farewell” from The Sound of Music. Now I love 
Broadway musicals and The Sound of Music is right at the top of my list. So in that moment I 
thought, I’m exactly where I’m supposed to be. And just two days later I was installed as Marshal. 
Because the best way to learn the ritual and floor work is to sit in the front of the room and observe. 

So why this walk down memory lane? 
Because while I may not remember every word that was said that evening, I remember exactly 

how I felt. As Maya Angelou said: “People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, 
but people will never forget how you made them feel.” And what was that feeling? For me, it was a 
sense of Belonging and Kinship. So, how can we cultivate and foster a feeling of belonging and 
kinship for our Sisters and Brothers, whether they be new members or perhaps those who have 
been around the Eastern Star block a time or two? For those moving through the line, talk to your 
members to see what they like. Some are perfectly happy to just come to meetings and enjoying a 
little fellowship. And others? They want to go…do…try…experience. Not every activity will appeal to 
everyone, but when we encourage new ideas and new experiences, we create opportunities for 
everyone to feel included. 

Over the years, this Chapter has done just that with wacky backyard poker runs, walking like an 
Egyptian, serving meals at a family homeless shelter. Not everyone does everything, but most 
everyone tries something at least once. And that matters. Because while fundraising is important,  
we can’t forget about fun-raising. Because the worst feeling a member can have is to feel 
unimportant, unseen, or left out. My wish for each of you, whether you’re brand new or have been 
here 50+ years, is that you leave your Chapter experiences with that same feeling I had that night. 

Belonging. Kinship. Feeling like you are exactly where you’re supposed to be. 
Because I know. I still do. And just like with The Golden Girls, a whole lot of the world’s problems—

and a few Eastern Star ones—get solved sitting around a table, downstairs, sharing stories, and yes, 
probably over something just as delicious as cheesecake. And as Sophia would say, no serious 
problem has ever been solved on an empty stomach. And if it hasn’t been solved yet…pass the 
cheesecake—we’re clearly not done talking. 
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This year I wanted to do something other than a Guest Book. My parents had a nice bench in the 
yard and it needed just a little refinishing, so Tony and I came up with a plan. Throughout the year, 
everyone was asked to sign a slat of wood at each of the Official Visits. These slats of wood were 
pieces of the wood from that bench. Tony varnished and put all the pieces of wood back together 
again, complete with lots of signatures and memories, and here is the finished product. Thank you 
Tony for making this happen - it is beautiful and I love it!  

  

 

Hello everyone, 
I’m gathering interest for vendors for Grand Chapter, as well as any groups/Chapters who would 

like to reserve a table (Associate Matrons group, etc.). If your group would like a table, please let me 
know. 

If you have a business and would like a table to sell your goods, feel free to send me your 
information. I’m also looking for recommendations; if you know someone with unique or interesting 
items, send their information my way. My goal is to bring in a variety of vendors and introduce some 
fresh offerings this year! 

Email: amandamarlene@gmail.com 
Call or text: 602–410–6748 

Thank you, 
Amanda Strong 
Vendors Chairman 



 

 

 

For generations, the Order of the Eastern Star in Arizona has lived our principles of Charity, Truth, 
and Loving Kindness through service to others. One of the greatest ways we continue that mission 
today is through the Arizona Eastern Star Foundation (AESF), a charitable organization created to 
support both our Eastern Star family and communities throughout Arizona. 

The AESF was established following the sale of the Arizona Eastern Star Retirement Center, 
formerly known as the Arizona Eastern Star Home. The proceeds from that sale were used to create 
an investment fund that would allow the Foundation to continue serving charitable causes for years 
to come. Today, AESF operates as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to improving lives 
through scholarships, charitable grants, and support for projects that relieve human suffering caused 
by abuse, neglect, illness, or poverty. 

Over the years, the Foundation has provided support to organizations across Arizona including 
food banks, shelters, children’s charities, medical research organizations, scholarship programs, 
veterans’ services, and many other community-based nonprofits. In 2025 alone, the Foundation 
awarded more than $192,242 to charitable organizations throughout the state. In addition, AESF 
continues to support Arizona Eastern Star scholarship programs for deserving students. 

One of the unique and beautiful aspects of the Foundation is that every Arizona Eastern Star 
Member and Chapter can participate directly in its charitable mission. Any Member or Chapter may 
sponsor a grant application for a qualified 501(c)(3) organization. This means that local Chapters 
can support the charities that matter most to their communities while partnering with AESF to 
expand the impact of those donations. 

As many members know, the Foundation is currently classified by the IRS as a private foundation. 
Because of this status, AESF must distribute a significant amount of charitable funding each year 
based on the appraised value of Foundation assets. The Board’s long-term goal is to transition 
AESF into a public charity by increasing public support and donations. Achieving public charity 
status would strengthen the Foundation’s future sustainability and allow even more charitable dollars 
to remain available for grants and scholarships. 

This is where our Chapters and Members can make a tremendous difference. When Chapters 
donate to their favorite local nonprofits through the AESF by sponsoring grant applications and 
contributing matching or supporting donations, those gifts help AESF demonstrate broader public 
support. Not only does this allow Chapters to continue supporting meaningful local charities, but it 
also helps the Foundation move closer to meeting the IRS requirements needed to become a public 
charity. Every donation matters, whether large or small. 

The Foundation is also proud to support the Alzheimer’s Association through “The Longest Day” 
Campaign in partnership with the General Grand Chapter Alzheimer’s Committee. This special 
campaign honors those affected by Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia while helping 
fund research, care, and support services. Donations made through the AESF toward “The Longest 
Day” Campaign not only support this important cause, but they also count as public donations that 
help AESF work toward public charity status. Members can participate by making donations payable 
to the AESF with “GGC Alzheimer’s” noted in the memo line. 

Members can also support AESF directly through tax-deductible contributions. Donations may be 
mailed to: 

Arizona Eastern Star Foundation 
135 W. Juniper Avenue 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001–1311 
Checks should be made payable to: Arizona Eastern Star Foundation. 
Donations can also be made online through the Foundation’s Donorbox 

campaign page. You can use the QR code or go to this link: 
https://donorbox.org/support-aesf-s-mission  
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On April 8th, Peoria #59 was proud to present a grant from the AESF to our crisis center A New 
Leaf/Faith House. Accepting the check is Crystal, their coordinated supervisor, Ed Gordon, AGP, 
Kai, their community coordinator and Sandra Gordon, PM. Not pictured was Ruby, their child 
specialist, and Ruby, their case manager. (Yes, both names are Ruby!) 
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The AESF represents the heart of what our Order stands for: members helping members, 
Chapters helping communities, and Eastern Star extending its light far beyond the walls of our 
Chapter rooms. Through your continued support, we can ensure that AESF remains a lasting source 
of hope, compassion, and charitable service throughout Arizona for generations to come. 

For additional information about grant applications, donations, sponsoring a charity, or supporting 
“The Longest Day” Campaign, please contact the AESF at azeasternstarfoundation@gmail.com or 
visit the Arizona Grand Chapter website. 

Respectfully, 
Shin Anderson 
Secretary 
Arizona Eastern Star Foundation 
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Power Paws was selected by WGM Donna DiCola to be our Service Dog 
project this year. Power Paws, located in Phoenix, has for its mission to 
empower people for independence. Power Paws provides highly skilled 
assistance dogs to people with disabilities, to provide education and continuing 
support for working assistance dog teams and to be a resource in the 
community for people with disabilities. They place assistance dogs, diabetic alert 
dogs, courthouse/family dogs, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder assistance dogs 
showing what examples they will provide as needed. 

The Service Dog committee has worked all year raising funds for Power Paws. 
The more money we can raise for Power Paws, the more dogs they will be able 
to place for those who need them the most. During Arizona Grand Chapter, 
August 5th–8th, the committee will have a table in the vendor area for Service 
Dogs which will feature a lighted tree with $1,000 worth of gift cards tied to the 
tree. Be sure to visit the Service Dog table in the vendor area and get your 
tickets to win this amazing tree because you could be a winner. The winner of 
the tree will be drawn on Saturday morning during Grand Chapter. There will be 
more surprises at the table during Grand Chapter so be sure to stop by.   

Peoria #59 OES Presents Grant to Support Grieving Families 

Peoria #59 Order of the Eastern Star recently demonstrated its continued commitment to 
community service by presenting a grant from the AESF to Billy’s Place in Peoria. 

Billy’s Place is deeply grateful to the Order of the Eastern Star for its generous grant in support of 
our mission. Their commitment to community and compassion helps ensure that kiddos and families 
navigating grief have access to a safe, supportive place to heal. “This kind of support means 
everything to the families we serve,” said Kris Friedman, Executive Director of Billy’s Place. 
“Because of partners like the Order of the Eastern Star, we’re able to continue showing up for 
grieving kiddos with consistency, care, and a whole lot of heart, reminding them they are not alone 
and that hope can exist alongside grief,” concluded Friedman. 

Representatives from Peoria Chapter gathered for the presentation, underscoring the importance 
of supporting organizations that address emotional well-being and family support. The grant reflects 
the Chapter’s ongoing mission to uplift and strengthen the community through service and 
generosity. 
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On April 15th, WM Judy Hamre-Lelo, PGM Candy Leininger, and Laurel Wadley, PM presented 
the charity Youth On Their Own (YOTO) with a check for $7,500 from the AESF. Our Chapter has 
been supporting this charity for several years now. The other two ladies pictured are YOTO staff 
members, who were very excited and thankful to receive this large grant. 

YOTO is a dropout prevention program that supports the high school graduation and continued 
success of youth experiencing homelessness in Pima County. The organization was founded in 
1986 when Ann Young, a guidance counselor in the Amphitheater School District, noticed that 
talented and motivated students were dropping out of school due to homelessness and being forced 
to live on their own without a parent or guardian. Inspired by the students’ tenacity and willingness to 
stay in school, other school counselors, teachers, volunteers, and community members came 
together to form YOTO with the goal of helping students graduate. 

The money funded a group residence for homeless girls known as the St. Andrew’s Friendly 
Environment (SAFE) House. Young’s experience with the SAFE House, which closed after two 
years, encouraged her to further expand the program. She applied for grants and spread the word 
about the charitable work the organization was doing. At this point, it was known as the Pima County 
Homeless Teen Project—a marketing specialist later dubbed it Youth On Their Own—and Young 
knew that if she wanted to continue her project, she would have to apply to become a full-fledged 
501(c)(3) nonprofit foundation. After successfully gaining the designation, YOTO applied for and won 
a grant from Angel Charity for $100,000 for the stipend program in 1990. That funding coupled with 
a community-wide advertising campaign gave YOTO the exposure it needed to really takeoff and 
become the program it is today. Since then, over 16,000 homeless and compromised students have 
been empowered to stay in school and pursue opportunities for self-sufficiency.  
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Don’t forget to send in your 2026–2027 Grand Chapter Directory Ads, Booster lists, and 
Congratulations by June 30th (or the sooner the better). Congratulatory ads ONLY can be sent in by 
August 12th, i.e. a new Grand Officer or newly elected committee member. Please read the “fine 
print”, especially for the Booster lists. It has specific ways to list your members. If they are listed 
incorrectly, they will be returned for corrections. If possible, send your ads via email, with an 
attached Word document, or in the body of an email. If you handwrite a list, please print the 
information. Always send your information/check with a form. 

Businesses in your community can showcase their services and products by placing an ad in this 
year’s directory. This is specially true for Chapter members and other Masonic Family members who 
have a business. Be sure to let these Sisters and Brothers know so they have the opportunity to 
show their support. I encourage every member to support the businesses that advertise in our 
Directory, so they will continue to advertise yearly. 

Double check your math to make sure your check amount is correct for your Ad/booster fees. Mark 
the Subject Line of your email “GC Directory Ad - (Your chapter name and number)”. This will help 
me to pick these out of the many emails I get each day. Ads/Boosters and Business Ad form links 
were sent through StarMail. Please use the correct form. Questions? Please ask. 
Thanks, 
Laurel Wadley, PM 
Directory Ad Sales, Chair. 
Email: strawberrystar@sisna.com 
Phone: 520–575–2753 
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IGRA 
Molly Viele, President 

 
Our IGRA emblem “Hands clasped 
in Friendship”, what does it truly 
mean? 
Your appointment requires a 
commitment to visit and to spread 
goodwill, to receive visitors in your 

Grand Jurisdiction with warm hospitality, and to 
spread fraternal love wherever you are. 

As an ambassador, you should know important 
facts about your jurisdiction, OES, and the state 
you are representing as well as important facts 
about their OES customs. 

To further the enjoyment of your appointment, 
you are encouraged to join the Grand 
Representatives Association in your Grand 
Jurisdiction as well as IGRA. As a Grand 
Representative with a current commission or 
one that has expired, you are encouraged to join 
IGRA. Dues for IGRA are established by the 
IGRA bylaws and are payable in US Currency. 

Check out our membership application for 
available merchandise representing our  
2024–2027 Triennium. The fans, pins, and 
button cover make great exchange gifts or 
special gifts for your counterpart. We also have 
seven 3-inch round IGRA sleeve/pocket patches 
for $6.00 each. 

For a very special gift for your counterpart or 
any current or former Grand Representative, you 
may wish to purchase an IGRA membership, 
IGRA jewelry, or a copy of the Handbook.  

We have tickets available for purchase on the 
opportunity to win the Christmas Quilt. The way 
the weather has been lately, you may appreciate 
owning the quilt! 

Share your visits by sending articles and 
pictures to the OES Journal!!! I hope you enjoy 
every moment of your appointment and that you 
make friendships that last a lifetime! 

We will be hosting a Grand Representatives 
Luncheon at General Grand Chapter, which will 
be held in Phoenix from August 26–September 
7, 2027. We hope to see all former and current 
Arizona Grand Representatives there. At the 
2024 General Grand Chapter we had over 500+ 
members attend from all over the world. 

If you have never been to a General Grand 
Chapter, 2027 is the one you MUST attend. 

Ladies, they have a HUGE vendor area, so start 
saving your pennies now!! 

If anyone has changed their phone number,  
e-mail address, or has general comments or 
suggestions, please don’t hesitate to send an  
e-mail to me. 
 

RUBY #3, Winslow 
Jill Montoya, WM, Reporter 

 
Ruby #3 had a Bunco 

tournament and 50/50 raffle 
on May 2nd; fun was had by 
all. On May 9th, Ruby’s Teri 
Bumgarter presented a 
young lady with the Edith 
Goddard Award at a 
luncheon. She has Masonic 
and Eastern Star relatives. Her  
Great-Grandfather Dave Porter was a Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge. 

On May 31st Ruby will have installation for the 
WM-elect and WP-elect Jessica Cox-Atha and 
David Brakefield. 
 

ARCADIA #9, Safford 
Margaret Ratje, PM, Reporter 

 
In February, Sister 
Clara Page was 
honored as our 
Chapter Sweetheart. 
Sadly, we will miss 
Sister Clara as she 
is now living with 
family in Washington 

State. They will come back whenever they can. 
We have initiated two members, Sister 

Michelle and Brother Brad Smith. We are very 
happy to have them join with us. 

Brother John has held a Movie Night once a 
month. It is open to members of our Masonic 
Family and their families and has been well 
attended. The most recent movie was the 
Disney movie, Cars 2. 

Our meeting date and time have been 
changed to the third Monday of each month 
beginning at 6:00pm. 

Brother John Ratje led a session with the 
Rainbow Girls Assembly on building rockets and 
then launching them. 



 

 

At our May meeting we will have Election of 
Officers for the next year. The Installation of 
Officers will be held at a date to be announced 
later. 

There are plans in the works for the Masons to 
have a float in the local July 4th parade 
celebrating the 250th anniversary of our nation’s 
founding. This is to be followed by a meal at the 
Lodge. Members of our local Masonic orders 
and their family members are invited to attend. 

Have a wonderful and safe summer and we’ll 
see you in September.  
 

YUMA #14, Yuma 
Linda Neal, WM, Reporter 

 
Another year of Chapter OES is about to be 

written. As WM, I would like to publicly thank all 
the Officers and members of Yuma #14 for their 
support, help, and love they have shown Michael 
and me. We initiated two new members this past 
year but sadly, three members passed away. 
We held a Memorial Service for our members 
who passed throughout the year at our last 
meeting of the year in May.  

In March, we once again helped Yuma 
Territorial Lodge with checking IDs and handing 
out wristbands at the annual Midnight at the 
Oasis car show. We love helping our Brothers 
out, plus it helps us meet people in our 
community. We hope to be able to help the 
Lodge out in the future. We also participated in 
the Open House on March 21st. We had a few 
people interested and were able to share our 
love for Star with them! 

A few of our members went to Lake Havasu to 
help them out with their initiation on April 16th, 
then five of our members attended the Hand 
Across the Border event April 17th–19th. We all 
had a great time, except BJ Dale, who spent 
most of the weekend in the hospital! She fell in 
the parking lot of the hotel that Friday night and 
gashed her head. They took her to Las Vegas 
hospital as a precaution, but she went home 
Saturday and is doing well. 

Several members attended Homecoming on 
April 25th. It was a wonderful day, celebrating 
Queen Esther Chapter and welcoming WGM  
Donna home! We also want to say 
CONGRATULATIONS to Brother Mike Dale, 
who was named Grand Representative of South 

Carolina! His commission doesn’t start until June 
1st, but we are excited for him to start this new 
adventure! Brother Mike was a drill instructor 
stationed in Parris Island when he was in the 
Marine Corps, so South Carolina has a special 
place in his heart! 

We are super proud of Brooke 
Arps, daughter of PM Sabrina 
and PP DJ Arps. She is working 
hard in her Rainbow work and is 
enjoying all the new friendships 
she has made! At the Casa 
Grande Assembly OV in May, 
Brooke was Drill Leader, which 
meant she had the pleasure of 
introducing her grandfather, Brother Mike Dale, 
as a Past Grand Master at the OV! She also got 
to introduce her mother as a Past Grand Worthy 
Advisor. It was a special day for Rainbow Girls, 
but it was extra special for the Dale-Arps family! 
We as a Chapter are looking forward to getting 
an assembly here in Yuma and helping Arizona 
Rainbow grow. 

The flowers we delivered 
for Mother’s Day and 
Mexican Mother’s Day in 
May made a lot of 
mothers in and around 
Yuma County smile. It 
was a busy, fun three 
days AND increased our 

fundraising by $1,400!! Thank you to all the 
Sisters, Brothers, family, and friends who 
helped. Our newest member Laura Rodriguez 
was there helping us (before she was initiated!) 
and getting to know us. We also supported the 
Masons in providing water for the attendees at 
the program for the Peace Officers Memorial 
Service on May 15th. 

We have been getting 
together more as a Chapter, 
both in Yuma and out-of-
town. On May 4th, several 
members went to Imperial, 
CA to attend their stated 
meeting and dinner before 
the meeting. We love 
visiting our Sisters and Brothers in CA and have 
gotten closer to them through the years. Then, 
after the men’s stated meeting in May, we 
started to bring back an “old tradition” of staying 
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after the lodge dinner to play games and chat. 
We used to do this years ago with the Rainbow 
girls, so we thought it would be nice to start up 
with that again. It’s also a nice way of having the 
Masonic ladies join us and make new friends! 
Hopefully this tradition stays! Several of our 
members also got together to have lunch in 
Yuma and Wellton, a sort of “Stars Day Out”. We 
will definitely be doing more of these! 

As I end my year as WM, I would like to wish 
all the best to Sister Annette Casey and Brother 
DJ Arps as they assume their stations in the 
East. I heard they had a wonderful installation on 
May 31st with lots of visitors and an amazing 
lunch with Brother DJ’s “Arizona famous” pulled 
pork. It will be a great year for them and Yuma 
Chapter as we support Sister Ruth Wilmot as 
she is installed as WGM. Yes, we have no 
qualms that you won’t be elected!!!!  

Hope to see many of you at Grand Chapter. 
 

MESA STARLIGHT #16, Mesa 
Sylvia Spriestersbach, PM, Reporter 

 
Our “Neon Wings and Big Dreams” year is 

coming to an end as we say goodbye to the 80s. 
Sister Debbie Robinson, WM, and Brother Bill 
Udell, WP, want to thank the Sisters and 
Brothers who supported Mesa Starlight #16 
during this last year. We enjoyed many activities 
where “everyone knows your name” sharing fun 
and fellowship -- thank you for being a friend! 

On May 31st, Sister Valerie Pajak and Brother 
Todd Sturner took us on a trip to the Hundred 
Acre Wood with Winnie the Pooh and friends as 
they began a new chapter in the history of Mesa 
Starlight #16. The installation was wonderful and 
was followed by a sweet reception/fundraiser at 
Handel’s Creamery, on Rio Salado Parkway. 

On March 28th, we 
gathered for our Annual 
Chapter picnic. As 
always, we enjoyed 
good food and wonderful 
fellowship! Let the 
flames begin! 

As we begin a new year, 
journey back to the time in 
your youth when you 
travelled to the Hundred 
Acre Wood on a beautiful 

spring day to visit your best friend, Winnie the 
Pooh. There was a scary moment where you 
and Pooh were chased through the Wood by 
Heffalumps and Woozles, but you and Pooh 
stumbled on a strange looking blue box with the 
sign that read “POLICE BOX” and the door 
slightly open. You and Pooh rush inside and 
close the door. Turning around and seeing the 
cavernous room, you exclaim “It’s bigger on the 
inside!” Come join us to see where Pooh and the 
TARDIS will take us as the story continues! 
 

CHANDLER #18, Chandler 
Debbie Rose, PM, Reporter 

 
Chandler #18 has had a wonderful year with 

our WM Karen and WP Bob. You both did a 
great job leading us this year. Some of the 
highlights the past few months have been: 
making spring care packages for the homeless, 
sending thank you notes to teachers and a 
fabulous tea party, and a Mother’s Day tea. 
Thank you to everyone who attended the tea. 
We also welcomed Sandra as a dual member in 
our Chapter, congratulations Sandra! 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone 
during the summer! First with the Wii Bowling 
Tournament which is tentatively scheduled for 
July 11th. Please watch StarMail for information 
and updates! Then we are off to Grand Chapter 
in August. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer!  
 

QUEEN ESTHER #22, Phoenix 
Suzanne Pachuta, Reporter 

 
Queen Esther #22: A Spring Full of 

Celebration and Giving! 
The spring season has been an absolute 

whirlwind of activity for Queen Esther #22, and 
we are still riding the wave of excitement from 
our recent events! 

Flying High at Homecoming 
We were absolutely thrilled to host a fabulous 

Homecoming celebration honoring our WGM 
Donna DiCola and WGP Gil Marriott. The 
Chapter room was bursting with energy, 
laughter, and a few whimsical surprises. From 
embracing the “winged Pegasus” theme to 
rocking some stellar star-glasses, everyone was 
in high spirits. The highlight of the entertainment 
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was a highly competitive 
game of Family Feud. 
Let’s just say we learned 
all kinds of hilarious 
secrets about some of our 
favorite leaders! Huge 
thank you to our 

Conductress Susann Holland (PM) for 
coordinating so much of the fun. The day was 
overflowing with love and gratitude for Donna 
and Gil as they continue to beautifully lead our 
state this year. A huge thank you to everyone 
who traveled to celebrate with us—we even had 
members make the trek all the way from Yuma! 

Fellowship, Fundraising, and Future Plans 
The celebration didn’t 

stop at Homecoming! On 
April 30th, we gathered for 
a fantastic Stars Night Out 
at BJ’s Restaurant and 
Brewhouse at Desert 
Ridge. This fundraiser 
dinner was held in 
partnership with our 
wonderful Brothers and 
Sisters from the 
Sunnyslope Chapter. There 
is truly nothing better than 
breaking bread and sharing 
laughs with such a fun group of folks! 

In between all of these amazing events, we 
haven’t slowed down for a second. We are 
currently busy preparing for Grand Chapter and 
crafting all the items needed to support that 
huge, fun event. A massive shoutout to our own 
Pam Wade, PM for organizing the Work Parties 
and keeping us all on track! 

Making an Impact: Supporting the Justa 
Center 

While the fellowship has been unforgettable, 
the true heart of our recent gatherings was the 
opportunity to give back. Queen Esther #22 has 
long held the Justa Center close to our hearts, 
as they do vital work serving and supporting our 
community’s unhoused seniors. 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our 
order, we were able to make a massive impact 
during our celebrations: 

$7,000 Check: Awarded from AESF. 
$250 Check: Presented directly from Queen 

Esther #22 to further support their noble efforts. 

Pictured in the photo: 
Queen Esther #22 and 
AESF’s Secretary Marc 
Ciccarone, PP, presenting 
the grant check to Dean 
Scheinert, Executive 
Director of the Justa 
Center. 

Thank you to every Sister and Brother who 
contributed, attended, and worked behind the 
scenes to make this spring such a monumental 
success. We are so proud of our Chapter and 
look forward to making many more memories 
together soon!  

 
 

CASA GRANDE #28, Casa Grande 
Christina Workman, Reporter 

 
In the words of our WM Kathy Zak, “it is very 

unusual for a Chapter to have five initiations in 
one night.” We have been so very blessed by 
this unique opportunity! Thanks to the Masonic 
Family Open House in March we were really 
able to get the word out about who we are and 
what we do. We had a little Star Wars theme for 
the evening for May the Fourth be with You. It 
was such a nice night, thank you to everyone 
who helped get these wonderful people initiated! 

Other notable things we have done recently 
include donating money to community interests. 
We were able to donate to Caring Hands of 
Pinal County with a grant awarded by AESF. 
Caring Hands of Pinal County offer a food pantry 
to our community members who need a little 
extra help. And, our 
favorite giving 
opportunity—awarding a 
young lady with the Edith 
Goddard Scholarship, a 
$1,000 scholarship to 
help a young lady in the 
community further pursue 
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her interests. We had a little ceremony and met 
her family; we also had the opportunity to have 
our prospects there so they could be a part of 
the experience. It was a great night. 

We are wrapping up the year this month with 
elections and having more positions filled for the 
upcoming year! We are very excited that we are 
growing so much! Thank you all for all you do to 
support us! We look forward to seeing everyone 
at Grand Chapter in August! 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP #40, Glendale 
Shery Goodman, PM, Reporter 

 
Friendship #40 has only a couple of meetings 

remaining to end a wonderful year. Thank you, 
WM Linda Beck and WP Walter Lorimor for 
making our meetings so enjoyable. 

Elections were held May 5th, electing:  
WM – Dora Nickell, PM; WP – Walter Lorimor, 
PP; AM – Carol DuBois PM; AP – Paul 
Zimmerman, PP; Conductress – Dorthy 
Jamieson, PM, and AC – Christine Irestone. 
Installation was held May 19th. The Chapter will 
have excellent experienced and accomplished 
leadership for 2026–2027. 

It is with regret that our beloved Helen Gillette 
Carnes will be with her Lord and not attending 
our meetings. Our beloved Sister Helen passed 
May 3rd. Helen was a nurse and so caring and 
concerned, especially when one of us had 
medical difficulties. We will miss Helen and her 
caring touch. 

Friendship #40’s big events were our BINGO 
games at the home of Walter Lorimor’s sister 
Faith’s house in Glendale. Everyone who 
attended will confirm how terrific the games, 
lunch, and prizes were. All attendees went home 
with a terrific gift – doesn’t get any better than 
that! 

Remember Friendship #40 is a daytime, 
sunshine Chapter, so if night driving is difficult 
for you, consider coming to our meetings on the 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. We enjoy 
“Bring-Your-Own-Lunch” dining at 11:30am 

and socializing until the meeting commences at 
1:00pm, and you’ll be home well before 3:00pm, 
before the heavy afternoon road traffic. 

Our WM, WP, and everyone in Friendship #40 
wish all of you a fun, happy, healthy, safe travel, 
and “cool” summer. We’d love to see you at our 
Fall meeting at Glendale Lodge, September 
22nd.  
 

SCOTTSDALE #43, Scottsdale 
Roberta Beer, Reporter 

 
Hello everyone! 
We had a wonderful year hosting a friendship 

night and a beautiful OV. We had a fashion 
show on May 2nd with a salad luncheon, which 
had a great turnout and loads of fun, much fun. 

We hope you were able to join us for our 
installation on Saturday May 30th. It was a great 
day with light refreshments afterwards. 

Last meeting is June 8th at our new time of 
7:00pm, so set your watches. 

The Corn Fest is coming on August 28th and 
29th at the El Zariba Shrine Temple. Come get a 
root beer float from us. 
 

ACACIA #46, Avondale 
Wally Campbell, WM, Reporter 

 
Acacia #46 will hold our 76th Installation of 

Officers on Thursday, June 11th installing 
Wally Campbell, PM as WM and Ed Gordon, 
AGP, as WP. Following the installation and 
dinner, our first meeting of the term was held 
beginning at 7:00pm. 

Our Chapter will be dark July and August and 
this gives us the opportunity to clean 
up our lockers and inventory our 
paraphernalia. We are busy getting 
ready for Grand Chapter August 5th–
8th at the Renaissance Hotel and 
Conference Center in Glendale. We 
will have an Acacia table in the Vendor 
area of the hotel and please come by 
and get your opportunity ticket to win 
one of two (or both of them) 
beautiful eagle statutes 
which are very symbolic of 
our nation’s 250th Birthday 
we will celebrate this year. 
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Our September meeting will be September 
10th where we will be putting on the finishing 
touches for our Send-Off OV starting our 
journey with Sister Ruth and Brother Ed 
scheduled for September 12th, so mark your 
calendar! Registration will be at 8:00am, 
followed by our School of Instruction, Lunch, 
Honor program, and then our OV. Come and 
be part of the spectacular send-off to start the 
2026–2027 Grand Family on their journey. 
 

SAGUARO #48, Tucson 
Kolleen Apgar, PM, Reporter 

 
A year ago, this reporter was looking ahead, 

wondering how to find enough Chapter news to 
share with the rest of Arizona. Somehow, events 
fell into place, allowing me to babble for a few 
paragraphs. Today, the year has seemed to go 
by at light speed. Go figure! 

Saguaro #48 has had a memorable year under 
the guidance of WM Judy. Our members 
accepted and met the challenge of helping those 
in need, be they two-legged or four-legged. 

In addition to the Arizona-wide service 
projects, Saguaro #48’s members donated 
carloads (literally!) of goods to help the Gospel 
Rescue Mission in Tucson, Pima Animal Care 
and Control in Tucson, and Pinal County Animal 
Care and Control in Casa Grande. Members not 
only donated goods, but they also volunteered 
their time. By responding with needed help, our 
members were better able to understand the 
needs of people trying to get back on their feet 
and shelter animals. NOTE: all three 
organizations have been sent grant applications 
from AESF. 

Saguaro #48 has done more than “go to the 
dogs”. The annual Rodeo Steak Dinner in 
February was both a successful fundraiser and a 
great dinner. 

The passing of Jim Wadley (Past Grand 
Master-Utah, PGP-Utah and Arizona) was felt by 
more than his home chapter. Masonry lost a 
great mentor and friend to all he met. Jim shared 
freely of his time, advice, and knowledge. It may 
seem cliché, but he will be missed for a long 
time. Saguaro #48 held a Chapter memorial on 
March 9th and hosted an Arizona-wide memorial 
on March 21st at the Scottish Rite in Tucson. 

Our 69th Chapter birthday, April 27th, was 

highlighted by the presence of Charter Member 
Shirley Brown, who spoke of the early days and 
presented the Chapter with a very generous 
donation to the Grand Chapter Service Dogs 
Project. Sister Deon Hill presented Shirley with 
her 50-year-member pin and certificate. We now 
prepare for new adventures. 

To close, this reporter would like to thank my 
WMs and fellow members for allowing me the 
privilege of reporting on our exploits these last 
few years. It has been an honor. Thank you. 
 

STARS OF PARADISE #56, Paradise Valley 
Virginia Valente/Jeannie Patterson, PMs, 

Reporters 
 

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.” 
“Once you Choose Hope, Anything is Possible” 
With the hope of keeping Stars of Paradise 

#56 active, Luke Siegfried, PP and Jeannie 
Patterson, PM have given two years in trying to 
find an answer to not closing our Chapter. Our 
members are fantastic and we couldn’t ask for 
better members. The problem was finding 
presiding Officers in the East due to the amount 
of time and effort it takes to fulfill these 
leadership positions. Our prayers were 
answered when PM Christena Weisman and PP 
Greg Weisman stepped up and announced that 
they would be happy to run for WM and WP of 
Stars of Paradise Chapter for the 2026–2027 
term. It is refreshing to have younger members 
who are willing to help with the responsibility it 
takes to be successful. The Chapter is truly 
grateful for their loyalty and enthusiasm. The 
Chapter is thrilled to have Diane Gillaume 
announce that she would like to be elected as 
our next AM along with Luke Siegfried, PP as 
our AP.  

We held our installation on Thursday, May 
28th with a Social hour beforehand. It was a 
great day celebrating with family and friends. 

We are looking forward to having a great  
2026–2027 term!  
 

MIZPAH #57, Show Low 
Julann Johnson, WM, Reporter 

 
Greetings from Mizpah #57! 
Our year has come to an end and we have 

elected new officers for the upcoming year. 
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Congratulations WM-elect Rebecca Powell and 
WP-elect E. Dean Powell! We will have our 
Installation on June 13th. We look forward to the 
new year and the fun events we will be planning. 

We look forward to seeing you in our travels! 
 

PONDEROSA #64, Payson 
Lu DuBois, PM, Reporter 

 
Greetings everyone! 
Ponderosa Chapter has been very busy since 

reconvening in March. At the end of that month, 
we participated in the Elks Club Craft Fair by 
having a booth where we sold home-baked 
goodies and our cookbooks. We did pretty good 
for a 4-hour event. Then in April we helped one 
of our Sisters put on an Estate Sale. She was 
kind enough to share the proceeds with our 
Chapter. She has so much “stuff” we are 
planning another sale at the end of May or 
sometime in June. 

We continue to meet once a month at the 
Payson Elks Lodge, our new home where the 
huge bull elk head mounted in the East 
supervises our proceedings. We’re thinking 
about making FRED an honorary member as he 
so dutifully attends every meeting and watches 
over our Chapters activities. 

On Saturday, June 13th, our newly elected 
WM Cris Malser will be installed. She is a first 
timer so we are all excited to see what new 
ideas she will present and how she will manage 
her term. For the first time in several years we 
will be wearing Chapter dresses and they are 
beautiful. A light lunch will be served at 
11:30am, followed by pictures at 12:45pm and 
the installation at 1:00pm. The event will be 
held at the Payson Elks Lodge, 1206 N. Beeline 

Highway. Go around the round-a-bout and head 
west on Airport Road. Turn left at the first drive 
and enter the Elks parking lot. If you’re in the 
Payson Area on that day come join us as we 
begin a new term for 2026–2027. At the same 
time, you can say “Howdy” to FRED. 

Until next time...hope to see you all at Grand 
Chapter. 
 

SOUTHERN STAR #71, Green Valley 
Georganne Rodgers-Garn, WM, Reporter 

 
News from the south! 
Sahuarita High School Band is (as we 

understand) the ONLY high school band from 
ARIZONA that will be participating the 250th 
U.S. Celebration in Philadelphia this summer. 
Congratulations to all the band members, nearly 
200 of them! 

Not all the families have the means to support 
their students, so donations are certainly 
welcome! Conductress Barbara Ayers presented 
a check from Southern Star #71 to Saul Garland, 
the instructor-bandleader, for this project. In fact, 
Southern Star had a really good showing at the 
Friendship Night held at Desert Star #54, and 
they were kind enough to vote additional funds 
to this project. It will be great to see the Band in 
the Parade on July 4th and particularly great to 
see if they pronounce Sahuarita correctly! 

If you read our article last issue, then you will 
know that we have had success with an exhibitor 
table for the Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Expo. We voted in two new members by 
Affiliation as a result of our attendance at the 
expo. 

See you soon!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
DAY DATE EVENT WHERE TIME 

Friday June 5, 2026 Installation Grand Lodge, Tucson 5:00pm 

Saturday June 6, 2026 Open Session Grand Lodge, Tucson 10:30am 

Tuesday June 9th, 2026 Installation Grand Canyon #4, Flagstaff 5:00pm 

Thursday June 11, 2026 Installation Acacia #46, Avondale TBD 

Saturday June 13, 2026 Installation Pearl of Venus #6, Benson 1:00pm 

Saturday June 13, 2026 Installation Havasu #61, Lake Havasu City 1:00pm 

Saturday June 13, 2026 Installation Ponderosa #64, Payson 1:00pm 

Saturday June 13, 2026 Installation Mizpah #57, Show Low 4:30pm 

Saturday June 13, 2026 Friendship Event Prescott (Golden Rule #1) All Day 

Wednesday-
Saturday 

August 5–8, 2026 
125TH GRAND 

CHAPTER 
SESSIONS 

Renaissance Hotel & 
Conference Center, Glendale 

All Day 

Saturday September 12, 2026 SEND-OFF Acacia #46, Avondale TBD 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Brother James “Jim” Wadley, PGP, 2022–2023, Saguaro #48 

Sister Roxanne Browne, PM ............................................................. Grand Canyon #4 
Sister Louise Murdick ...................................................................... Mesa Starlight #16 
Sister Janet Rowe .................................................................................... Chandler #18 
Sister Helen Carnes ........................................................... Friendship #40, Peoria #59 
Sister Kathy Nelson, PM ...................................................................... Desert Star #54 
Sister Louise Snow, PM ........................................................................ Ponderosa #64 
Sister JoEva Maxine Schaefer .................................................................. Sun City #66 

JUNE 
Perry Casazza, PGP ................... 24th 
Tori Loll, PGM ............................. 29th 

JULY 
E. Dean Powell, PGP .................... 3rd 
Mitzi Loughridge, PGM ................. 7th 
Barbara Wunder, PGM ............... 12th 
Johnnie Bowden, PGM ............... 17th 

AUGUST 
David Gillis, PGP ............................ 3rd 
Gil Marriott, WGP ........................... 6th 
Gary Horn, PGP ........................... 12th 
William Rhyan, PGP ..................... 27th 

Deadline for the next SOA issue (covering 
September, October, and November) is 

AUGUST 20TH, 2026 

FRIENDLY REMINDER FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES 

To help us keep articles organized and easy to find, we ask that when you send in 
your articles for the SOA, please include the following in the Subject line of your 
email: 

SOA Article, Chapter Name and Number 
(ex:  SOA Article, Yuma #14) 

Also, please make sure to address your email to azgcsoa@gmail.com. Thank you! 


